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Grev'ille, (Chaki.es Cavendish Fulke,) a British

author, born April 2, 1794. He was a near relative of

the Earl of Warwick and the Duke of Portland. He
was educated at Eton, and at Christ Church, Oxford, and
was clerk of the Privy Council from 1821 to 1859. Died
January 18, 1865. His "Journal of the Reigns of

George IV. and William IV.," (1874,) his principal work,
is a valuable source of history.

Grev'ille or Grev'ile, (Sir Fulke,) Lord Brooke,
an English poet and miscellaneous writer, born in War-
wickshire in 1554, was distinguished by the favour ol

Queen Elizabeth, who made him a knight. He was ap-

pointed by King James I. under-treasurer and chancellor

of the exchequer in 161 5, and obtained from that monarch
the castle of Warwick, (then in a ruinous condition,)

which he repaired at vast expense. He was created a

peer, with the title of Baron Brooke, in 1620. He was
mortally wounded, in a quarrel with an old servant, in

1628. Lord Brooke was the intimate friend of Sir Philip

Sidney, of whom he published a biijgraphy. He also

wrote a number of poems and tragecTies.

See Horace Walpole, " Royal and Noble Authors ;" " Biogra-

phi a Britannica."

Greville, (Robert,) born in 1608, was a cousin of

the preceding, whose title he inherited. He fought in

the Parliamentary army, and was killed at the battle

of Lichfield in 1643. Among his principal works are a

"Discourse opening the Nature of the Episcopacy exer-

cised in England," (1641,) and "The Nature of Truth."
See Lodge's "Portraits."

Greville, (Robert Kaye,) a British botanist, bon.
in the county of Durham aljout 1794. He published,
besides other works, " Flora Edinensis : Plants of Edin-
burgh," (1824,) and "The Scottish Cryptogamic Flora,"

(6 vols., 1822-28,) which was called by Loudon " a truly

admirable work.»" Died in tS66.
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A N

ACCOUNT
OF THE NOBLEFAMILY

O F

G R E V I L E.

1
^H E name of this family was anciently wrote

Graville, or Greville, with or without the

final E, and fometimes Grevel. Leland, in his

Itinerary of England, which he wrote in the reign of

Henry VIII. in the frequent mention he makes of this fa-

mily, ufes the two firft of thofe names promifcuoufly. He fays,

(a) " Sum hold opinion that the Gravilles cam originally in

*' at the conqueft. (b) The veri auncient houfe of the

" Gravilles is at Draiton, by Banburi, in Oxfordftiire. But

*' there is an nother manor place of the chief ftok of the

" Gravilles, caullid Milcot, yn Warwilcfhire, where a

*' late, as at a newer, fairer, and more commodious houfe,

" thei ufed to ly at. (c) And court rolles remayne yet

B " at

(a) Itin. vol. 4. parti, fol. 16. (c) Ibid. vol. 4. part

(b) Ibid. vol. 6. fol. 19. fol. 16.
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<' at Draltonj that the Grevllles had landes ons by yerc

*' 3300 marks.

'* And Gravilles had Knap Cartel, and Bewbufch Parke,

*' and other landes in Southfax, by defcentes of their name.

" (d) Grevill, an ancient gent, dv/elleth at Milcote, fcant

'' a mile lower than Stratford, towards Avon ripa dextra.'*

Although thefe and other authorities, together with the

name itfelf, which plainly appears to be Norman, fufiiciently

evince the great antiquity of this family ; yet the firft of the

Grevilles which I find mentioned on record, is in the reign

of king Edward I. 1294 (e), when William Grevill died

feized of the manors of Inglewait and Awaldtoftcs, in the

county of York ; and of the office of chief forefter of Gal-

teres, with the jurifdidlion there. After him was John Gre-

vill, with whom the learned Camden begins his curious and

accurate pedigree of the family, the original roll of vv'hich is

in the pofTeffion of Francis, the prefent earl Brooke, and earl

of Warwick.

John Grevill died before the 33d year of king Ed-

ward III. (f) in which year there was a plea between Mar-

garet the wife of the faid John, and Richard de Caurs and

Ifabel his wife, concerning the wardihip of William Grevill,

{on and heir of the faid John,

This William Grevill was fcated at Campden*, in

Gloucefterfhire (g), and had ifiue, William his fon and

heir.

(d) Itin. part 2. foL 167. (g) Ex Stemmate, per Guil.

(e) Efc. 23. Edw, I. n. 69. Camden.

(f) Placita, 33. Edw. m. Rot. S5.

* Campden, commonly called Chipping Campden, is fituate

within the hundred of Kiftsgate, or, as it is called in Dcmcfday,

Witelais hundred, in the county of Gloucefler. It took the

name of Campden from a camp there, near the place where a

battle v/as fought between the Britons and the Saxons [i].

[i] Atkius'a Anticpitics of Clcuceller, in loco,
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heir. They were both living in the 21 ft year of king Ri-

chard II. and being wrote Vv^illiam Grevel of Camped°n,

the one lent the king 200 marks, and the other 100 marks,

great Turns in thofe days. On the loth of Auguft, 1397 (h),

the king acknowledges the receipt of the faid loan from them,

and promifes payment thereof in the Quindenes of Eafter then

next. The year after, this laft William having purchafed the

manor of Milcote in Warv/ickfliire, of fir "Walter Beauchamp,

knight, he, to ftrengthcn his title, obtained a releafe, bearing

date at Milcote, on the 5th day of November, in the 22d

year of king Richard II. (i) from William de Peto, coufin

and heir to GeiFery de Langley, whofe right it was, in the

reign of king Edward III. and being fo poffeffed thereof,

entailed it by fine, in the 2d year of king Henry IV. (k) on

the ilTue male of his body, by Joan then his wife, and for

want of fuch ifilie, upon John, and Lodowick, his fons by

Margaret his firft Vv'ife, and the ilTue male of their bodies

fucceffivcly, with remainder to his own right heirs. He died

in the 3d year of king Henry IV. and confonant to the orders

in his laft will (1), was buried in the church of the blefled

Virgin Mary of Campden, in which church his monum.ent

ftill remains (m). By his laft will and teftament, bearing

date at Campden, April 2d, 1401, and proved in the year

following, he bequeathed to that church, loo marks towards

its repairs, and 200I, to maintain four chaplains to fay mafs

therein, during the ten following years, for his fou! and the

fouls of all his anceftors. He bequeaths his manors, lands,

^c. to Joan his v/ife, John Grevill his fon, and Richard

Brothell, his executors ; and appoints fir Roger Hatton, ab-

bot of Evefham, and fir William Bradley, fupervifors. Tlis

iaid Joan, his fccond wife (n), was fifter and heir of fir Phi-

B 2 lip

(h) Ryir.er's Fcedera, torn. S. (I) Ex Reglftr. yoc. Arundel^

p. 9. and 10. vol. i. fol. 1S3.

(i) Dugdaie's Antiq. of War- (m) Atkins's Gloucefterfliirc^

vvickfhire, I'A edit, p.529, 530. (n) Efc. 28. Hen. VI,

(k) Rot.Fia. z.HcnJV.m. 5,
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Up Thornbury, knigbt, and lived a long time after him. But

this lady having brought him no fons, the entail before men-

tioned took place, with regard to John, his fon and heir, and

Lodowick, whom he had by Margaret his firft wife (o), by

whom he likewife had ifTue two daughters ; Mary, married to

John GifFord, of Harpre, efquire ; and Alice, married to Ed-

mond Ludlow, efquire.

John Greville, eldeil fon and heir of the laft mentioned

William, refided alfo (p) at Campden, and being (q) fheriff

of Gloucefterfhire, and the Marches

of Wales, in the 6th year of king

Henry IV. bore for his arms (r),

fable, upon a crofs engrailed, with-

in the like border, or, ten annulets

of the fecond, with a mullet of five

points in the dexter quarter. In

the 8th year of king Henry V. he

obtained the king's pardon for all

tranfgreffions (s), in that he, and

Sibil his wife, daughter and heir of fir Robert Corbet, knight,

deceafed, had entered on the lands and tenements which

Joan, the wife of the faid fir Robert, held in dower. Sibil,

his wife, dying foon after without ifTue, he married (t)

Joyce, daughter of fir Walter Cokefey, knight, and fifter and

heir to Hugh Cokefey ; and by her he had ifTue John, his

fon and heir.

Grevitt

This John Greville refided at Cherlton Regis, in the

county of Gloucefler ; and was (u) chofe one of the knights

for that lliire, in the fecond year of king Henry V. as alfo in

four

(o) Ex Stemmate, per Camden, (s) Pat. 8. Hen. V. m. 14.

pra^d. (r) Camden, ut antea.

(p) Rot. Fin. 6. Ken. IV. m. 29. (u) Pryn's Brevia Pari, part it

(q) Ibid. p. 113. and part 4. p. 503.

(r) Dugdale, Baron, p. 530.
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four other parliaments, viz. from the laft of king Henry V.

to the thirteenth of king Henry VI. On the death of Joan, his

grand-father's fecond wife, in the 28th year of king Henry VI.

he became pofFefied of the manor of Mikote, which ihe

held during her life; and thereupon made that feat his

principal refidcnce (w). He was in the commiflion of the

peace for the county of Warwick, and (x) fheriff of that

and Leicefterfhire, in the firft year of king Edward IV.

In the fifth year of that reign (y) he had the honour of

knighthood conferred on him; and in the 13th of king Ed-

ward IV. (z) had livery of the lands which defcended to

him by the death of his mother. The fame year he was

flieriff(a) of Warwickfhire and Leicefterfhire; as alfo a third

time, in the 17th year of king Ed-

ward IV. He bore the fame arms as

his father did, excepting the annu-

lets upon the crofs, as appears by

his pi£lure, together with that of

his wife, both kneeling in their

furcoats of arms, in the eaft win-

dow of the parifli church at Binton,

in Warwickiliire (b). He departed

this life on the 6th day of Auguft,

in the 20th year of Edward IV. and, purfuant to the direc-

tions given in his laft will (c), was buried in St. Ann's chapel

in the church of Wefton upon Avon (d). By Joan his wife,

daughter of William Scote, he left iffue Thomas, his only fon

and heir ; as alfo two daughters, Ann and Margaret, both of

whom died without ifilie.

Thomas

(w) Pat. ab an. 39.Hen.YI. ufq. (a) Ibid. m. 50. and 17 Edw. IV.

7. Edw. IV. in d. m. 1 1.

(x) Rot. Fin. I. Edw. IV. m. 33. (b) Dugdale'sWarwIckfh. p. 536.

(y) Pat. 5. Edw. IV. p. i. in d. (c) Lib. 3. Teft. in Regift. Epifc.

m. 30. Wigorn. fol. 24.

(z) Rot. Fin. 13. Edw. IV. m. 30. (d) Ibid. lib. 3. f. 24.
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Thomas Greville, only fen and heir of the above-men-

tioned John, was (e) twenty-fix years of age at the deceafe of

his father. He afiumed the name of Cokefey in refnefl of the

inheritance he enjoyed by defcent from his grand-mother, and

having livery of his father's lands, made Milcote his chief

refidence. In the fame year, 20 Edv/ard IV. (f) he was

conftituted fheriff of Warwickflnre and Leicefterfiiire, and at

the coronation of king Henry VII. (g) was one of the knights

of the Bath then created. The next year, 2 Hen. VII. he

was made (h) a knight banneret, for his valiant behaviour in

the battle of Stoke. In the 4th year of king Henry VII. he

was (i) one of the commiilioners of array in the county of

Warwick, for fending archers, &c. into Britany, for relief of

that dutchy, and the year after, was conftituted (k) one of the

jullices for jail delivery in Warwickfhire, In the 6th year of

king Henry VII. he was a commiffioner (1) for arraying of

men in defence of this realm, then in danger of an invafion

from Charles IX. king of France ; and in the commiffion of

the peace for the county of Warwick, from that time until his

deceafe (fn),,.- This fir Thomas (n) died in the 14th year of

king Henry VII. (o) leaving no iflue by Elizabeth his wife,

daughter to William lord Herbert : v/hereupon Robert Rufl'eil

and Robert Winter v/ere found to be his confins and heirs, and

inherited the lands of the Cokefeys ; but by force of the entail

made in the 2d year of king Henry IV. the manor of Milcote,

and other manors and lands of the Grevillcs, rcfortcd to Johri

Greville, great grand-child to Lcdov/ick, fecond fon to "William

Greville, of Campden.

Thi^

(e) Efc. 20. Edw. IV. n. 7-. (k) Pat, 5. Hen. VII. p.i. m. 18,

(f) Rot. Fin. 20. Edw. IV. m. 3. (1) Pat. 6. Hen. VII. m. 5.

(g) MS. Norn. Equit. in Bibl. (m) Pat. 6, 7, &c. H6n. VIT.

Cotton. Claudius, c. 3. p. 1 1, (u) Lilly's Pedigree of Nobility,

(h) Ibid. p. 14. MS. p. 81, 82.

(i) i'at. 4. Hen. VII. m, so. (0) Pat. 15. Hen, VII. p. i. m. 4.
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This LoDowiCK or Lewis Greville married (p) Margaret^

the only daughter and heir of fir Giles Arderne, or Ardene, of

Drayton, near Banbury in Oxford/hire, knight, by Philippa

his wife, who was alfo a confiderable heirefs ; and which fir

Giles Ardene was lineally defcended from Turchitil de
Warwick, earl of Warwick at the time of the conqueft, as

the annexed table fheweth. In confequence of this marriao-e

Lodowick (q) fettled at Drayton, the ancient feat of his wife's

family ; and being thus pofieiTed of that rich inheritance,

added to his own paternal eflate, which had been greatly aug-

mented by part of the pofTelfions of the lords Dinan or Dinham,

he raifed this branch of the family of Greville to fo eminent a

degree, that Leland, as we mentioned before, fays they were

at length poHefied of 3300 marks per annum. But this great

ellate, as Leland further informs us, by the fraud of one So-

merton, to whom it came to be bequeathed in trufl, without a

proper declaration of ufes, and by the extravagance of the

grand-father of the Grevilles of Drayton, who lived in the time

of king Henry VIIL came to be reduced to 400 marks per

annum. This Lodowick died on the 28th of Auguft, 1438,

and was buried at Drayton (r). He left iiTue four fons, viz.

William, his heir; Richard, who v/as knight for (s) Oxford-

fhire in the 8th year of king Henry V. ; Robert (t) ; and

John (u), from whom the Grevilles of Lemington* ia

Gloucefterfhire derive their defcent.

William Greville, the heir of Lodowick, V/as alfofeated

at Drayton. He married (x) Anne, daughter of fir Robert

Frances, of Formark, in the county of Derby, knight, and

departing

(p) Ex Stem, per Camden Sc (s) Pryn's Erev. Pari. part, i,

Lilly, p. 82. 125.

(q) Itin. vol. 4. part I. fol. 16. (i) Ex collefl. Tho. Mellor.

and 17. (u) Camden,

(r) lb. fol. 17. & infcript. tumuli, (x) Camden, ut antea.

* In the upper part of Tewklbury hundred, three miles dlHant,

fouth-eall, from Campden.



[ 8 ]

departing (y) this life in the 19th year of king Henry VIL
v/as fucceeded by Ralph, his fon and heir.

This Ralph Greville took to wife Margaret, (z) daughter

and coheir of Thomas Poyntz, of Frampton-Cottell, in the

county of Gloucefter, efquire j and as, by this marriage, the

Grevilles his defcendants have the right of quartering the arms

of no lefs than five ancient and honourable families, viz. of

Poyntz, Bardolph, Mallet, Clanebovir, and A6lon, it will

not be improper to deduce the pedigree of that lady.

Ofbert Fitz Ponz, Poins, Poynz, or Poyntz as it was after-

wards written, was, in the reign of king Stephen, pofleffed

of a fair eftate in the county of Gloucefter (a). He left ifTue

Hugh Poyntz, whofe only fon and heir Hugh, having married

Maud, one of the daughters and coheirs of Hugh lord Bar-

dolf(b), by her was father of Nicholas Poyntz. This Ni-

cholas Poyntz, together with Hugh his only fon, took part

with the rebellious barons againfb king John ; for which, in

the 17th year of that king, they were difleized of their lands,

then lying in the counties of Somerfet, Dorfet and Gloucefter.

(c) Nicholas in the following year returned to his obedience,

and obtained reftitution of his lands (d). In the third year of

king Henry IH. he, together with Joane his wife, had the

king's licence for a weekly market at his manor of Ampthill in

Bedfordfliire (e), foon after which he died (f). But Hugh

continuing in his difloyalty, was kept prifoner in the caftle of

Briftol, and dying the year after his father, left iflue by Hele-

wife (g) his wife, daughter of William, and fiftcr and coheir

of William Mallet, of Cory Mallet, in the county of So-

merfet, Nicholas Poyntz, his fon and heir, then in his mi-

nority.

This

(y) Dugdale, p. 534. (c) Rot. Clauf. 17. Joh.

(z) Camden, ut antea. (d) Rot. Clauf. 18. Joh.

(a) Segar'. Baronage, MS. (e) Rot. Fin. 3. Hen. III. m. 9.

(b) lb, and Harris's HiR. of (f ) Rot. Fin. 4. Hen. III.

'^^ent.
(g) Rot. Clauf. 5. Hen. lU.
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This Nicholas, in the 43d year of king Henry III, took

part with the rebellious barons, then in arms againft the

king (h) ; and departed this life, in the firft year of kino-

Edward I. feized of the manor of Hoo in Kent, part of the

pofiefJiions of his maternal great grand-father Hugh lord Bar-

dolf (i), as alfo of the manor of Cory Malle^ in Somerfet-

faire, the moiety of the manor of Bollingham in Gambridge-

fliire, and of the manors of Sutton in Dorfetfhire, and To-
kington in Gloucellerfhire, leaving Hugh, his fon and heir, at

that time twenty-one years of age (k).

This Hugh Poyntz was fummoned to parliament by the

title of Lord Poyntz, Baron of Cory Mallet, from the 23d of

June, in the 23d year of king Edward I. until the firft year of

king Edward II. in which year he died, leaving Nicholas, his

fon and heir, then thirty years of age (1).

Nicholas Poyntz was likev/ife fummoned to parliament in the

2d, 3d, and 4th years of king Edward II. He married firft,

Elizabeth, daughter of Eudo la Zouch by Pviilicent de Mont-
alt, fifter and heir of George de Cantelupe baron of Berga-

venny, and widow of John de Pvlontalt. By her he had a fon,

Hugh, from whofe fecond fon the Poyntz's of Gloucefterfhire

were defcended. He married fecondly Maud (m), fifter and heir

of fir John Aclon, of Iron-Aclon in the county of Gloucefter,

knight ; by v/hom he had a fon, John Poyntz, feated at Iron->

A£lon aforefaid. This John Poyntz married Elizabeth,

daughter of Philip Clanebow, and one of the coufms and heirs of

Thomas Clanebov/ ; by whom he had a fon, Robert : which.

Robert Poyntz, of Iron-Ailon, married Catherine, daughter of

Thomas Berkley, alias Fitz-Nicholas, of Ticknam ; and by

her left a fon, Thomas Poyntz, of Frampton-Cottell ; Vv'hofe

daughter and coheir Margaret was m.arried to the aforefaid

C Ralph

(h) Efch. 43. Hen. III. (!) Efch. 2. Edw.H.

(i) Harris's Hifl. of Kent, '(:n} Camden, ut antea,

(k) Efch. I. Edvv. I.
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Ralph Grevllle, who by her had iffue John, his only fon and

heir.

This John Greville, on the death of fir Thomas Grevillcj

alias Cookfey, in the 14th year of Henry VII. as afore-

faid, fucceeded to the lordfhip and manor of Milcote, and

other the ancient demefnes of the Grevilles. In the 15th

year of king Henry VII. (n) he was one of the juftices for

the jail-delivery at Warwick (o), and alfo in the commiffion of

the peace for that county. He married (p) Jane, daughter of

fir Humphry Forfter, of Harpeden, knight, and by her had

iffue one daughter, Maria, who married Robert Somerville,

efquire ; and tv/o fons, viz. Edward, his eldeft fon and heir j

and Robert (q), who left two daughters his coheirs, viz.

Dorothy, wife of Edward Morgan, efquire j and Anne, mar-

ried to Thomas Nevill, efquire.

Edward Greville, the firft fon, was in the commiffion

of the peace for Warwickfhire in the ift year of king

Henry VIIL In the 5th year of king Henry VIII. he was

prefent at the fiege of Teroven, and at the battle that enfued,

called by our hiftorians the battle of Spurs, from the fw^iftnefs

of the French in running away (r) ; and having afterwards

afSfted at the ftorming of Tournay, he In reward for his

valiant behaviour received the honour of knighthood, on the

13th of October, 1513. In the 12th year of king Henry VIII.

he was one of the knights (s) appointed to attend the king and

queen to Canterbury, and from thence to Calais and Guifncs,

to the meeting with the French king ; every one of that degree

having a chaplain, eleven fervants, and eight horfes. In the

13th year of king Henry VIII. he obtained the wardfhip of

Elizabeth, one of the daughters and coheirs, and at laft the

fole

(11) Pat. 15. Hen.VIL m. 14. (s) MS. Not, B. 5. in BIbl. Joli.

(o) Dugdale. Anllis, arm. nup. gart. rcg,

(p) Camden. arm. et Rymer's Foedera, torn,

(q) Ibid. 13. p. 710, &feq.

(r) MS.Claud.c.j.inBibl.Cot.
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fa!e heir of Edward Willougbby, only fon of Robert Wil-

loughby lord Brooke. This grant, in its confequences, greatly

contributed to aggrandife his family, as will appear from what

afterwards followeth. He married Anne, daughter of Robert

Denton, of Armefden, in the county of Bucks, efquire(t);

by whom he had four fons, viz. John, his eldeft fon and heir

;

Fulke, his fecond fon, of whofe pofterity I am principally to

treat ; and Thomas and Edward, both of whom died without

ilTue. He departed this life in the 20th year of king Henry VHI.

and was buried in St. Anne's chapel, in the church of Wqfton

upon Avon, according to the appointment of his will.

John Grevill^^ of Milcote and Drayton, eldeft fon of

the before-mentioned fu" Edward Greville, was one of the

knights for the county of Warwick in the 30th year of king

Henry VKI. and being knighted at the coronation of king

Edward VI. died on the 25th of November, in the following

year, leaving by his wife Elizabeth, the daughter of John

Spencer, of Hodnet, efquire, an only fon, Edward, who was

afterwards knighted.

This fir Edward Greville of Milcote (u) married Mar-

garet, daughter and coheir of William Willington, of

Burlefton, in the county of Warwick ; by whom he had

Lodowick, his only fon ; which Lodowick, having married

Thomafm, daughter of fir William Peters, knight, left iffue

Edward, his only fon and heir, who was knighted^

This fa- Edward Greville of Milcote (w) married Joane^

daughter of fu" Thomas Bromley, chancellor of England, and

hy her had ifTue John, his only fon, and feven daughters, viz.

IVIargaret, married to fir Arthur Ingram, knight ; Cathei:ine,

the wife of Ingram, efquire
; Joyce, married to Wil-

liam Whitacre, efquire ; a fecond Margaret, married to Ed-

ward Pennel, efquire ; and Jane, Elizabeth, and Confiancc,

who died unmarried. His fon John dying unmarried in his

C 2 father'3

(t) Camden, ut antca. (u) Ibid. (w) Ibid.
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father's life-time, fir Edward fold his v/hole eftate to Lionell

Cranfield, earl of Middlefex ; and thus the elder branch of the

family of Greville of Milcote came to be extinct (x).

I now return to Fulke, fecond fon to fir Edward Greville,

and brother to fir John Greville aforefaid. This Fulke had

for wife Elizabeth before mentioned, the ward of his father,

one of the greateft heireffes then in England ; and by her had

a numerous iiTue. Before I treat of him, and of the offspring

of this marriage, it may not be improper to give a particular

account of the defcent of this lady, from Vv'hom the family

of the Grevilles inherited a very large eilate, and partook of

the nobleft blood in England. She was not only fole heir of

the family of V/illoughby of Brooke by her father, but by

her grand-mother was defcended from the old earls of War-

wick, and was heir to one of the moft confiderable branches

of that illuftrious family. I {hall therefore go back to the time

when the houfe of Warwick flourifhed.

In this family, which gave a fuccefTion of earls for upwards

of four hundred years, and fell at laft by its own weight, the

reader will have a remarkable inftance of the dignity, wealth,

and power of the ancient Englifh nobility, as well as of the

uncertainty of human grandeur.

In order to make the digreflion more entertaining to the

curious reader, and to throw light upon the fubjeil in hand, I

fhall begin with a fhort hifcorical review of the old earls of

Warwick, fo v/ell known in Englifh hiftory.

J. Roffe, or Rous, the noted Warwickfhire antiquary,

who died in the year 1491 (y), not only affures us that

Warwick hath had its earls ever fmce the reign of the renowned

king Arthur, in whofe time, as he gravely afferts, Arthgal,

or Artigalths firf]: enjoyed that honour j but likevvife furnifhes

us;

(x) MSS. penes Francifc. cop.it. (y) Leland's Itin. and Tanner's

Brooke et Warwick. Eibliotheca Britannica,
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US with a lift and hiftorical account of the feveral fucceeding

earls, taken from the antient BritiHi chronicles (z) : and in

this he is partly followed by fir William Dugdale in his Anti-

quities of Warwickfhire. The former part of Rous's work

favours fo much of fable and romance, that little or no credit

can be given thereto : and it is certain that, although Warwick,

as well as other counties, had its earls in the period precedino-

the invafion of this ifland by William duke of Normandy, yet

thofe earls were no more than either fiduciary vicecomites,

or fubftitutes to the earls of Mercia, within Vv^hofe earldom

Warwickfliire was included ; or immediate officers to the king ;

and had not in themfelves any abfolute jurifdidlion : neither

did they in their own right pofTefs the caftle and town of

Warwick*, or receive the third penny of the county, as would

have been the cafe had they been earls in fee.

At the time of the conquefl, Turchill, who had then

lately fucceeded his father Alwine as earl or vicecomes of

Warwick, had large pofleffions in that and the neighbouring

counties. Although he was a nobleman of great note and

power, yet he did not give any affiflance to Harold in his

oppofition to duke William ; for which reafon that conqueror

not only fufFered him to continue in quiet polTellion of his vaft

eftates, all which he enjoyed during his life f j but alfo em-

ployed

(z) Printed by Mr. Heme, in Vitse & Regni Ric. 11. Oxon.

the Appendix to the Hilloria 1729. 8vo.

* It appears by Domefday-book, that the borou^i of Warwiclcj

in the time of Edward the ConfefTor, anfvvered a certain yearly

ferm to the king ; and that the caftle belonged to the kinp-, as a

fpecial ftrong-hold for the defence of all thofe midland parts of the

kingdom ; and that Turchill v/as no more than governor thereof

for the king.

t At the time of making the general furv^ey called Domefday-

book this Turchill poffeffed the following eftates in the county

of Warwick, viz. Curdworth, Bikenhull, Caldecote, Rodburn,

Cauilon,
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ployed him to enlarge and fortify the caftle and town of War-;

wick (a), although he foon after deprived him of the earldom.

William the Conqueror having thus caufed the town of

Warwick to be fortified with a ditch and gates (b), and the

caftle to be repaired and enlarged *, which until that time

confifted of little more than the fortification, called the Dun-

geon, built in the year 915, by order of Ethelfleda, daughter

of king Alfred, upon an hill of earth artificially raifed near

the river fide (c), committed the cuflody of that flrong place

to Henry de Newburgh, whom he had then lately advanced

to the dignity of Earl of Warwick, and annexed to the

earldom and caftle, the manor of Warwick with its appur-

tenances, which was then in the crownj and included the

royalty of the (d) borough f.

Soon

(a) J.Rous. (d) J. Rous, Dugdale's Baronage,

(b) Rous, p. 107. Ord. Vitalis.

c) J.
Rous, W. Malmiburienfis.

Caufton, Birdingburv, Minworth, Wolfhamcote, Rifton, Napton,

Fleckno, Hodenhill, Willoughby, Pakington, Langdone, Mack-

ftoke, Merilon, Biltonj Walcote, Shukborow, Elmedone, DollhiU,

Wigenfliille, Whiteacre, Newton-Holme, Church-Over, Berehe-

ilone, Badlley-Endfor, Adiov/, Harbury, Bagington, Bixley, Lod-

broke, Wefton, Brandon, Lillington, Radford, Rotley, Compton-

Winyate, Miton, Wimpfton, Bericote, Fulredy, Etendone, Chel^er-

ton, Coughton, and Nun-Eaton.

* For enlarging this fortification twenty-fix houfes, belonging to

the abbot of Coventry, were deib-oyed. J. Rous, p. 107.

f The firft building of Warwick is by Nennius and Rous at-

tributed to Gutheline, or, as fome writers call him, Kimbeline, a

Britifli prince [i]; in whofe time, as they affirm, it was called

^aer-Guth-Leon, or Caer-Leon, and afterwards Caer-Guaruic

;

names

[i] Nennii liifl. Briton. J. Rous.
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Soon after the death of the Conqueror, William Rufus, his

Pacceflbr, enriched this new-created earl with the greateft part

of

names which Rous derives from Gwayr, a Britifli prince, and Mat-

thew Paris [2] from Waremund ; but the learned Camden in-

clines to think that thofe names are derived from Guarth, a Britilh

v/ord which figniiies Prsefidium, a Fortrefs. This place often

f'jfFered by the devaftations of the Fids and other barbarous na-

tions, and at length was deftroyed by the Danes ; in which ruinous

condition it remained till the renowned lady Ethelfleda, daughter to

king Alfred, who had the whole earldom of Mercia given to her

by her father on her marriage with the noble Ethelred, repaired its

ruirns, and in the year of Chrift 905. made a ftrong fortification

here, called the Dungeon, for refiftance of the enemy, upon aa

hill of earth artificially raifed near the river fide, as is yet to be

feen on the weft fide of the callle ; which place being about the

midft of the Mercian territories, and a fort fo confiderable in

refpeft of its natural fituation, was of great importance for fe-

curing the peace of all thofe parts. At the Norman invafion it

was in a fiourifliing ftate, and a borough containing 261 houfes,

whereof 130 were pofTelTed by the king, 112 by his barons, and

the reli, being nineteen, by fo many burgeffes, who enjoyed

them with foe, and fac, and ail cuftoms as they did in Edward
the ConfefTor's days : twelve of them were by tenure, as appears

from Domefday-book, to accompany the king in his wars. He
v/ho, on warning, did not go, was fined loos. to the king; but if

the king crofled the feas againft an enemy, then they were either

to fend him four butfueins, (mariners) or, in lieu of them, four

pounds in deniers [3]. Within the precinds of the caftle flood

a church, dedicated to the honour of All Saints, firft founded, as

J. Rous fays, in the time of the Britons. This church had divers

cuftoms and privileges belonging to it, as appears by a char-

ter of king Henry I. dated at Woodftock, whereby he confirmed

them, as alfo judicia ferri et aqu^e, i. e. fire and water ordeal, in

as ample a manner as that church was v/ont to have them in Edward
the Confefl'or's time ; but afterwards Simon, bifhop of Worcefter,
anno 1125, united this church to the collegiate church of St.

Mary in Warwick, founded by Roger earl of Warwick [4],

[2] Hiftoria, Lib. i. [4] Monaft. Angl. tom. 3. p. 29.

[3] Lib. Domefday. ^'3°. Tannex'sNotitiaMonall.
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of the inheritance of Turchill de Warwick. The Bear and

Ragged-Staff, which had been the device or enfign of TurchiiFs

family from before the time of his anceftor, Guy earl of War-

wick, fo famous for his feats of chivalry in the Saxon age,

was, on the grant of this inheritance (e), affumed by the new

earl as the enfign of his family 5 and hence it became the

remarkable badge of the fuccefTive earls of Warwick, through

the lines of Newburgh, Beauchamp, Nevil, Planta-

GENET, and Dudley, as it now alfo is of the prefent Earl

OF Warwick ; and when fupporters came in ufe, it was

likewife in that fliape added to their arms.

This Henry de Newburgh, earl of Warwick, who

took his furname from the caftle of Newburgh in Nor-

mandy, the place of his birth, was

fecond fon of Roger de Beaumont,

lord of Pontandemer, Preaux, Si.c.

attended William the Conqueror into

England, and was, as the annexed

table fheweth, lineally defcended from

Bernard, a Saxon nobleman, who

coming into Denmark, and joining
e/uy ^ < . <^v xixg-u.

j^qJIq afterwards the firft duke of
EarlafJianvtck-

Normandy, in his expedition againft

France, foon became his chief counfellor, and fecond in

command to him in his defcent upon that kingdom (f).

On the quarrel between king William the Conqueror and

his fon Robert Curthofe, this Henry was one of thofe

great men, who in the year 1081, cffecSted the reconcilia-

tion between them, and having ftricVly adhered to the in-

tereft of Henry, the king's fourth and youngeft fon, with

whom he had conftantly lived in the ftriaeft intimacy, was

by his induftry and authority the chief inftrument in ad^

vancing that prince to the throne, upon the death of his bro-

ther

(e) Dugdale's Antiquities of^Var- (f) Wace's Cronlcon Beccenfis

wicklhire, p. 298. Abbatia;. Segar?s Baronagiura

Genealogicum.
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ther William Rufus (g). In the reign of Henry I. he, in

imitation of that king, who made a park at Woodftock, be-

gan making Wedgenock-Park, about two miles from his

caftle at Warwick. Whether it was finifhed by himfelf, or

his fuccefTors, is not certain ; but he was foon imitated in

this piece of magnificence by others ; and hence the wafte

of lands, for parks, became fo frequent in after-ages, among

the nobility in England. The fame earl founded, on the north

fide of the town of Warwick, an hofpital, or priory *, for

canons regular, in honour of the Holy Sepulchre, and of

that order, caufing it to be built on the fame fpot where

the ancient parochial church of St. Helen formerly ftood (h).

He alfo endowed the church of our Lady, in Warwick,

with feveral tithes and lands for prebends, intending to have

made it collegiate, and to unite the church of All Saints in

the caftle to it; but died before he could complete it (i).

By Margaret his wife, who fome writers fay (k) was the

daughter of Rotrode earl of Perch, but, according to others,

fifter of Rotrode, and daughter of Arnulph de Hefding

earl of Perch (1), he had two daughters, and five fons, viz.

Roger, who fucceeded him in the earldom ; Henry ; Gef-

frey ; Rotrode, bifhop of Eureux ; and Robert, who was

fewer and juftice of the dukedom of Normandy. He died

in the 23d year of Henry HI. 1 1 23, and was interred in the

abbey of Preaux in Normandy (m).

D Roger

(g) Ord. Vitalis. W. Malmfbur. (1) Segar's Bar. Mills's Catal.

Knighton.
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Roger de Newburgh, the fecond earl of Warwick, was

a witnefs to king Stephen's laws (n), and was one of thofe

who adhered to Maud the emprefs againft that king. He

is reputed to have conquered Gowerland in Wales, which

his pofterity for long time afterwards enjoyed ; and wherein

he founded a priory at Llangonith, which he dedicated to

St. Kenned, and annexed as a cell to the abbey of St. Tau-

rinus, at Eureux in Normandy (o). He perfe<a:ed the foun-

dation of the priory begun by his father, and founded the

collegiate church of our Lady at Warwick j as alfo the ho-

fpital of St. Michael for lepers there *, and the houfe of

the Templers (p) beyond the bridge. Having made very

large grants and conceflions to divers other religious houfes

and churches, as alfo having frequently vifited the Holy

Land, he was efteemed a devout and pious man (q). This

earl having married Gundrede, daughter to W^illiam earl of

Warren, and fifter by the mother's fide to Walleran earl of

Meullent and Worcefter (r), died in the i8th year of king

Stephen, 1153, leaving three fons ; William and Walleran,

who were fuccefli\''ely earls of Warwick j and Henry, who

died without ilTue ; as alfo a daughter, Agnes, married to

Geffrey de Clinton, the king's chamberlain. Henry, the

third fon, had for his patrimony Gowerland in Wales j butj

on his death without ifiue, it came to the earl his bro-

ther (s).

William

(n) Rous. (q) J.
Rous.

(0) Dugdale's Baron. Tanner's (1) Baronaglum Genealogicum.

Notitia Monallica. (s) J. Rous.

(p) Ibid.

* This hofpital flood at the lower end of Slatford-ftreet. At the

time of the diffolution of religious houfes it was valued at lol. 19s. lod.

over and above all reprifes. It is ftill kept up for eight poor

women [i].

[i] Tanner's Notitia Monallica.
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William de Newburgh, third earl of Warwick, on

the afleffment of the aid for marrying the king's daughter

in the 12th year of king Henry II. certified the number of

his knights fees to be 105, and half a knight's fee. In the

20th year of the fame king he procured an addition of two

knights to the five knights and ten ferjeants, who before

kept guard in the mote of Warwick caftle (t), and appears

to have lived in a fplendour equal to that of any of his an-

ceftors*. However, he diilinguiihed himfelf chiefly by his pious

donations.

(t) Mag. Rot. 20. Hen. II. Rot. 10. b.

* In thofe early times the greater barons affeded to approach {o

near to royalty, that, in imitation of kings, they ufed the phrafe

Magistram Serjanteriam for the principal offices of their

hoiifehold ; a notable inil^ance of which, among others, Vv'e have

in this earl, vvhofe grant to Alan, his cook, of the capitale

MiNisTERiuM of his kitchcn, to hold by hereditary right of him

and his heirs, as it may not be unacceptable to the readers, is

here fubjoined.

*' Willlelrn-ds comes Warr. omnibus baronibus Sc burgenfibus,

«' & omnibus hominibus fuis, Francis & Anglis, falutem. Sciant

*' tarn futuri quam praelentes, me conceffilTe & dedifTe Alano Coco

*' meo, filio Ricardi Coci, unum officium in domo mea, videlicet,

*' capitale minifterium coquinse mess, quod dicitur Magifter Cocus,

" quod Ricardus pater ejus habuit in domo patris mei, & in mea, &c.

*' & unam virgatam terrs in Cota, cum omnibus aliis terris quas

*' prsdiftus Ricardus, pater ipfius Alani, habuit in burgo meo de

*' Warrewico, & extra, Conceffi etiam prxdifto Alano, & hsredi-

*' bus fuis, ut licite curiam fuam teneat de omnibus propriis homi-

•* nibus fuis, quos Ricardus pater ejus habuit in Wodelowe & in

*' Warrewico, fine aliqua contradidlione mei vel hseredum meorum :

*' et tolloneum de illis accipiat, quodcunque mercimonium vendant

*' vel emant in pniedicio burgo de Warrewico. Quare volo, & firmi-

•* ter llatuo, quatenus pi-isdiclus Alanus & hsredes fui habeant &
*' teneant prjedictum minilteriam, five pr^fatum officium, plene &
*' integre, cum omnibus feodis didlse coquin^, cum omnibus per-

*' tinentiis qux pertinent ad iVIagiftrum Cecum ; fciiicet in robis &
D 3 " ia
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donations. He founded two hofpltals in Warwick ; the one of

(u) St. John*, the other of St. Thomas f ; and having built a

new church for the Templers there, beftowed upon them the

manor of Shireburne, and other lands at Morton in the county of

Warwick. In the 30th year of king Henry HI. he went into

the Holy Land, where he died on the 15th day of November,

1 1 84. This earl was twice married ; iirft, to Margaret d'Eivill

;

fecondly, to Maud, one of the daughters and coheirs of

William lord Percy ; but leaving no iffue, he was fucceeded

by his brother Walleran.

Walleran de Newburgh, fourth earl of Warwick, not-

withftanding his being heir to the title and eftate of his brother,

had not abfolute polTeiTion of the earldom till the yth year of

Richard I. when he gave twenty marks to have the tertium

DENARIUM DE PLACiTis COMITATUS (x). Hillorians mention

little

(u) J. Rous. (x) Rot. Pat. 9. Ric. I.

*' in equis, ficut armigeri mei habent in dome mea, eodem mode quo

*' Ricardus pater ejus habuit in dome patris mcI, & in mea, de me
*' & hsredibus meis, jure ha^reditario, imperpetuum ; & pr^ediftam

*' virgatam terrs in Cota, cum omnibus aliis terris quas Ricardus

*' pater ipfius Alani habuit in burgo meo de Warrewico, & extra,

*' cum omnibus pertinentiis fuis, &C. cum tol & team, facha &
*' fochnia, infangetheof, & in fokage omnia antedidla tenebit cum
*' cmni libertate. Reddendo de jamdiftis terris, &c. the earl

*' makes a general warranty of the faid office and land hiis teftibus,

*' Walerano fratre comitis, Hugone de Ardena, &c." Ex col'

leftan. MSS. Will. Dugdale, G. I. in Bib. Aihmol. Qxon. p. 521.

qui defumpfit, ut ait ex autographo fub figillo.

* This hofpitui Rood in the north-eaft fuburb of the town,

and was founded chiefly for the entertainment of Itrangers and

travellers; but it was continually to confiil: of a mailer or warden,

two chaplains, and two poor people. At the fuppreffion it was

valued but at 20I. 3s. per annum in the whole, and was granted

in the 27th year of Hen. VIII. to Anthony Stoughton.

f The fcite of this hofpltal k now unknown,



[ 21 ]

little more of him, except that he had two wives (y) ; Mar-

garet, daughter of Humphrey de Bohun earl of Hereford ; and

Alice, daughter of John de Harecourt, and widow of John de

Limefi (z). By the former he left ilTue Henry, his fucceflbr,

and Walleran, who having obtained from his father, as his

portion, the manors of Gretham and Cotefmere in Rutland-

fhire, and fundry parcels of land in the county of Worcefter,

died without iffue; alfo a daughter, Gundreda, who became a

nun in the abbey of Piniey. By Alice, his fecond wife, he

had ifiiie only one daughter, Alice, married to William Mau-

duit, baron of Hanflape in the county of Buckingham ; which

lordfliip he held by the ferjeancy of being one of the hereditary

chamberlains to the king in his exchequer (a). This earl

Walleran died in the 6th year of king John, 1205.

Henry de Newburgh, fifth earl of Warwick, being in

minority at the death of his father, was committed to the

cuftody of Thomas Eaflct, of Hedington near Oxford (b)

;

and, upon an inquifition taken in the i2th and 13th years of

king John, was certified to hold 107 knights fees of the king

in capite (c). In the 15th year of that king he came of age,

and had a fpecial writ, direcSting the iheriff" of Warwickfhirc

to deliver unto him tertium denarium comitatus Warewici,

as his anceftors ufed to have (d). This earl adhered to king

John in his wars with the barons, notwithftanding that king,

during the earl's minority, had given the feigniory of Gowcr

in Wales, part of the inheritance of the Warwick family, to

William de Braofe, concerning which the fucceeding earls had

great difputes. Upon the difference which happened between

king Henry III. in the i2th year of his reign, and his brother

Richard, earl of Cornwall, touching the caftle of Berkham.p-

fted,

(y) Rous. Rot. 7. a. 51. Hen. III. Rot.

(z) Regill. de Barlings, in Elb. 4. a.

Cotton. Rous. (b) Rot. Fin. 7. Joh.

(a) Madox's Hill, of the Excheq. (c) Lib. Rub. Scaccar. fol. 1 44. b.

Paf. commun. 33. Hen. III. (d) Rot. Clauf. 16. Joh. m. 6.
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fted, this earl, together with other barons, took up arms in

fupport of the earl of CornwaH's claim ; but the matter in

difpute being compromifed to the fatisfaftion of both parties,

he was ever after firmly attached to the part of his fovereign.

This Henry died in the 13th year of king Henry HI. 1229 (^)»

leaving by his nrft wife, Margery, the eldeft of the fifters and

coheirs of Henry d'Oily, of Hoke-Norton in Oxfordfhire,

one fon, and one daughter, viz. Thomas, who fucceeded his

father in the earldom ; and Margery, v/ho afterwards became

heir to her brother. By his fecond wife, Philippa, one

of the three daughters and coheirs of Thom.as Baffet, of

Hedington (f), he had no iflue. This Philippa afterwards

married Richard Seward, one of the rebellious barons againft

kino; John j but foon after was divorced from him, on account

of his cruelty to her. She died about the 30th year of king

Henry HI. and was buried before the high altar in the mona-

ftery of Berencefter, or Bifleter, in Buckinghamfliire, founded

by her father.

Thomas de Newburgh was of full age when his father

died, and that year hadlivery of his lands (g), but hadnotfeizin

of the earldom until four years after (h) : for at Whitfuntide,

•in the 17th year of king Henry III. the king then keeping his

feftival at Gloucefter, he was girt with the fword of knighthood ;

as were alfo Roger Bigot, earl of Norfolk, and Hugh de Vere,

earl of Oxford : and foon after, the king's precept, bearing date

at Tewkfbury, the 24th of IMay in the fame year, came to

the flierifF of the county in thefe terms :
*' Rex cinxit Tho-

" mam de Warewic cingulo comitatus Warewici ; et manda-

" turn eft vicecomiti Warv/ici, quod eidem comiti habere faciat

" de prsdidlo comitatu, id quod habere debet nomine Comitis

" Warev/ici, et de quo praedecefibres fui comites Warwici

" feifciti fuerunt, tanquam ad eos pertinentCj nomine Comi-
*' tat us.

(e) Rot. Fin. 13.Hcn.ni. (g) Rot.Clauf. ij.Hen.m. m. 2.

(f ) J. Pvous. (h) Dug, Bar. vol. i. p. 72.
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« tatus Warwici (i)." This Thomas married Ela*, daughter

of William Longefpe, earl of Salifbury, bafe fon to king

Henry II. but dying without ifiue, on the 26th of June, in

the 26th year of king Henry III. 1242, left his fifter Margery

heir to the earldom, and was buried at Warwick. Upon the

new-building of the choir In the time of king Edward III. his

monument, and divers more of his anceftors, were removed,

and never fet up again (k).

Margery de Newburgh had been twice married In the

life-time of her brother ; firft, to John Marefhal, of the family

of the earls of Pembroke ; and fecondly, by the fpecial ap-

pointment of king Henry III. to John de Plefletls, the king's

particular favourltef

.

This

(i) Rot.CIauf. i7.Hen.III.m.9. (k) J.Rous.

* This Ela, countefs of Warwick, was a great benefaflrefs to

the univerfity of Oxford, to the canons of Ofeney, the nuns at

Godftow, and other religious houfes in Oxfordfhire. She died

very aged in the year 1300, and was buried before the high altar

in the abbey-church of Ofeney, at the head of the tomb of

Henry d'Oily, under a flat marble, en v/hich was inlaid her por-

traiture in the habit of a vowefs, engraved on a copper plate [ij,

[i] Leland's Itin. J. Rous.

f This John de Pleflets, or PlefTetls, came out of Normandy in

the beginning of the reign of king Henry III. and having behaved

with great bravery in the wars in Wales, was, in the 19th year of

that king, conftituted governor of the callle at Devifes in Wilt-

flure, and alfo warden of the forefl of Chippenham. In the 24th

year of king Henry III. he ferved the office of iherifF for the

county of Oxford, and two years after had a grant of the ward-

ftiip and marriage of John Bifet, and likewife of the heirs of

Nicholas Malefmaines [2].

[2] Dugdale's Baronage, vol. i. p. 772,
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This John de Plessetis, in the year 1247, took upon

him the title of Earl of Warwick, in right of his v/ife,

conformable to a claufe in a fine

levied that year, between him the faid

John de PlelTetis, plaintiff, and Wil-

liam Mauduit, and Alice his wife,

deforcients, for fettling certain ma-

nors and lands, parcel of the earl-

dom of Warwick, on him the faid

John during his life ; and by which
Jcrhft de Piaceds

.

claufc the faid William Mauduit,
Eariafirarrvuk. ^^^ ^jj^^ his wifc, did, as far in

them lay, confer the faid earldom on him for life, although

he Ihould have no iffue by the countefs his wife(l). In the

month of Auguft following, the king, in a permiiHon given

to him for felling certain oaks in the foreft of Dene, affords

him the title of Comes Warwici, which after that time he

conftantly ufed. Margery his countefs * dying without children

by either of her hufbands, the inheritance of her family went

to the ilTue of her aunt Alice, daughter of Walleran earl of

Warwick, v/ho had been married to William Mauduit baron

of Hanflape, as above mentioned, and by whom fhe left a fon

and a daughter, to wit, William Mauduit, and Ifabel. This

John de Pleffetis died on the 26th day of February, in the 47th

year of king Henry III. and was buried in the choir of the

abbey of MilTenden in Buckinghamfhire (m).

William Mauduit, baron of Hanflape, fon and heir

of Alice, the daughter of earl Walleran, as before men-

tioned,

(1) Fin. 31. Hen. III. Rot. Clauf. de eodem anno. See alfu

Pat 39. Hen. III. m. 16. (m) J.Rous.

* She was a great benefaftrefs to the poor ; and amongft other

charities fhe beftowed on the poor of Warwick, towards their

better relief for ever, a common pallure, called Clay-pits, lying

on the weft fide of the town.
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tioned, on the death of the faid John de Plefletis, became

earl of Warwick, and had livery of the caiHe and manor of

Warwick, with all the other manors

and lands belonging to the family.

He adhered to king Henry HL
in the war with the barons, and

had the misfortune to be furprifed

in his caftle at Warwick, by

John GifFord, governor of Kenel-

worth caftle on the part of the ^^^^.^,,.^,„ ^audu^t

,

barons; who demolished the walls EarlofWanvick

of his caftle from tower to tower,

and carried him, and his countefs Alice, daughter of Gil-

bert de Segrave, prifoners to Kenelworth, and afterwards

obliged him to pay 1900 marks for his ranfom (n).

He died without iffue, on the 8th of January, in the 52d

year of king Henry HI. 1267, leaving Ifabel his fifter at

that time married to William de Beauchamp, eldeft fon and

heir of Walkeline de Beauchamp, baron of Elmley in the

county of Worcefter (o), fole heir to the earldom and

eftate *. His body was buried wijth great folemnity in the

abbey of St. Peter at Weftminfter ; but his heart was car-

ried to Catelby in Northamptonlliire, and depofited in the

nunnery there (p).

At the time of the conqueft the Beauchamps were con-

fidered as one of the principal families in Normandy. On
E the

(n) Matth. Weftm. J. Rous, &c.

(o) Segar. Dugdale's Earon. and Warw.

(p) J. Rous.

* This William Mauduit was the fourth baron of Hanflape,

in defcent from William Maldult, or Malduith, as he is called

in Domefday, to whom, on his marriage with Maud the

heirefs of Michael dc Hanflape, king Henry I. granted the ba-

rony, together with the office of chamberlain to the king in his

exchequer, and all the lands belonging thereto, as well in Nor-

mandy as in England, and particularly the caftle and honour of

Porcheftre,
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the advancement of duke William to the EngHfh throne,

they by his gift poffefled divers confiderable eftates in this

kingdom ; and in the reign of king Henry I. were greatly

enriched by the marriage of Walter de Beauchamp, with

Emeline, fole daughter and heir of Urfo de Abitot, he-

reditary flierifF of Worcefterfliire : but the great acceflion of

wealth and dignity introduced into the family by the

match with Ifabel, heircfs of Warwick, rendered it ex-

tremely powerful, infomuch that from this remarkable period

it rofe, as will appear in the fequel, through a feries of great

men, the earls of this line, to fuch a pitch of grandeur, that

the Beauchamps became at laft almoft too great for fubjeils.

Amongfl: the chief perfons who came into England with

William the Conqueror, was Hugh de Beauchamp (q),

who, in reward of his fingular fer-

vices, obtained from that monarch

a grant of Belinghou, or Beling-

ham, in Hertfordfhire ; Linclade,

Solebery, and Latebery, in Bucking-

hamfhire ; and forty-three other lord-

ftiips in the county of Bedford (r).

. . The time of the death of this
T/,e Original ^Arnis

yBeaiicimmf. Hugh is not mentioned by any of

our hiftorians ; but they inform us

that he left four fons, viz. Simon, who died without ifllie ;

Paganel or Payne, who having married Rohais, daughter

of Alberic de Vere jufticier of England, and widow of

Geffrey de Magnaville earl of Effex, became the anceftor

of the Beauchamps barons of Bedford * ; Walter, of whom
and

(q) Cronique de Normandie, (r) Ord. Vitalis. Battel Abbey

p. 95. Roll. Lib. de Domefday.

* Tlie Beauchamps, barons of Bedford, were hereditary almo-

ners to the king upon the day of his coronation [1]. The

male

[i] Camden in Eedfordlhire. Rcgords of the Court of Claims.
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and his ifTue I fhall particularly treat ; and Milo, who

fettled at Eaton in Bedfordfhire (s) : as alfo one daughter,

Adeline, married to Walter d'Efpec, lord of Kirkham and

Helmefley in Yorklhire (t).

Walter de Beauchamp, third fon of Hugh, was

fteward to king Henry I. He married Emeline (u), fole

daughter, and at length heir, of Urfo de Abitot, or, as he

is called in Domefday (x), Urfo de Wirceftre, hereditary

flierift of Worcefterfhire, and conflable of the caftle at

(y) Worcefter *• Roger, brother of Emeline, had fucceeded

to his father's dignities and large pofTeffions ; but being de*

prived of them for haftily ordering one of the king's officers

to be put to death, and foon after departing this life with-

out ilTue (z), all the lands of his inheritance were, by king

Henry I. beftowed on this Walter de Beauchamp, with

E 2 many

(s) Gefta R. Stephani. (x) Domefday, tit. Gloucefler.

(t) Ailredus Rieval. Rot. Pip. (y) Regift. penes decan. etcapit.

5. Steph. vel potius 18. Hen. I. Wigorn.

(u) Segar's Baron. MS. Dug- (z) W. of Malmfbury. Cron.

dale's Baron. Wigorn. in Bib. Cotton.

male line of this branch of the family ended in the 49th

year of king Henry III. on the death of John de Beauchamp

without ilTue. He was flain on the part of the barons in the

battle of Evefham. Maud, wife of Roger de Moubray ; Beatrix,

wife of Thomas Fitz-Oates ; and Joane, Ida, and Ifabel, daughters

of Ela wife of Baldwin Wake, were found to be his next heirs,

and had livery of his inheritance ; the faid Maud, Beairix, and

Ela, being his fitters [1].

[i] Rot. Pip. I. Edw. I. Bucks Dudgale'sMonaft. Angl.vol.j.

&Bedf. Rot. Pat. 52. Hen. III. p. 238.

m.34. Rot.Clauf 51. Hen. in.

* William of Malmfbury,
J. Rous of Warwick, and others of

our hiftorians, fay that he built this cattle in the very teeth of

the monks of bilhop Wolftans's monallcry, fo that the graff took

away part of their cametery.
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many privileges belonging thereto. The king at the fame

time granted to him the caftle and flieriffalty of Worcefter,

to hold as freely as any of his anceftors had done ; and

confirmed to him all the lands which he had of the gift

of Adeline, widow of Urfo de Abitot.

This Walter left iflue, by Emeline his wife, two fons

;

firft, William, of whom I fliall fpeak hereafter ; fecondly,

Stephen, who marrying Ifolda, daughter of Robert earl Fer-

rers, fettled at Comerfe and Fairfted in Effex *
; and one

daughter, Emma, married to Ralph baron of Sudley.

William de Beauchamp, the elded: fon and heir, bore

the ofHce of fteward to king Henry I. as his father had

done ; and obtained that king's confirmation thereof, toge-

ther with livery of all his lands. After the death of king

Henry he adhered to the intereft of the emprefs Maud, and

on her landing in England was one of the foremoft of

the nobility who joined her ; whereupon king Stephen dif-

pofTefled him of his eftates, as alfo of the flierifFalty and

caftle of Worcefter, which he gave, together with the city,

to Walleran earl of Meulent (a). The emprefs having in

the follov/ing year taken the king prifoner in the famous

battle of Lincoln, flie by her letters patent, bearing date

at Oxford, granted and reftored to this William de Beau-

champ, the caftle, with the outworks thereof, to hold of her

in capite, together with the fherifFalty of the county, the

forefts, and whatever elfe of inheritance appertained thereunto,

paying

(a) Hen. Huntingdon.

* Stephen de Beauchamp left iflue, Stephen, his only fon and

heir, who died without iflue in the 2d year of king Richard II.

and four daughters ; Ifolda, who married, firft, Richard de Sud-

bury, and fecondly, Richard Fitz-John ; Maud, married to William

de Wafcvllc ; Adeline, married to Ralph de Arderne ; and Idonea,

married to Henry de AIneto [i].

[i] Segar's Baronage, MS.
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paying to her the like ferm, as his father Walter de Beau-

champ, had formerly done ; in confideration of which grant

he covenanted to be her leige-man againft all perfons what-

foever, and efpecially againft the faid Walleran earl of

Meulent, with whom fhe declared that fhe would make

no agreement for the premifes. She likewife at the fame

time reftored to this William, the honour and caftle of

Tamworth, to hold as freely as Robert Defpencer, bro-

ther of the before-mentioned Urfo de Abitot, enjoyed the

fame ; the manors of Beckford, Wefton, and Luftenham, in

Rutland ; and fixty pounds per annum, Englifli lands, for his

fervice; the conftablelhip which the faid Urfo de Abitot

had ; the ofEce of fteward to the king, which his father

held of king Henry I. and all the lands and inheritances

of his next anceftors who had been in arms aciainft her,

and that could not make fine with her for the fame, un-

lefs fome of their neareft kindred had ferved in war on her

part (b) ; together with divers other confiderable eftates. Be-

fides the fherifFalty of Worccfterftiire, which this William

had by inheritance, he executed the like office for War-
wickfhire, in the 2d year of king Henry II. (c) ; for Glou-

cefterfhire, from the 3d to the gth year of king Henry II. (d) ;

and for Herefordfhire, from the 8th until the ibth year of

the fame king, inclufive (e). The time of his death is un-

certain ; but by his v/ife Maud, daughter of William lord

Breofe of Gower, he left illue WiHiam de Beauchamp, his

only fon and heir.

This William de Beauchamp, died in the beginning

of the reign of king John ; and having married Joane,

daughter of fir Thomas Walerie, knight, left ifTue Wilikin

or Walter, his only fon and heir, whofe wardfhip and

marriage was granted to Robert de Beauchamp, Geflrcy de

Abetoft,

(b) Dugdale's Baronage. (e) Mag. Rot. de iifdem annii

(c) Rot. Pip. 2. Hen. II.' Hersfordfeira in Wallia.

(d) Rot. Pip. 3. 4. &c. Hen. 11.
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Abetoft, and William de Chenington (f) ; and afterwards to

Roger de Mortimer- and Habel his wife (g).

Walter de Beauchamp, in the 17th year of king John,

was appointed governor of Elmley caftle, and had the cuftody

of the county in that year (h) ; but falling from his allegiance,

and fiding with the rebellious barons, was excommunicated,

and had his lands feized on. This ftartled him fo m.uch, that he

forthwith made his peace with the king, and Gualo the pope's

legate j and thereupon giving fecurity, that he fhould for the

future ferve the king faithfully, and fhould not at any time

withdraw from his fcrvice, he had reftitution of his caftle of

Worcefter, and the fherilFalty of that county, upon condition

that he fhould hold them for fourteen years after the king's

full age, and then fhould reflore them to him in as good plight

as he received them, if the king fo pleafed (i). In the i8th

year of king Henry III. he was one of the barons who rebelled

againft that king, at the infligation of Peter de Rupibus, bifhop

of Winchefler, on account of the numerous Poiclevins brought

into England ; but two years after he made his atonement,

and paying a fine of fifty marks, befides the 'JRum regin^,

obtained a new grant of the fherifFalty of Worceflerfliire (k).

By Bertha his wife, daughter of William lord Brus, he had

ilTue two fons, Walcheline and James (I.)

Walcheline de Beauchamp, died in the fame year

with his father ; and having married Joane, daughter of

Roger lord Mortimer, had ifme by her only one fon, Wil-

liam, who married Ifabel, fifter and heir of William Mau^
duit, baron of Hanflape, and earl of Warwick.

Isabel,

(f) Mag. Rot. ii.Joh. Rot. 61. (i) Ex collea. MS. Will. Dug-

Worcellre. dale in Mufzeo AiTimol. Oxen.

(g) Mag. Rot. 13. Joh. lib. I. fol. 22, &c.

(h) Pat. 17. Joh. m. II. (k) Mag. Rot. 20. Hen. III.

(I) Segar's Baronage, MS.
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Isabel, upon the death of her brother without iflue^

became Countess of Warwick in her own right; but haying

before that time entered into a holy ftate of life, in the nunnery

at Cokehill (m) in Worcefterfliire*, did not take upon her

that title. Neither did William her hufband, according to the

cuftom of thofe times, aflume the title of Earl ; wherefore

their eldeft fon, William de Beauchamp, who, as heir to

his uncle, fucceeded to his ellate and the office of one of

the chamberlains of the exchequer in fee, had the title of

Earl of Warwick whilft his parents were living, as is evi-

dent from two pafiages in the teftament of William the

father. In one of thefe he ftyles his fon William Earl of

Warwick ; and in the other, fpeaking of his daughter-in-

law, he gives her the appellation of Countess f- William

the father died in the 54th year of king Henry III. 1269,

and was buried in the church of the Friers Minors m
Worcefter: but when Ifabel died, does not appear. Befides

William

(m) J. Rous. Dugdale's Baronage.

* Dugdale, by miflake, makes her the foundrefs of this nun-'

nery. She might be ftyled Foundrefs, as having the patronage

of this nunnery by defcent, or perhaps as reftoring it after it

might have been forfaken, or as fhe might have been a confi-

derable benefaftrefs : but ihe could not have been the original

foundrefs ; for there is ftill extant, in the hands of Dr. Macro

of Norfolk, a deed of William Beauchamp, earl of Warwick, con-

firming to the nuns of Cokehill the gift which Ifabel his mo-

ther, William the earl her brother, and Walleran the earl her

grand-father, who died in the 6th year of king John, made unto

them, viz. the church of Nettleton. This nunnery confiiled of a

priorefs and fix white nuns : it was, at the diflblution, valued at

35I. 9s. 3d. per annum, according to Dugdale, or, as Speed fays,

34I. 15s. I id. and the fcite thereof v/as granted to Nicholas For-

tefcue, and Catherine his wife, whofe lineal dcfcendants now enjoy it.

-J-
'' Item W'illielmo primogenito meo, &c.——et fili^e meae,

*' CoMiTisSiE uxoRi svjE, Scc. Cxtcra autem bona mea
'^ commifi ordinationi & difpofitioni dileftorum executorum tefta-

" menti mei, D. Roger! de Mortuomari, & Wiilieimi primo-
*' CEKITI MEI, COMITIS WaREWICI."
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William de Beauchamp, earl of Warwick, they left IfTue

three other fons, viz. John, to whom his father gave the

lordfhip of Holt in Worcefterfliire, and who was grand-

father of John created Baron Beauchamp of Kidderminfter,

by patent, the loth of October, 1377 J; which branch of

the family ended in heirs female, from one of whom ftr

John Guife, of Gloucefterfhire, baronet, is defcended
jj

:

Walter de Beauchamp, of Powick and Alcefter, of whom
and his IfTue I fhall particularly treat, as fir Fulke Grevile,

the firft lord Brooke, was by Elizabeth the heirefs above

mentioned lineally defcended of him, and inherited from him

the manor of Alcefter : Thomas de Beauchamp, who died

unmarried: and four daughters; Sarah, the wife of Richard

lord Talbot
; Joane, married to fir Bartholomew de Sudley

;

Ifabel, and Sibil, both of whom died young.

William de Beauchamp was. In right of his mother,

Earl of Warwick, baron of Hanflape, and one of the

chamberlains to the king in his ex-

chequer ; and in right of his father,

baron of Elmley, hereditary con-

ftable of the caftle of Worcefter, and

hereditary fherifF of that county.

Upon the 9th day of February, in

the 52d year of king Henry III. he

did his homage, as nephew and heir

to William Mauduit, the laft earl of

Warwick, for all the lands defcended

to him by his father's death (n). He diitinguifhed himfelf,

among
(n) Rot. Fin. 52. Hen. III. m. 9.

J The laft baron Beauchamp of Kldderminfler died in the

8th year of king Henry V. leaving Margaret, his fole daughter

and heir, married, firft, to fir John Pauncefort, knight, and

fecondly, to John Wylham, efqulre.

II
Sir John Guife is defcended from John Guife of Elmore,

who married Mary, one of the daughters and coheirs of John

Beauchamp, only fon and heir of Williara, fecond fon of the firft

John Beauchamp of Holt.
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among the great men of his time, by the eminent fervieea

he rendered to the crown, having been almoft conftantly

in employments, civil or military, under Edv/ard I. for

tu'enty-fix years of the reign of that king. In the 2d year

of Edward I. he was fent, with other great lords, to the

borders of Wales, to hear and redrefs the wrongs and tref-

palTes committed in thofe parts, contrary to the form of the

peace v/iiich had been concluded between king Henry III.

and Lewelinc prince of Wales (o). In the 4th year of

king Edward I. he was made captain-general of all the

king's forces in Chefliire and Lancafliire, for the defence

of thofe counties againfl the incurfions of the Welch (p).

Upon fundry occafions he a/filted in perfcn in king Ed-

ward's wars agalnft this princ.pality, and did fmgular fervice,

particularly in the 23d year of Edv/ard I, when by flrata-

gem he routed a ftrong body of the Welch near Montgo-

mery (q). He likewife ferved the king in his wars in Scot-

land, and, with John earl of Surrey, in the 24th year of

king Edward I. defeated the whole Scotch army at Dun-

bar, and took the town (r). In the year following he was

fummoned to attend the king into Flanders, but upon fur-

ther confideration was left behind, and made governor of

the caftle and foreft of Rockingham in Northamptonfhire,

and alfo one of the governors of prince Edward (s), then

a minor, whom the king had conftituted his lieutenant du-

ring his abfence. Before the end of the fame year he was

appointed to march with prince Edward againft the Scotch :

but it docs not appear that either the prince, or the earl

of Warwick, went upon that expedition, which proved ex-

tremely unfortunate ; for through the mifconducl of the Eng-

lifh generals, as well as by the valour and military fkill of the

famous {[y William Wallace, the Englifli army was this year

ahnoil totally deftroyed in Scotland (t). This earl was a great

F benefactor

(0) Rot. Clauf. 2. Edw. I. m. 9. (r) T. WaHIngham.

(p) Rot. Pat. 4. Edw. I. m. 2. (s) Ibid.

(cj) MS. in Bib. Bodl. k. 84. (t) T. Walfingham. Buchanan*
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bcnefa6lor to the monaftery of Thelesford in Warwickfiiire,

and to the abbey of Prieux in Normandy (u) ; and departing

this life in June, 1298, was buried in the chapel of our Lady

within the cathedral of Worcefter, where his tomb ftill

remains (x). He had iffue by Maud his wife, one of the

daughters and coheirs of Richard Fitz-John, fon of John Fitz-

GefFrey juftice of Ireland (y), and widow of Gerard de Fur-

jiival, three fons, viz. firft, Guy, fo named in honour of the

famous Guy, earl of Warwick in the time of the Saxons

;

fecondly, Robert; and thirdly, John

:

alfo five daughters ; Ifabel, married

to Peter Chaworth, efquire ; Maud,

the wife of kithen ; Margaret,

married to John Sudley ; and Ann
and Amy, who were nuns at Should-

ham in Norfolk. This earl bore

for his arms, gules, feme of crofs

5!J:;>tJ:r;.'^^'^^ "^^^ts, with a felle, or: which

crofs croflets were added to his coat,

for his father ufed them not ; but whether in token of any

pilgrimage by him made into the Holy Land, or vow fo to do,

is uncertain.

Guy de Beauchamp, eldeft fon and heir, fucceedcd to

the earldom of Warwick, and in the fame year that his

father died attended the king into Scotland, and aflifted at the

famous battle of Falkirk, where he behaved fo well, that,

in reward of his condud and valour, the *king gave him all

the caftlcs and lands of Geffrey de Mowbray, lying in that

"kin<^dom, excepting the lordfhip of Okeford near Roxborough ;

iikewife all the lands of John de Strivelin, v/ith the caftle of

Amesfeild, and the lands of Drungrey (z). In Michaelmas

term following, he took pofTeirion of his office of chamberlain

of the exchequer, and was fworn into the office of hereditary

fherifF

(u) Carta, 3. Edw. III. per In- (y) Rot. Fin. 26. Ed. I. m. 13.

fpeximus &; Cartular. Warwici. (2) T. Walfingham. Cartular.

(x) Green's Antiq. of Worcefter. Com. War. f. 174. b.
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{herlff of Worcefterfhire*. He ferved king Edward T. feveral

years after in that country, and, as a reward for his fervices,

he obtained a grant, to himfelf and his heirs, of Bernard

jaftle in the bifhoprick of Durham, together with the town

and lordfhip ; as alio the manor of Middleton, with the chafes

thereto belonging ; and the manor of Gainsford ; which lands

were held for life by the wife of Hugh de Baliol ; as alfo all

the lands held by the wife of Alexander de Baliol, which were

to have defcended to John de Baliol, then the king's enemy

and rebel. In the reign of king Edward H. he was one of

the nobility who feized Piers Gavefton, the king's favourite,

at Scardeburgh ; of which the king having notice, he fent to

defire they would fpare his life ; which the lords, at the requeft

of the earl of Pembroke, agreed to do, and thereupon delivered

him into the hands of that earl, who fent him to Walling-

ford ; from whence he was taken by earl Guy, who carried

him back to Warwick caftlc, and from thence to Gaverfithe,

or Blacklow hill, about a mile from Warwick, and there

cut off his head (a). It fcems, this great favourite had a par-

F 2 ticular

(a) T. Walfingham. 11.62763
* * in fdaccario fedcbat, & facramentum prseftitit quo ad

* ofRcium Camerarii, Quod fecreta regis celaret : et pro officio

* Vicecomitisexercendo in difto comitatu, praeftltit facramentum in

* forma fequenti :— * Quil leaument fervira le roi en ofiice de Vif-

*' counte en le counte de WyrceftrCj e le preu le roi ferra en tuttcs

*' chofes qui a lui appendent a farrc, flouloni fon fen .S: fon pocir,

" & les dreitures e qant qe a la coronne appent loiament gardera, &
" naffentira a defores ne a ccnceller des droitz ne des francliifes le

" roi, e par la ou il favera les droitz le roi ou de fa coronne, feit en

' terres, franchifes, rentes, ou fieutes concelcs ou fouflreez, queil

" mettra peine a ceo repeller ; e fil meifraes ne puilTe les amendes

*' farre, il le dirra au roi, ou teil de fon counfeil de qui il feit certcin

** quil le die au roi ; e qe leaument treteraje poeple de fa bailie, e

*' a chefcun ferra droit ; e quil ne fuftra nul baillij defoutz lui, en

" le dit counte, forfqe des plus loiaux del pals ou dautre pais, qui

*' mieux e plus leaament puiifent le roi fervir e le poeple."—MicJK

Comjnunia, 26. ^ z^.Edw. I. Rot, 4, b.
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ticular fpleen to the earl, and was wont to call him the Black

Hound of Arden ; for which, as we have feen, he paid with

his life (b). The earl thought fit, notwithftanding this bold

ftep, to demand a pardon from the king, who was obliged to

grant it him, but never loved him afterwards (c). They did

not, however, live long together; for on the 12th of Auguft,

1 315, the earl died at his caftle of Warwick, as fome infi-

nuate, of poifon (d), and was buried, purfuant to the diredions

given in his will, in the abbey of Bordefiey *. By Alice his

wife, daughter of Ralph, and fifter and heir of Robert de

Tony, of Flamftead in Hertfordfnire, and vv'idow of Thomas

de Leyburne, he left two fons ; Thomas, who fucceeded him ;

and John, who in the following reign diftinguiihed himfelf by

his military fervices, had the honour to carry the royal ilimd-

ard at the battle of CrefTy (e), was feveral times captain of

Calais, and admiral of the king's fleet ; conflable of the tov/er

of London, conflable of Dover caftle, and warden of the

Cinque Ports for life; admiral of the South, North, and Weft

feas ; and one of the founders of the noble order of the Gar-

ter ; but died without ifTiie, in the 34th year of king Ed-

<i»ward III. and was buried between two pillars on the fouth

part of the cathedral church cf St. Paul in London, before the

image of our Lady, where he had a noble monument, which

was ufually called Duke Humphrey's Tomb (f). Befides thefe

two fons, carl Guy left five daughters ; Maud, married to

Geffrey lord Say; Emme, the wife of Rowland Odingfels; Ifabel,

Xn:\nk\i

(h) T. Walfingham. (d T. Walfrngham. J.
Rous,

(c) Tat. 7. Edw. n. p. I. m. 15. (e) Pat. 25. Edw. III.

in Cedula. (f) Dug. Baron, vol. i. p. 231.

* This carl Guy was a conridrrable benefaiflor to tlie abbey oC

Bordefiey. He alfo founded within his caltle of Ilchnelegc, or

Elmeley, in Worceilerfiilre, and amply endowed, a college for

eight prieRs, to the honour of the BleHbd Virgin. It was granted

37. Hen. VIJI. to Sir Thomas Hobby, and 6. Eliz. to Antons

Pawftin.—Leiand'b Itin. vol. 2. p. ij. Rot. Pat. 14. Edw. I\'.
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mnrrlsd to John Clinton ; Elizabeth, the wife of Thomas lord

Afliley ; and Lucia, married to fir Robert Napton, knight.

Thomas de Bzauchamp, earl of Warwick, was fcarce

two ycars old at his father's death ; and therefore Hugh le

Defpencer had the cuftody of his lands, and probably of his

perfon ; but after the ruin of that great favourite in the

beginning of the next reign, Roger lord Mortimer obtained

the cuftody of Warwick caftle, and all the earl of Warwick's

lands, on account of a marriage intended between him and

a daugliter of that lord's (g) : and two years afterwards the

king received his homage by fpeclal favour, as if he had

been of full age, though only in his feventeenth year, at

which time he took upon him his hereditary offices of

iheriff of Worcefterfhire and chamberlain of the exchequer (h}.

Before he was twenty years of age the king made him go-

vernor of Guernfey, and the little iflands adjacent. He at-

tended the king in his wars in Scotland and France, and was

prefent and did great fervice in the famous fea-fight in 1340.

In the i8th year of king Edv/ard III. he was conftituted fhcrifF

of Warwickfhire, and lyeicefterfhire for life ; and the fame

year created earl marflial of England. He was one of the

marfhals of the king's army fent into France, and one of the

chief commanders, who, under the Black Prince, led up

the van of the Englifh army in the famous battle of

CrefTy. In the battle of Poitiers he fought fo long, and (o

ftoutly, that his hand was extremely galled with the exercife of

his fword and battle-ax : hov/dver, he had the good fortune

to take William de Melleun, arch-biihop of Seinz, prifoner ;

for whofe ranfom he had no lefs than 8000I. and in re-

v/ard of his military fervices he had an annual allowance

of 1000 marks out of the king's exchequer. He was like-

wife one of the founders of the moft noble order of the

Garter. In the 37th year of king Edward III. he attended

prince

(g) Pat. II. Edw. n.

(h) Mich. Communia, 9. Edw. U. Rot. 89. a.
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prince Edward into Gafcony; and from thence, with a

train of 300 horfe, confifting of knights, efquires, archers,

and fervants, made a progrefs into the eaft, where he fpent

three years in warring againil: the infidels. In his return he

brought along with him the fon of the king of Lithuania,

who was chriftened a^ London, by the name of Thomas,

the earl himfelf {landing god-father. His ardour for mili-

tary atchevements abroad did not hinder him from diftin-

guifhing himfelf by his buildings, and pious and liberal do-

nations,, at honre (i). He rebuilt the walls of Warwick caftle,

which in earl Mauduit's time had been demolillied, adding

ftrong gates, and fortifying the gate-ways with imbattled

towers : he likewife founded the choir of the collegiate

church of St. Mary, built a booth-hall in the market-

place of Warwick, and made the town toll-free. This

great man was nov/ of an age that might have excufed

him from any further fatigues in war
;
yet in the 43d year

of king Edward IIL hearing that the Englifh army, under

the condudl of the duke of LancaHer and earl of Hereford,

lay perifhing with famine and peftilence in their camp,

near Calais, and yet declined fighting with the French,

who prefTed them clofe ; old as he then was, he got toge-

ther haflily fome choice troops, and failing for Calais, by

his bare appearance difperfed the French, and relieved the

Englifh army. Not fatisfied with this, he purfued them in

their retreat, and wafted the country all round Calais : but

there this great man was feized with the peftilence, of which

he died on the 13th of November, 1370, being then in the

63d year of his age. His body was brought over, and buried

in the middle of the choir of the collegiate church in Warwick,

where his tomb is ftill to be feen, with the ftatues of him and

his countefs, who died a few weeks before him, excellently cut

in white marble. By Catherine his v/ife, daughter of Roger

Mortimer, the firft earl of March, created by king Edward III,

lie had fcyen fons, viz, fi;ft, Guy, who died before him, in

the

(1) John Rofs's Account of the Earls of Warwick, Hern's edition^,

P- 233.
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the year 1359? and was buried at Vendofme In France, where

his monument is ftill to be feen j leaving by Philippahis wife*,

daughter to Henry lord Ferrers of Groby, three daughters,

Catherine, Elizabeth, and Margaret, all nuns at Shouldham

in Norfolk ; fecondly, Thomas, who fucceeded him ; thirdly,

Reynburne, who left ifliie only one daughter, Eleanor, mar-

ried to John Knight, of Hanflape, efquire ; fourthly, William,

who afterwards became baron Bergavenny, and of whom
and his defcendants I ihall immediately treat ; and John,

Roger, and Hierom, who all died unmarried. Befides thefe

feven foKS this earl had ten daughters, whofe portraitures

were drawn and fet up in the windows on the fouth fide

of the choir of the collegiate church of St. Mary at War-

wick, viz. Maud, married *to Roger de Clifford ; Philippa,

the wife of Hugh earl of Stafford ; Alice, married to John

Beauchamp of Hache ; Joane, the wife of Ralph lord Baf-

fet of Drayton j Ifabel, married lirft, to John le Strange

of Blackmore, and fecondly, to Robert de Uffbrd earl of

Suffolk; Margaret, married to Guy de Montalt; Agnes,

married firft, to Cookfey, and fecondly, to

Bardolf; Juliana, who died unmarried j Elizabeth, the wife

of fir Thomas de Ufford, knight of the Garter ; and

Catherine, who became a nun at Wroxhall in Warwick-

Ihire (k).

William de Beauchamp, fourth fon of Thomas earl of

Warwick and Catherirfe Mortimer, made his firff campaign

in 1366, under the famous John of Gaunt, duke of Lan-

caffer,

(k) Scgar's Baronage, MS. Weaver's Fun. Monum. p. 720. Dug-

dale's Warw. 320.

* This Philippa furvived her hufband, and on the nth of

Auguft, 1360, made her folemn vow of ciiaflity in the collegiate

church of St. Mary at Warwick, before Reginald Bryan, thea

bilhop of WorceHcr [i].

[i] Dugdale's Warwickiliire, p. 319.
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carter (1), with whom he continued to ferve throughout th^

whole reign of king Edward III. In the firft year of king

Richard II. he was appointed governor of the caftle and

county of Pembroke, and in the fourth year of the fame

kino-, lord chamberlain, with an annual penfion of 200I. for

life (m). In the yth of that king he was captain of Calais (n) ;

and continuing in that fervice, he was, in the loth year of

king Richard, conftituted captain of the caflles of Pembroke

and Kilgaran in Wales, and king's commifTioner to treat with

the earl of Flanders (o). It was at this jun6ture that he diftin-

guiflied himfelf in a manner fo peculiar, that it deferves to be

ever remembered. Among other bafe fchemes put into the

head of Richard II. by his favourites, one was, to retire,

when the duke of Gloucefter and the other lords were near

London with an army, to France, and there purchafe the

alTiflance of that monarch by giving up to him moft of the

fortreflcs he then held in that realm (p). When all things

were ready at home for carrying this darkdefign into execution,

and the king fent orders to William Beauchamp to quit his

command at Calais, and tranfmit certain letters to the court

of France, he ftoutly refufed both(q). He declared, w^itb

refpe6l to the former, that he was intruded with this important

fortrefs with the advice and confent of the nobility ; and with-

out their approbation he would not render up his command.

As for the letters, gueding at their tenor, inflead of fending

them to Paris he tranfmitted them to the duke of Gloucefter

in England. Afterwards, when John de la Pole, brother to

the great favourite Suffolk, came v^^ith the king's orders to take

from him the command of Calais, he not only refufed to yield

it into his hands, but feized him, and carried him over prifoner

to England ; which at that time inccnfed the king to fuch a

degree, as it intirely defeated the fchcme of his minifters, that

he caufed him immediately on his arrival to be arrefted, and

committed

(1) Froifard, lib. i.p. 138. (o) Rot. Franc. 1 1. RIc. II, m. 6.

(m) Pat. 4. RIc. II. p. I. m. 5. (p) H. Knighton.

(n) Rot. Franc. 7. Ric. II. m. 27. (q) Ibid.
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committed to clofe cuftody ; but foon after, either through fear

or choice, he fet him at liberty again (r). John Haftings,

earl of Pembroke and baron Bergavenny, in the 48th year of

king Edward III. had, with that king's licence, entailed the

caftle and lordfhip of Bergavenny, and other his lands in Eng-

land and Wales, on his coufin, this fir William Beauchamp *,

on failure of the heirs male of the body of the faid John ;

and in that cafe enjoined him not only to bear the arms and

take the name of Haftings, but to endeavour to obtain the

earldom of Pembroke (s). The year after, this John earl of

Pembroke died, leaving ifTue only one fon, John Haftings,

his fucceftbr in the earldom and barony, who was flain in a

tournament on the 13th of December, 1390, and died with-

out ifTue. Sir William Beauchamp, thereupon fucceeding to

the eftates of the earl of Pembroke, was, on the 23d day of

November, 1392, fummoned to parliament as Baron Berga-

venny. and fo continued to be fummoned to all fucceeding

parliaments until the time of his death (t). In the firft year

of king Henry IV. he v/as made a knight of the Garter, and

conftituted juftice of South-Wales for life, anci reftored to the

government of the town and caftle of Pembroke and lordfhip

of Tineby, v/ith the addition of the caftle and lordfhip of

Kilgaran and county of Ofterlow alfo for life, payi:.^- into the

exchequer feventy marks per annum (u). He died on the 8th

of May, 141 1, and, as directed by his will, was buried in the

church of the Black Friers in Hereford, next and beneath the

tomb of John Haftings, earl of Pembroke, his couf:;-'. ar.d

benefactor. By his wife Joan, daughter of Richard earl of

Arundel, fifter and coheir of Thomas earl of Arundel, and

widow of Humphrey de Bohun, earl of Hereford, Suflex,

G and

(r) H.Knighton. (t) Rot. Clauf. de temp. Ric. IL'

(s) Segar's Baronage, MS. Dug- (u) Rot. Pat. i. Hen. IV. p. 4.

dale's Baronage, vol. 1.P.57S. m. li.

* Catherine Mortimer, mollier of this fn- William Beauchamp,

was filler to Agnes, the mother of this John HalUngSj eari of Pem-

broke and baron Ber2:avenn\-.
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and Southampton, he left ifluc, Richard his only fon, v/ho

fucceeded him ; and two daughters
; Joane, married to James

Butler earl of Ormoiid ; and Elizabeth.

Richard Beauchamp, Baron Be;rgavenny, in reward

of the many fignal fervices which he did to king Flenry V. in

his wars abroad, was by that monarch, in the eighth year of

his reign, advanced to the title of Earl of Worcefler (x), and

for the better fupport of that dignity, obtained a grant of lands

in Normandy and other parts of France (y). It was not long

that he lived to enjoy thefc marks of royal favour; for very foon

after, he was wounded by a flone from a fiing at Nufembry

in France ; of which he ianguilhed for fome time, and then

died. His body was interred at Tewkfbury, at the end of

the choir, near to the chapel of Roger Fitz-Hamon : and in

him ended the male line of this branch of the family. By

Ifabel his wife, daughter of Thomas le Defpencer by his wife

Conflance daughter of Edmund duke of York, and fiflcr ar.d

heir of Richard le Defpencer, he left iiTuc an only daughter,

Elizabeth, who afterwards married Edward Ncvil, a younger

fon of Ralph Nevil earl of Wcftmoilarid, and carried with

her all the lands whereof her father died feized, except the

caitle and lordfliip of Bergavenny, which by a fpccial cntaih

made in the time of king Richard II. by William Beauchamp

then lord Bergavenny, was, on failure of iiTuc male of his

body, to refort unto Thomas Beauchamp, carl of ^\'arwick.

But, to return,

Ttigmas Be/.''CHamp, fecond though cldefl fiu'viving fon

of the laft carl Thomas, fucceeded to the PIarldom of War-
AvicK. Being at that time of .the age of twenty-four years, he

obtained livery of thofe lands which dcfcended to him by the

death of his father (z). In the 50th year of Edward III. he

was made governor of the ifles of Gucrufev, Serke and

Alderney
J

and in the year follovv'ing, viz. i. Richard II.

was

(x) Rot. Fran. 5, Hen. V. m. iq. (z) Efch. 43. Edw. III. Rot.

(y) Pat.Norman. 9.Hen.Y.m.30. C'lv-;uf. 44. Edw. III.
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was retained by indenture to ferve the king in his wars

beyond feas, with 200 men at arms and 200 archers, having

in his retinue one banneret, four knights, and 144 efquires.

Two years afterwards he was chofen governor to the king,

Richard 11. then in minority, by the commons in parliament,

as the man the beft qualified for fo great and important a

charge (a). But it does not appear that he had either fuccefs

or fatisfaiftion in the exercife of his employment : for the

young king foon came to fliew a turbulent and untradable

fpirit, fo as not to be managed by any but a few young

and giddy favourites, who pufhed him on to all manner

of extravagance and iniquity, and brought him even to enter

into contrivances to put to death the duke of Glouceftcr

his own uncle, and the earl of Warwick his governor ;

whereupon thefe two great lords, putting themfelves in arms

in their pwn defence, conftrained the king to hold a par-

liament, in the nth year of king Richard II. in which proper

laws were pafled for the fecurity of the kingdom, againil:

the infolence and opprellion of favourites. Within a year

or two after, the king having afl'embled his nobles, told them

he was now of age to govern himfelfand the kingdom;

and thereupon difcharged fome of his great officers and old

counfellors, among whom was this Thomas earl of Warwick.

The earl therefore, being thus difmifled from court, retired

to his caftle at Warwick ; where he lived fome years ia

quiet, amufing himfcif with building, and other occupations

fuitable to his large fortune and liberal fpirit. It was at that

time he built the remarkable tower at the north-eaft corner of

Warwick caftle, which is called Guy's Tower, (the coft of

which amounted to 395I. 5s. 2d.) and completed the body of

the collegiate church of our Lady at Warwick ; both which

were finiflied in the year 1394. In the mean while the king,

having at laft, by the means of his wicked minifters, brought

about the murder of his own uncle the good duke of Glou-

cefter, fought how to free himfelf of this great earl, who,

notwithftanding the peaceable and inoffenfive retirement in

G 2 which

(a) Pat. 50. EJvv. III. p. I. m. 2.
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which he lived, was ftill an objefl of his refentment and jea-

loufy. He therefore invited the earl to a feaft, who, fufpecting

no harm, came in an unguarded manner : there the king feized

him as his prifoner : the earl put himfelf upon the parliament

forjuftice; but by that parliament, in the 21ft year of king

Richard II. he was condemned to lofe his head, for having

been in arms with the duke of Gloucefler againft the king (b).

That fentence however was remitted at the follicitation of the

earl of Salilbury, who faid that the earl of Warwick had been

drawn in by the duke of Gloucefter, and that the Beauchamps-

had never been guilty of treafon againft the crown of Eng-

land. The king's clemency extended no farther than to fpare

his life. The caftle and manor of Warwick, with many fair

lordfhips of his inheritance, were granted to Thomas Holland,

earl of Kent, and the heirs male of his body, and the reft of

his lands to others. He himfelf was fent into the Ifle of

Man, there to remain a prifoner for life 1 but in the fame year

he was brought to the tower of London, where he continued

till the revolution, which foon afterwards happened, fet

Henry IV. on the throne, and reftored him to his liberty

and eftate. This earl was knight of the moft noble order of

the Garter. He feems to have had a particular veneration for

the memory of the celebrated old Guy of Warwick ; having

given to the tower he built, the name of Guy's Tower

;

and leaving to his fon Richard, by his will, the fword and

coat of mail of that champion ; he himfelf having received

them as an heir-lome from his father. This earl Thomas died

on the 8th of April, in the 2d year of king Henry IV. 1401,

in the 55th of his age, leaving by Margaret his wife, daughter

to William lord Ferrers of Groby, one fon, Richard, his

fucceflbr, and two daughters, who died nuns. He and his

countefs, who died the 22d of January, 140b, were buried in

the fouth part of the collegiate church of Warwick, under a

fair monument of white marble, having their portraitures en-

graven on brafs inlaid thereon, ftill remaining*. RicH-

(b) T. Walfingham.

* The church of St. Mary in Warwick having been dcflroyed by

a fire in the year 1694, this monument, by the vigilance cf one of

the
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Richard de Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, was

one of the moft confiderable perfons in this kingdom in the

fifteenth

the commiffioners for rebuilding the town of Warwick, was reco-

vered out of the afhes, and again fet up in its former place, with

the following infcription placed thereon

.

*' D. O. M. et asternas memoris
*' Sacrum.

'* Qui templum hoc fruftra in maufoloeum, ipfafque

" Aras in refugium habuit,

" E fomno, quo trecentos amplius annos jacuit fepultus,

<* Quemque non ni/i communi rerum rogo perturbatum iri pu-

" tarat experreftus,

" Affurgit, ecce ! et adflat

" Vir ille inclytus pietate et bellica virtute asque infignis ;

" Regum nunc amor, nunc iuvidia, regno femper

" Dileftus;

*' Fortuna: aliquamdiu lufus, tandem viftor ; blandienti par,

*' Novercante major

;

" Heroum nominis femper Gallizs terribilis tantum non ultimus,

" Thomas de Bellocampo, Comes Varvici ;

*' Infularum Guernsey, Serke, et Aurency, Prajfetflus

;

" Ordinis Perifcelidis Eques

;

* Evardo III. principi faelici invifto, ob res egregias

" Anglia et Gallia geftas, in paucis charus

:

" Ricardo II. minorenni per conventum regni

" Ordinum Curator admotus :

** Eodem rege fui aut fuorum potius juris fado majeflaiis

" Damnatus, in Manniam deportatus,

*' Ab Henrico IV. ad cenfus et honores poftliminio,

" Revocatus

:

" Qui, cum fatis patris, fibi et glorl^e fuas vixiffet,

'* Una cum Margareta uxore fua hic loci coutumulatus,

" AnnoDom. AlCCCCI.
*' Ne in cineribus aedis hujus collegiatae, quam ipfe ex-

" truxerat, periret et monumentum
*' Sepulchrale fundatoris, imagines hafce facrilegis ereptas

" Flammis, erigi curavit unus

*' E FiDEICOMMISSARIIS adURBEM Ct MdZM hancSACRAM
<« Rediii-
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fifteenth century. At the coronation of king Hcnrv IV.

he was made knight of the Bath, being then only nineteen

years of age ; and in the fourth year of the fame reign

had livery of his lands. In the next year he marched with

the forces appointed to fupprefs the rebellion of Owen
Glendowr, againft whom he behaved bravely, and took his

ftandard in open battle (c). He was likewife in the famous

battle of Shrewibury againft the Percies, where he gained

great honour (d). In 1408 he obtained licence from king

Henry IV. to vifit the holy fepulchre at Jerufalem, and fet

out with a fplendid retinue for that purpofe. In the courfe

of his journey he vifited the courts of fcveral princes, where

he frequently engaged in tournaments and other acts of

chivalry ; in all which he acquitted himfelf with the greateft

valour. On his return home, in the 12th year of king

Henry IV. he was retained with Henry prince of Wales,

to ferve him as well in times of peace as of war, both

in this realm, upon and beyond the feas, for 250 marks

per annum, to be paid out of the prince's exchequer at

Caermarthen j and whenfoever he fiiould be in that prince's

court, to have four efquircs and fix yeomen with him,

and diet there for them all (e). He v.ms alfo appointed, in

conjunction with the bifhop of Durham and others, the

fame year, to manage a treaty with tiic king of Scots (f).

At the coronation of king Henry V. he was conftityted lord

high fteward, as the patent exprelles it, for his known wirJoni

and indefatigable induftry. In 141 5 he was declared cap-

tain of Calais, and governor of the marches of Picardy (g).

In. 1417 he was created earl of Aumarle, or, as we uiually

call

(c) T. Wdfingham. (f) Rot. Scoc. 12. Hen. IV.

(d) Ibid. (>^) Rot. Franc.

(e) Ex Autographo in Scaccario.

" Rcdificandas fcnatCis decreto conftltutis,

" Et memoria: tanti nominis are ct marmore pert-nniom

" Hoc quali quali elogio parenrat,'

'* Anno Dom. MDCCVI."



[ 47 ]

call it, Albemarle, in reward for his bravery at the fieges

and reduiftion of Caen, Dampfront, Caudebeck, Roan, and

other places in France (h). In May following he was fent

to the court of France to treat of a marriage between king

Henry V. and Catherine daughter of king Charles VI.

in which he fucceeded to the great fatisfadlion * of his

royal mafter. In the year 1420 he was elected a knio-ht

of the Garter (i). King Henry V. was fo well convinced

of his diilinguiflied merit, that by his will he gave him

the higheft teftimony of his refpe^l for, and confidence in

him, by directing that he fliould have the tutelage of his

fon, then an infant, till he arrived at the age of fixteen

;

which was afterwards, upon the king's death, confirmed by

parliament (k). In confequence of this he was called from

France, where he then ferved as one of the principal com-

manders under the duke of Bedford, regent of that kingdom,

to take upon him the government of the young king

:

but his military fervices to the nation were held of fo

great

(h) Hifl. MS. de Gefiis ejus. (k) Thomas de Elmham in Vita

(i) Afhrnole's Order of the Gar- Hen. V. Rot. Pari,

ter, p. 6io.

* The treaty v/hich he effefted was concludeo in the cataedr.i)'

church of Troycs, on the 21ft of May, 14.ZO, in the prefence of

the two kings, and ratified under their refpedlive feals. ^By iah

treaty king Charles acknowledges king Henry heir to the crown

of France ; but it was agreed that Henry ihould not bear the

title of King of France till the death of Charles, but content

himfelf with the title of Regent, and the managing all public

affairs. The two kingdoms of France and England were to

remain under one prince, viz. Henry and his heirs ; but were

to be independent of each other, and to be governed each by

its own laws ; and the privileges and rights of all pcrfon.s and

ellatcs were to be preferved, &c. Such were the terms of the treaty

by which the crown of France, after the death of Charles VJ.

was fet on the head of our king Henry VL fon to Henrv V.

by the lady Catherine of France.
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great importance, that after the death of the duke of Bed-

ford, he was taken from this employment at home, and fent

abroad as regent of France, and lieutenant-general of al!

the king's forces in that realm and in the duchy of Nor-

mandy, having with him an officer at arms, called War-

wick Herald, who received from him an annuity of ten

marks a year (1). This great earl, among other his a£ls

of piety, founded a chantry in the chapel of St. Mary

Magdalen, at Guy's ClifF, caufmg the faid chapel to be

rebuilt, and the ftatue of the famous earl Guy to be

placed therein. He died in the caftle of Roan on the

30th of April, 1439, having by his will ordered, that his

body fhould be brought over into England, and depofited

in a cheft of ftone before the altar, on the right hand of

his father's tomb, in the collegiate church at Warwick,

there to remain till the chapel which he had appointed

to be built, adjoining to the church, fnould be finifhed ;

and then his body to be there buried, and a ftately mo-

nument ereded ; all which was completed by the care of his

executors *. He was twice married. His firft wife was

Elizabeth,

(1) Pat. 14. Hen. VL p. 2. m. 19.

* This {lately and beautiful chapel ftands on the fouth fide

of the choir in the collegiate church at Warwick, and is dedicated

to the honour of the Blefied Virgin, The building thereof was

begun in the 21ft year of king Henry VL and perfected in the

3d year of king Edward IV. In the middle ftands the marble

tomb ef the founder, Richard Beauchamp earl of Warwick, having

thereon his ftatue in armour of caft brafs double gilt. At his

head is a fwan ; at his right foot, a bear muzzled ; and at his

left foot, a griffin. Over the monument is a hearfe of brafs gilt.

Round about the tomb ftand fourteen fmall ftatues of brafs gilt,

each having under their feet their refpedlive coats of arms, viz.

at the head of the tomb, Henry Beauchamp duke of Warwick,

and Cecely his wife, daughter to Richard Nevil earl of Salilhury :

on the fouth fide, Richard Ncvil earl of Salilhury, Edward Beau-

fort



[ 49 ]

fort duke of Somerfet, Humphrey Stafford duke of Buckingham,

John Talbot earl of Shrewfbury, and Richard Nevil earl of War-

wick : at the foot of the tomb, George Nevil lord Latimer, and

Elizabeth his wife, daughter of Richard Beauchamp earl of

Warwick : on the north fide, Alice, daughter and heirefs to Tho-

mas Montague earl of Salifbury, and wife of Richard Nevil

carl of Salilbury ; Eleanor, daughter of Richard Beauchamp earl

of Warwick, wife of Edmond Beaufort duke of Somerfet ; Ann,

daughter of Ralph Nevil earl of Weftmorland, wife to Hum-

phrey Stafford duke of Buckingliam ; Margaret, daughter of Richard

Beauchamp earl of Warwick, wife of John Talbot earl of

Shrewfbury ; and Ann, daughter of Richard Beauchamp earl of

Warwick, wife of Richard earl of Salifbury. Befides thefe there

are round about the tomb eighteen kffer images of brafs gilt,

reprefenting angels with this label, " Glory and praife to God !

*' Mercy to the dead !" The windows are filled with hiflorical and

family figures in painted glafs : in that on the eafl fide are

the portraitures of himfelf, his two wives, and five children.

This chapel, together with the magnificent and curious tomb of the

founder, which is not to be matched by any in England except

that of king Henry VII. at Weftminiler, coft 2481I. 4s. Jjd.

On this monument is placed the foUowiug curious infcription ;

and it is very remarkable, that, inftead of the ufual flops, we

therein find the figure of a bear, or of a ragged flaff, through

the whole infcription, which runs thus :

" Pray devoutly for the fowle whom God alToyle of one of

•' the moafl worfhipfuU knyghts in his dayes of mauhod and
*' connynge, Richard Beauchampe, late earl of Warwicke,

" lord Defpencer of Bergeveny, and of mony other greate lord-

*' fhips, who's body reftithe here under this tombe, in a full

«' feire vaulte of flone fet in the bare roche ; the whiche vifyted

*' v,'ith long fycknefs in the caflle of Rohan therin deceafyd full

" chrilrianly the lafl day of Aprile, the yere of owr Lord God A. D.
*' 1439, he being? at that tyme livetenaunt generall, and governer

*' of Fraunce and of theduchye of Normandye by fufncien auiflorite

«' of owr fovereigne kynge Harry the VI. the whiche body, with

" great deliberation and ful worfliipfull conducle by fea and by

*« laud, was brought to Warwyke the fowrthe of Oftobar the yere

li '^^ above-.
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Elizabeth, daughter and heir to Thomas lord Bf^rkley,

vifcount Lifle f, by whom he had three daughters j Mar-

garet, married to John Talbot earl of Shrewfbury, by

whom fhe had one fon, John lord vifcount Lifle, of whom

the Dudleys vifcounts Lifle, and afterwards Earls of

Warwick, were defcended ; Eleanora, married firft, to Tho-

jnas lord Roos, of which marriage the dukes of Rutland

are defcended j and fecondly, to Edmund Beaufort, marquis

of Dorfet and duke of Somerfet (m). Elizabeth, the

youngeft daughter, was married to George Nevil lord La-

timer ; of which marriage the Willoughbles and Greviles

BARONS OF Brooke, the Percies earls of Northumberland,

and fome other confiderable families, are defcended. He

took to his fecond wife, by fpecial difpenfation from the

pope J, becaufe Ihe was the widow of Richard de Beau-

champ

(ni) Segar's Baronage, MS.

*< abovefayde, and was leyde with full foleme exequies in a fayre

*' chuft made of ftone in this chirche, afore the weft doore of this

*' chapell, accordyng to his laft wylle and teftament, therein to refl

*' tyll this chapell by him devifid in his life wer made, all the

^' whiche chapelle foundyd on this roche, and all the members ther

*' of his executors, dyd fully make and apparil by the aaftcryti?

<* of his lafl will and teftament, and thereafter by the fayde aufco-

<• rietie they dyd tranflate ful worlhipfullye the fade body into this

*' vout abovefayde.

*' Honouryd be God tlierefore."

f She was buried in the abbey of Kingfwood in Gloucefter-

Ihire ; and the earl by his will direfted that a goodly tomb of

jnarble fhould be erefted over her grave.

X " Martinus papa quintus anno pontificatus fui fexto, Id. fept.

*' conceflit duas bullas fuper difper^fationem maritagii interRicardum

^' de Bellocampo comitem Warewici, et Ifabellam uxorem fuam, do-

*' minam Le Defpencer, an. 2. Hen, VI."—Ex Lib. Coll. Sanft^e

Jvlarix Warwici, fol. i. a. c. 30,
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champ earl of Worcefter, his uncle's fon, Ifabel, daughter

to Thomas le Defpencer earl of Gloucefter, and by the

death of her brother Richard, and her elder fifter Eliza-

beth, without iffue, heirefs of all his lands (n). By this

his fecond countefs, Richard earl of Warwick had a fon,

Henry, who fucceeded him, and Anne, who married Richard

Nevil earl of Salifbury. This noble earl, who was the fifth

of his family who bore the title of Warwick, died poflefled

of an eftate amounting to no lefs than 8606 marks

IIS, I lid. (o). The countefs Ifabel, on her return from

France, retired to the monaftery of Southwyke, where fhe

died on the 24th of June, 1439. Her body was buried near

that of her father, in the choir of the abbey of Tewkef-

bury (p), where a monument was foon after ere6led to her

memory, in the chapel of St. Mary there, of her own
foundation ; but no part thereof remains, except the fkreeii

and canopy.

Henry de BeauchAmp, Earl of Warwick, fon of

the laft-mentioned Richard, was little more than fourteen

years of age when his father died ; and yet he had been

for fome time married to Cicely, daughter of Richard

Nevil earl of Salifbury. When he was not yet nineteen

years of age, upon the tender of his fervice in defence

of the duchy of Aquitain, the king by his charter, dated

the 2d of April, in the 22d year of his reign, created him

premier earl of England, and, for a diflinclion between him

and all other earls, granted to him, and the heirs male of

his body, leave to wear a gold coronet upon his head, as

well in his own prefence as elfewhere, in all fuch aflem-

blies, and upon all fuch fcafts, as the like ornaments were

H 2 worn,

(n) ExHiiLMS. Abb. deTewkf- Fran. Netherfole, arm.

bury, In Leland's Itin. tonrio 6. (p) Leland's Itin. vol. 6. f. 90.

p. 88, S9. Atkyns'sGloucellerlhire. Dug-

(0) Dugdalc's Baronage, vol, i. dale's Warwickihire, p. 331.

p. 247. Ex R.ot. Comp. penes
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worn (q). Within three days after this, he advanced hirri

to the rank of Duke of Warwick, with precedence next

after the duke of Norfolk, and before the duke of Bucking-

ham ; beflowing on him a penfion of forty pounds per annum,

to be paid by the fherifFs of Warwickfhire and Leicefterlhire,

This extraordinary mark of royal favour was hatefufly and

cnvioufly looked upon by the duke of Buckingham, who

thought himfelf extremely injured thereby. Therefore,^ to

•prevent any ill confequences- that might arifc from the differ-

ences between thefe noblemen, an acl of parliament was pafled,

which declared that, for appeafmg the contention and ftrife

moved between them for that pre-eminence, it was eftablifhed

that, from the 2d of December then next enfuing, they fhould

take place of each other by turns ; one that year, and the other

the next ; and (o as long as they fhould live together : the duke

of Warwick to have the firft year's precedency ; and he which

fliould furvive, to take place of the other's heir male as long as

he lived ; and from that time the heir male of each fhould

take place of the other, according as it fliould happen that he

had livery of his lands before him (r). After this the duke

had a grant in reverfion, from the death of Humphrey duke of

Gloucefler, of the iflands of Guernfey, Jerfey, Serke, Erme

and Alderney, for the yearly tribute of a rofe ; as alfo of the

manor and hundred of Briftol, for the yearly rent of fixty

pounds ; as likewife of all the king's caftles aiid manors within

the forefl of Dean, for the rent of one hundred pounds per

annum (s). But, as if all thefe honours and grants had been

infufficient to exprefs the king's afFedlion for this nobleman,

Henry' VI. went further, by declaring the faid Henry, duke of

Warwick, King of the Ifle of Wight, and placing the crown

upon his head with his own hands (t). But this Henry lived,

as it were, only to receive thefe mighty honours, being taken

ofF in the flower of his age, at his caflle of Hanley in Wor-

ceflerfhirc, an the nth of June, 1445, in the 22d year of

his

(q) Cart, ab an. 21. ufque an. 23. Hen. VI. n. 12.

24. Hen. VI. n. 39. (s) Pat. 24. Hen. Vt, p. i. m. 20.

(r) Ex Bund. Petit, in Parliara. (t) Ldund'sltin. vol. 6. p. 91.
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his age. His body was carried to the abbey of Tewkefbury,

where it lies interred in the middle of the choir, at the head

of prince Edward, fon and heir to king Henry VI. He left

iiTue an only daughter, Ann, countefs of Warwick, who at

his death was little more than two years of age, being born

at KaerdifF in February, 1443. This young lady was firft

under the tutelage of queen Margaret, and afterwards was

committed to the care of William de la Pole, duke of Suffolk,

at whofe manor of Ewelme in Oxfordfliire flie departed this

life on the 3d day of January, 1449, having not quite attained

the age of fix years, leaving her aunt Ann, fifter of the whole

blood to Henry duke of Warwick, heir of the earldom, and

of the great inheritance of the family. She was buried in the

abbey of Reading, near to the grave of Conftance lady Le
Defpencer, her great-grandmother, daughter to Edmund of

Langley duke of York (u). As for Cicely duchefs of War-
wick, fhe afterwards efpoufed John lord Tiptoft, earl of Wor-
cefter, and dying in July, 1450, was buried in the abbey of

Tewkefbury (x).

Richard Nevill, fon and heir of Richard earl of Salif-

bury, and grandfon of Ralph earl of Weftmorland, and Joan
daughter of John of Gaunt duke of .

Lancafter, married, as I before men-

tioned, Ann, daughter of Richard

earl of Warwick, and fifter to duke

Henry. Upon the death of the

young countefs, he in right of his

wife aflumed the title of Warwick, .

and obtained from king Henry VI. iiic/iar.i ^Je^i.

letters patent, dated the 23d of Ear/ of Hanvick

.

July, 1449, confirming to the faid

Ann his wife, to him the faid Richard Nevill during his

life, to the heirs of this marriage, and to the heirs general of

the faid Ann, the dignity and title of the Earldom of
Warwick, with all pre-eminences with which any of their

anceftors,

(j) Lehnd's Itin. J. Rous. (x) Ibid.
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anceflors, before the creation of Henry duke of Warwick.}

had held it. After this the earl and his countefs levied a fine,

XV. Trin. 28. Henry VI. by vi^hich they entailed the caftle of

Warwick, with divers lordfhips in that and fixteen other

counties, upon the ifllie of their bodies lawfully begotten,

and in default thereof, upon the iffue of her, with remainder

to Margaret, eldeft daughter of Richard Beauchamp late earl

of Warwick, and her heirs.

This Richard, now Earl of Warwick, and afterwards,

on his father's death, earl of Salifbury, is he who is fo well

known in Englifh hiftory by the title of the Stout Earl of

Warwick, the King-maker. The power of the Warwick

family, which had ever before been employed to maintain the

honour of the crown, and the peace and welfare of the nation,

no fooner came into his hands, than it began to be exerted in

a very diiFerent manner. Richard finding himfelf of confe-

quence enough to hold the balance of the families of York

and Lancafler, and purfuing a ftrain of politics which his pre-

deceflbrs the good Beauchamps would never have approved,

rendered England, during the days of his power, a fcene of

conftant confufion and bloodflied, and made or unmade kings^

of this or the other houfe, as it fuited his pafTions, or ferved

his purpofes. About .the 30th year of king Henry VI. he took

partiWith Richard duke of York, father of Edward earl of

March, "^who was aftcrv/ards king of England by the name of

Edward IV. who did at that time put himfelf in arms, under

pretence of- reforming v/hat was amifs in the government, but

in fail with an intention to obtain the crown. From that time

the carl paiTcd his life in factious broils and inteftine wars,

dcfcruclive to his own family, as well as to his country ; till

at length, upon the 14th of April, 147 1, he was flain in the

battle of Barnet, v/hich he fought againft king Edward IV.

endeavouring to replace Henry VI. upon the throne, whom
fomc years before he had dethroned. His body, together with

that of his brother John marquis Montacute, being put into

one coffin, was brought to London, where for three days

they
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they lay bare-faced, in St. Paul's church, and were afterwards

buried with their anceftors, in the monaftery of Burtlefliam or

Bifliam in Berkfhire (y). In the 36th year of king Henry VI.

this earl was appointed captain of Calais, where he became fo

popular, that every one wore his badge, no man efteeming him-

felf gallant whofe head was not adorned with his Ragged Staff,

nor any door frequented that had not his White Crofs painted

thereon (z). He was alfo admiral to that king, and flyled

Great Captain of the Sea, having for his fupport in that em-

ployment all tonnage and poundage in any fort belonging to

the king, and 1000 1. per annum out of the revenues of the

duchy of Lancaftcr (a). After the battle of Towton field, he

was by king Edward IV. made conftable of the cadle of Guynes

for life, and lord great chamberlain of England for life; and

in recompence of his fervices had a grant in fee of the manors

of Morend in Northamptonfliire, and of Atherftone and Ful-

broke in Warwickshire (b). By Anne his wife he left two

daughters, his only iffue, whom he married into the royal

family. liabel, the eldeft, was married tp ..peorge duke of

Clarence, brother to king Edward IV. ; and Anne, the youngefl,

married firfl, to Edward prince of Vv'alcs, fon to king

Henry VI. by whom flie had no ifTuc; and fecondly, to

Richard the cruel duke of Glouceftcr, afterwards king of

England by the name of Richard III. who had killed the

prince her hufband in cool blood after the battle of Tewkef-

bury, and who when he became king poifoned her, that he

might fee ure himfelf upon the throne by marrying the daughter

of the late king Edward, his brother. To king Richard, her

fecond hufband, fhe bore a fon, Edward, who died in his

father's life-time, having been created earl of Salifbury by his

uncle, king Edward IV. and on the 24th of Augui% 1483,

in the firft year of his father's reign, prince of Wales and earl

of Chefter(c). After

(y) Hall's Chronicle. Sandford's (b) Pat. i. Edw. IV. p. 2.

Genealogical Hiltory. m. 20. Pat. 2. Edw. IV. p. i.

(z) Phil. Comines. m. 13.

(a) Rot. Pari. 38. Hen. VI. n. 12. (c) Sandford, ubi fupra.
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After the death of this carl, the countefs his widow lived In

great diftrefs. The vaft inheritance of the Warwick family

w?-S taken from her by authority of parliament, as if ilie had

been naturally dead, and given to her two daughters, her

heirs, Ifabel and Anne before mentioned. She herfelf was

conftrained to take fanduary in the abbey of Beaulieu in

Ham.pfhire; but afterwards, leaving that place privately, fhe

went into the north, where Ihe lived fome years in a poor

condition.

George Plantagenet, Duke of Clarence, in regard

cf his marriage with Isabel, was, by his brother, king

Edward IV. in the 14th year of

his reign, created Earl of War-
wick and Salifbury, being at that

time lieutenant of Ireland, and great

chamberlain to the king(d). He
held his chief refidence at Warwick

caftle, and being a great builder,

began to ftrengthen and beautify the
Gecrae

of Jfanvtck
place by new works. He intended.

had he lived, to have walled the

town, and to have added an outwork to the caftle ; as alfo

to have purchafed the fields over-agalnft the caftle, which

formerly belonged to the Knights Templars, and thence bore

the name of Temple-fields, in order to make a park under the

windows of his caftle : but before he could put thofe defigns

in execution, falling under the fufpicion of his brother, the

king, he was imprifoned in the tower of London, and on the

15th of January, 1477, in parliament attainted of high-

treafon (e). On the i8ih of February following, after he

had offered his mafs-penny in the chapel of the Tower, he

was drowned in a butt of Malmefey, by confent of the king,

his brother the duke of Glocefter aftifting thereat with his own

hands. His body was carried to Tewkefl^ury, and there

buried near that of his duchefs, who died of poifon not long

befo

(d) Dugdale's Baronage, vol. 2. p. 164, (e) Hall's Chronicle
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before him. By Ifabel his wife he had ilTue, two foris and twd

daughters. Edward, the eldeft fon, was afterwards earl of

Warwick: Richard, the fecond fon, died an infant, and was

buried in St. Mary's church in Warwick. Margaret, the eldeft

daughter, was countefs of Salifbury ; and of her I Ihall here-

after take notice : the fecond daughter was born at fea, did

not live to be chriftened, and was buried at Calais (f ).

In the 3d year of king Henry VII. the old countefs of

Warwick was recalled from her obfcure retreat^ and by a

new a6l of parliament annulling the former, as againft all

reafon, confcience, and courfe of nature, and contrary to the

laws of God and man, (fo are the words) and in confi-

deration of the true and faithful fervicc and allegiance by

her borne to king Henry VI, as alfo that fhe never gave caufe

to fuch difherifon, reftored unto the inheritance of her family,

with power to alien the fame, or any part thereof. It ap-

pears however, that this was only in order that flie might

transfer it to the king; for foon after, by her own fpecial

deed, and a fine thereupon, flie pafled the v/hole Warwick

eftate, amounting to no lefs than 114 lordfliips *, together

with

(f) Sandford's Genealogical Hifiory, p. 440.

* That the reader may form a judgment of the magniiicence an«.l

eftates of the earls of Warwick, I have here fubjoined a liil of thes

lordfliips and manors, viz. The manors of Warwick, Toneworth^

Lighthorne, Morton, Berkfvvell, Brayles, Claverdon, Sutton, Win-

terton, Budbroke, Hafelcy, Snitterheld, and Pipe hall, in War-

wickQilre ;—Albotley, Shraveley, Elrnley-Lovet, Sahvarpe, Hall

place, Wich, Elmley caiHe, Chadiley, Hervinglon, SherifFs-Lenchj

Perdley, Crombe-Simonds, Waipdel, Hanley, Eufliley, P.idmer-^

ley, Upton fuper Sabrinam, with the city of Worceller, in Wor-

cefterfiiire ;—Tewkefbury, Stoke, Archer, Whitington, Fairford,

Sodbury, Tredington, Panington, Fldington, Northey, Muth, Ber-

ton Regis juxta Brificl, Barton hundred, Kenmerton, Chedworth,

andLidney, in Glocefterfliire ;—Burford, Shipton, Spelfbury, Chad--

Hngton hundred, and Langley, in Oxlbrdflare ;—Ravcrfham, and

I Stanford,
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with the ifles of Jerfey, Guernfey, Serke, and Aldernevy

to king Henry VII. and the heirs male of his body, with re-

mainder to herfelf the faid countefs, and her heirs for ever (g).

The time of her death is not mentioned ; but flie was living

in the 5th year of king Henry VII. as appears by an aiTigna-

tion of that king's, of the manor of Sutton in Warwickfhire,

for her maintenance (h).

After the death of the old countefs and her tv/o daughters,

Edward Plant agenet, eldefl fon ofGeorge late duke of Cla-

rence and Ifabel his wife, became entitled to the Earldom op

Warwick. He was a child of moft unhappy fortune, having

from his cradle been nurfed up in prifon. On the death of his

imcle king Edward IV. he was by his other uncle, Richard

duke of Gloucefler, fent unto the caftle of SherifF-Hutton in

Yorkfliire, where he remained till the death of Richard. Imme-

diately after the battle of Bofworth, Henry VII. even before

he

(g) Rot. Pari. 3. Hen. VIL Clauf. 3. Hen. VII. Fin. i5.HiIh

3. Hen. VII. (h) Rot. Pat. 5. Hen. VII. m. 24.

Stanford, in Berkfhlre ;—-Chiriel, Sherllon, and Brodton, in Wilt-

{\i\re ;—Dertford, Willington, and Hendon, in Kent ;—Waltham-

ttow, and Franceys, in Efiex ;—Flampitead, in Hertfordfhire ;

—

Potters-Pury, Aflirugge hundred, Querendon, AlilTjury, Bucklaixl,

Agmondefham, Slingfbury, Hanflape, Olney, and Marlow, inBuck-

inghamfliire ;—Multon, Conefgrave, and Pelvertoft, in Northamp-

tonlhire ;—^Walihal, Piry, Bar, Patingham, and Shenfton, in Staf-

fordfliire ;—Barnard caflle, in the bilhoprick of Durham ;—Kid-

worth, in Leicefterfliire ;—Kimv/orth, Eautrey, and Hotham, in

york.niiire ;—Effingdon, Shellingthorp, Greetham, Barowden, Pref-

ton, and Uppingham, in Rutlandfhire ;—Stillingthorp, in Lin-

colnfhire ;—Kirtling, in Cambridgefhire ;—-Snodel, and Faunhope,

in Herefordfliire ;—Saham-Toney, Out Sokin, Neckton, Panvvor-

thal, and Creffingham-Parva, in Norfolk ;—Carn.iunton, Hofton-

Toney, Bliflon, and Lantran, in Cornwall ;—Glamorgan, Berga-

venny, EKvvell, Snodehill," Langtrey, Llangew, and Wale-Bike-

neour, in Wales and the marches thereof;—South-Tauton, and

Seal, with tlie hundred of South-Tauton, in Devonfoire.
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he quitted Leicefter, caufed him to be removed to the tower of

London, where he remained fliut up in a more clofe condition

than before, for no other offence than being the only male

Plantagenet at that time living. His miferable life however

was but (liort : at the age of tvi^enty-five years he was arraigned

before the eail of Oxford^ then high ftev/ard of England pro

tempore, on a frivolous attempt of high-treafon in confniring

with Perkln Warbeck to raife fedition, and deftroy the king;

and having been by a promife of mercy betrayed into a con-

felfion of what he had not been guilty of, was conviiSled,

and foon after, in the 15th year of king Henry VII. 1499,

beheaded on Tower-hill. In order to give a colour to fo unjufl

a fentence, and more efFecStually to bar the claim of any who

might pretend to be his heirs, an attainder was four years

after, viz. on the 25th of January, in the 19th year of king

Henry VII. paiTed againft him in parliament ; fo that all the

favour he had, was this, that being fo put to death, his body

fhould be lent to the monaftery of Bifliam, and buried with

his anceftors (i).

Margaret, filler to this Edward Plantagenet, Earl

OF Warwick, married fir Richard Pole, knight, fon of

fir Geffrey Pole, knight, defcended from a family of ancient

gentry in Wales, who having valiantly fcrved king Henry VII.

in his wars, was made chief gentleman of the bed-chamber

to prince Arthur, and knight of the Garter. In the 5th year

of king Henry VIII. (he petitioned the king that fhe might be

allowed to inherit the ftate and dignity of her brother, the late

earl of Warwick, and be ftyled Countefs of Salilbury. Her

petition was granted ; and the lame year fhe obtained letters

patent for all the caftles, manors, and lands, of Richard late

earl of Salifbury, her grand-father, which, by the attainder

of the faid Edward earl of V/arwick, came to the cro \n.

But the fate of die Plantagenets overtook her. In the 311!

year of king Henry VIII. fhe was condemned in p;i:liamei:t

I 2 for

(1) HJil:. of King Kenry VII. by Francis Lord Verulani. Ex Rot*

4e Mai. !c Vk. London. Rot. Pari. 10. Hen. ViL m. zu
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for high-trcafon ; certain bulls from Rome having been found

at Cowdray, her manfion-houfe. It was alfo charged upon

her, that the parfon of Warblington had conveyed letters

from her to her fon, cardinal Reginald Pole ; and that fhe

had forbid all her tenants to have the New Tcftament in Eng-

lifli, or any new book privileged by the king. What other

caufes there might be, is uncertain ; but we have fufficient

teftimony, that fhe behaved herfelf with great refolution,

thouo-h feyenty years of age, and would not confefs any thing :

neverthelefs fhe had fentence of death pafled upon her, with-

out ever being heard ; and two years after, without arraign-

ment or trial, on the 27th of May, 1541, was carried to exe-

cution, and had her head cut ofF in the Tower (k). By fiv

Richard, her hulhand, fhe left four fons and a daughter.

Henry, the eldeft, had fummons to parliament, in the 21ft

year of king Henry VIII. by the title of Lord Ivlontague, in

refpe£l of his defcent from that noble family by his mother :

but in the 30th year of king Henry VIII. being accufed of

high-trcafon, by fir Geffrey Fob, one of his younger brothers,

he was arraigned and convidicd at Weflminfter, and in the

fame year v/as beheaded on Tov/er-hill. He left ifllie by Jan?

his wife, daughter to George Nevil lord Bergavenny, tv/o

daughters his heirs ; Catherine, married to Francis earl of

Huntingdon, of whom the prefent family of Huntingdon are

defcended ; and Winnifrede, married firfl, to fir Thomas

Haflings, knight, fccond fon to George earl of Huntingdon ;

and afterwards to fir Thomas Barrington, knight : which

daughters, upon their petition in parliament, in the jft year

of queen Mary, were reflored in blood and honour. Geffrey,

Arthur, and Reginald, the three younger fons of this Mar-

garet countefs of Salilbury, of whom cardinal Pole was the

youngefl, died without iffue ; and Urfula, her daughter, wa^

piarricd to Henry lord Stafford.

After

^k) Segar's Baronage, MS, Sandford's Genealogical Hii^.
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After (!) the death of Edward Plantagenet, earl of War-
wick:, the title lay dormant till the year 1547, when it was

revived in favour of John Dudley, lord vifcount Lifle.

iTo/m Dudley, Earl
cr^ TViiilvtcU .

This John Dudley, Earl of Warwick, was fon to

Edmund Dudley, (who fuffered death in the 2d year of king

Henry VIII. for his oppreffive ad-

miniftration under king Henry VII.)

by Elizabeth his wife j v/hich Eliza-

beth was eldeil of t'le daughters and

coheirs of Edward Grey vifcount

Lille, by Elizabeth, the eldeft of

the daughters and coheirs of Thom.as

Talbot vifcount Lifle, the grandfon

of John Talbot earl of Shrewfbury,

by Margaret his wife, the eldeft of

the daughters of Richard Eeauchamp Earl of Warwick.
Thus this John Dudley was heir to the family of Lifle, and in

the fame line was defcended from that of the old earls of

Warwick ; though not next in blood in this laft family, as the

immediate defcendants of the countefs of Salifbury were ftill

in being. He was one of thofe court favourites whom for-

tune feems to take a pleafure in exalting, in order to render

their fall the greater. In the year after his father was be-

headed, he was reftored in blood, and in the 34th year of

king Henry VIII. was advanced to the title of Lord Vif-

count Lifle, and was left by that king one of his fixteen exe-

cutors. In the I ft year of the reign of king Edward VI. he

was, by letters patent dated the i6th of February, raifed to the

title and dignity of Earl of Warwick, and thereui)on had

a grant of Warwick caftle, Wedgenock park, the manor of

Warwick, and divers other great lordfhips and lands in that

county. He was alfo made lord high chamberlain for life, and

eleifled one of the knights of the Garter. In the 4th year of

king Edward VI. he was made general warden of the North ; in

April following, earl marflial of England j and on the 11 th

of

(I) Dugdale's Baronage, vol.:?. p, 218, &c.
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of Odober, in the 6th year of the fame king, advanced to

the dignity of duke of Northumberland. After the death of

his royal mafter, he attempted to raife to the throne the lady

Jane Grey, who was niece to king Henry VIII. and had niiir-

ried his fourth fon, Guildford Dudley • for which treafon he

was attainted in the firft parliament of queen Mary, and be-

headed at Tower-hill, on the 22d of Augufl-, 1553. By Jane

his wife, daughter and heir of fir Edward Guildford, knight,

(which Jane died on the 22d of January, 1555, and was

buried at Cbelfea in Middlefex) he left iifue kven fons, \'\x,

Henry, who died at the fiege of Bologne
; John, who was

called Earl of Warwick in his father's life-tim.e, and died with-

out ifTue; Ambrofc, afterwards created earl of Warwick ; Guild-

ford, who was attainted and beheaded with his father; Robert,

who was created earl of Leicefter, and dying without iffue by

his wife Letitia, daughter of fir Francis Knolles, knight, lies

buried in St. Mary's chapel in Warwick ; another Henry, fjain

at St. Qiiintin's ; and Charles, who died in his infancy : as alio

five daughters ; Mary, married to fir Henry Sidney, knight of

the Garter ; Catherine, married to Henry Haftings, earl of

Huntingdon ; Margaret, Temperance, and another Catherine,

who all died young. His eldeft furviving fon, Ambrofe, and

Robert, a younger fon, were, not long after, redored in blood.

Thefe two brothers became the greatcft minions of fortune in

the fucceeding reign, both of them being in high favour with

queen Elizabeth, efpecially Robert, afterwards earl of Leicefterj

who was the queen's diftinguiflied favourite.

Ambrose Dudley, the elder fon, however, attained firf^

to honours. On Chriftmas-day, in the 4th year of queen

Elizabeth, 1557, ^^ '^'^^ made vilcount Lide, and two

days after, by a new creation, advanced to the dignity of

Earl of Warwick, and thereupon obtained a grant of

Warwick caftle, Wedgenock park, the manor of Warwick,

and divers other lordfhips in that county, which came to

the crown by the attainder of his father. He was alfo

mafter of the ordnance, lieutenant-general of Normandy,

i^chief
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thief butler of England, knight of the Garter, and privy

counfellor. This earl died on the 2iii day of February,

in the 32d year of queen Elizabeth, 1589, and was buried

in the middle of our Lady's chapel, adjoining to the colle-

giate church of Warwick, under a noble monument, on

which lieth his figure in armour, having, over all, the

mantle of the order of the Garter, curioufly cut in white

marble. He married three wives ; firft, Ann, daughter and

coheir of William Whorv/ood, efquire ; fecondly, Eliza-

beth, daughter of fir Gilbert Taylbois, knight, and fifter and

fole heir of George lord Taylbois ; and thirdly, Ann,

daughter of Francis earl of Bedford, lord Ruflel, and kni&ht

of the Garter ; but had not any ifilie by either of them.

On his death the title of Warwick became again extin6l,

and the lordfhips and lands which he had obtained by

grant, part of the inheritance of the old earls of Warwick,

reverted to the crown.

This title was again revived by king James I. who, in

the year 1618, railed

E-OBERT Lord Rich to the dignity of earl of War-
wick, in whofe pofterity it continued until the 8th day

of September, 1759, when it again

became extimSb by the death of Ed-

ward Rich, earl of Warwick and

Holland, without iflue male. As

that nobleman was not defcended

from the old family of Warwick,

his advancement to the dignity

was not attended, as in the two
,. • •^. ^ Ri'^ert Rich

. Kar/
preceding creations, wita a grant ^ jr^-,^,c/,

,

of any portion of the inheritance

of the old earls : part of that inheritance was already out

of the power of the crown. Qiieen Elizabeth had, in the

year 1601, granted the large and ancient park of Wedge-

ziock to fir FuLKE Greville, afterwards lord Brooke ;

and
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and king James, in the year 1605, had granted to did

fame fir Fulke the caftle of Warwick, the family-feat of

thofe old earls, with the gardens and other dependencies

about it. The manor of Warwick remained in the crown

till the fubfequcnt reign, when it was granted, by king

Charles I. in his 14th year, to the aldermen and com-

monalty of London, to be held of the king, his heirs, and

fucceflbrs, as of the manor of Eaft-Grenwich in Kent,

paying to the crown a fee-farm rent of 138I. 19s. gd. The

aldermen and commonalty, in the year 1631, 16th of king

Charles I. fold it to William Bolton of London j and it

continued in his family till the year 1742, when it was

purchafed by Francis, the prefent Earl Brooke, and Earl

of Warwick, and by that means again united with the

cajftle.

Having thus, for the fatisfailion of the learned and inqui-

fitive reader, given as full a hiflory of the great and ancient

earldom of Warwick, as the bounds of a digreflion admit

of, I now return to fnew in what manner this Sir Fulke,

Lord Brooke, and the lords his fuccelibrs, are defcended

from that illuflrious family.

Of the feveral famiilies which fprung from that of War-

wick, all of which are either now extintl, or by heirefies

have transferred their eftates and honours into other fami-

lies, few have been more confiderable, and none came far-

ther down in a defcent of males, than that of Alcester and

PowYKE'; from an heirefs of which, this fir Fuike lord

Brooke was lineally defcended.

Walter de Beauchamp (m), the founder of that fa-

mily, was brother to William, the firft earl of Warwick

of the Beauchamp line, being the fecond fon of William

dc Beauchamp of Elmely, by Ifabel, in her own right

countcfs of Warwick. This Walter purchaled the moiety

of

(m) Dugd. Baron, vol. i. p. 248, &c. Segra's Baron. MS.
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of the manor of Alcefter, in the county of Warwick, and

had there one of his principal feats, called Beauchamp-Court,

fituated upon the Arrow, below Oufeley, and near Warwick,

and another at Powyke in Worcefterfhire (n). In the 53d

year of Henry III. he was figned with the crofs for a

pilgrimage into the Floly Land, and had a legacy of 200

marks bequeathed to him by his father, for the better per-

formance of that voyage. He was ftev/ard of the houfhold (o)

to Edward I. and attended that king to Flanders, and into

Scotland, and v/as with him at the battle of Falkirk. In

the 29th year of the fame king, he was one of thofe lords

In the parliament at Lincoln, who then fignified to the

pope, under their feals, the fuperiority of king Edward

over the realm of Scotland, being there ftyled Dominus de

Alcefter ; and in the following year affifted at the famous

fiege of Caerlevcrock. He departed this life on the 14th

of May, in the 31ft year of king Edward I. and was bu-

ried in the church of the Grey Friers, near Smithfield, Lon-

don (p), leaving ilTue, by Alice his wife, daughter of——

»

Tony, Walter Beauchamp, his eldeft fon and heir; fecondly,

William ; thirdly, Giles ; and fourthly, Roger, who left iflue

Roger, his only fon and heir. This Roger laft mentioned was

feated at Lcdiard-Tregoez in Wiltlhire ; and having married to

his firft wife, Siblll, eldeft fifter and coheirefs of ftr William

de Patftiall, knight, had in her right the manor of Blet-

neflio, or Bletftio, in the county of Bedford (q) ; and making

the fame his principal feat, both he and his pofterity were

denominated from that place. In the zSth year of king Ed-

ward III. he v/as appointed captain of Calais (r), and attended

the king in his expedition into Gafcogny. He was fummoned

to parliament, from the 37th year of king Edward III. to the

3d of Richard II. by the title of Lord Beauchamp of

Bletftio, and w^as lord chamberlain of the houfliold to king

Edward III. He died upon the 3d day of January, in the

K 3'i

(n) Fin.Levat. Paft. (;6.Hen.in. p. 249. Segar's Baronage, MS,

(o) Clauf. 24. Edw.I. m. 8. (q) Rot. Fin. 34.. Edw. 111.

(p) Dugdak's Baronage, vol. 1. (r) Rot, Franc. 29. Edw. Ill,
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jd ytzr of king Richard II. and was buried at the Black Friers

in London. In the 14th year of king Henry IV. John lord

Beauchamp of Bletflio, the lineal defcendant, fole heir, and

great great grandfon of this Roger, died^ leaving iflue one fon,

and a daughter. John, the fon, died unmarried ; and Mar-

garet his fifter, becoming the fole heir of this branch of the

family, was married, firft, to fir Oliver St. John, knight, from

whom the lords St. John of Bletfho, as alfo the vifcounts St.

John, defcended ; and afterwards, to John Beaufort, duke of

Somerfet. Of this laft marriage the only iflue was Margaret,

who was married to Edmund of Hadham, earl, of Richmond^

and by him was mother to king Henry VII.

Walter Beauchamp, eldefl fon and heir of the afore-

named Walter de Beauchamp of Alcefter and Powyke, on

the deceafe of his father fuceeeded to his eftate. In the 32d

year of king Edward I. he went in the expedition that was

then made into Scotland ; as he did at feveral other times,

during the reign of this king, and of his fucceflbrs. In the

year 131 7, upon the death of Guy de Beauchamp, earl of

Warwick, his kinfman, he had the cuftody of all the lands

belonging to Warwick czMe, together with that caftle, during

the minority of his heir. In the ift year of king Edward III.

he had a fpecial commiffion to execute the office of conflable

of England, in a particular cafe (s). In the year following^

1328, he died, leaving no iflue, and was fuceeeded by his

brother William.

This William Beauchamp was likewifc a military man,

and had attended king Edward I. in feveral of his expeditions

into Flanders and Scotland. In the loth year of king Ed-

ward II. he had the fheriffship of Worcefl:erf]iire granted to

him, during the minority of the heir of his kinfman, Guy
earl of Warwick. In the 14th year of king Edward II. he

was made governor of St. Bnavel's cafl;le, in the county of

Gloticefter, and of the forefl: of Dean j and in the year fol-

lowing

(s) Dugdale's Baronage, vol. 1. p. 248, Sec.
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lowing was conftituted one of the king's commiflicners for the

fafe cuftody of the city of Worcefter, He died without ifTue $

and to him fucceeded his brother Giles.

This Giles Beauchamp, in the 14th year of king

Edward III. obtained licence to fortify his manor-houfe

at Alcefter, called Beauchamp's Court, with a wall of lime

and ftone, and to embattle it (t) : and in the 16th year of

the fame king, he had the like licence to fortify his houfe at

Frefhwater, in the ifle of Wight. This Giles had iflue John,

his only Ton, who died in the life-time of his father, 1351,

leaving '•'^
; by Elizabeth his wife, daughter of fir John

St, Joiiii, one daughter, Joane, married firft, to fir Thomas

Butler, of Sudley ; and fecondly, to Hr John Belknap,

knight, treufurer of Normandy (u) : and two fons, viz. lir

William, who fucceeded him ; and fir Walter, who was

Reward of the houfhold to king Henry V". and by Elizabeth

his wife, daughter and coheir of fir John Pv.och, knight, v/as

father of Richard Beauchamp, bifhop of Salifbury ; as alfo of

William Beauchamp, who having married Elizal)eth, ^Idcrt:

daughter and coheir of Gerard de Braybrook, and couAn and

heir of Almeric de St. Amand, a baron of great antiquity, iiad

fummons to parliament, on the 2d of January, in the 27th

year of king Henry VI. by the title of Baron Beauchamp of

St. Amand. This Walter baron Beauchr.nip of St. AmanJ
was fewer to the king, and chi^nberlain of North-Wales ; and

departing this life on the 19th of March, 1457, ^^^^ ^^^Y °"^

ibn, Richard, who fucceeded to the barony, but died without

iflue (x). The exad time of the death of Giles Beau:.;.amji

is unknown.

Sir William Beauchamp, eldefl fon of the lafl-mentioncd

Giles Beauchamp, fucceeded to the eftates of his fsrher ind

grandfather. In the i6th year of kir. .: Richard II. re was

made conftable of the caftle of Glouccfter (y). In the 3d

K 2 year

(t) Dugd. Bar. vol. 1. p. 248, &c. (x) Ibid.

(u) Segar's Baronage, MS. (y) Rot. Pat. iC. Ric, H. m. i5^
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year of king Henry IV. he was flieriffof Worcellerflilre, and

in the ift year of Henry V. HierifF of Gloucefterlhire. He

married Catherine, daughter and heir of fir Gerard Ufilete,

knight; and died in the year 1421, leaving iflue fir John

Beauchamp, knight, his only fon and heir ; and one daughter,

Elizabeth, the wife of Thomas Keinford, efquire.

Sir John Beauchamp was a perfon of confidcrable note

in the court of king Henry VI. in the 17th year of whofe

reign, upon the death of E.ichard earl of Warwick, he was

appointed one of the truftees for the guardianfliip of all the

caftles and lands of the young earl during his minority (z).

In the 22d year of the fame king, he purchafed, from Thomas

de Botreaux, the other moiety of the manor of Alcefter,

which had continued in that family for divers defcents (a).

In the 25th year of king Henry VI. in confideration of the

good and acceptable fervices performed by him to that mo-.

narch, as alfoto his father, Henry V. he was, by patent dated

the 2d of May, advanced to the title and dignity of Baron

Beauchamp of Powyke, and had an annuity of fixty pounds,

out of the fee-farm of the city of Glouceiler, granted to him

and his heirs, for the better fupport of that honour (b). At

the fame time he was conftituted juftice of South-V/ales, with

power to exercife that office by himfelf or fufHcient deputy ;

and foon after, elected one of the knights of the Garter (c).

This noble lord died in the year 1479, and was buried in a

chapel adjoining to the north lide of the choir of the church

of the Dominican Friers at Worcefter. By Margaret his w^ife,

daughter of Robert lord Ferrers, he left iiTue only one fon,

Kichard, v.'ho fuccccded him.

This Richard Lord Beauchamp of Powyke, by virtue

of a fpecial licence from the bifhop of Vv^orcefter, married, in

the private chapel of the manor-hcufe of Beauchamp-Court,

Elizabeth

(z) Rot. Fin. 17. Hen. VI. m. 10, (b) Pat. 25. Hen. VI. p. i. m. 33,

(a) Rot, Fin. zz. Hen. VI, (c) Stemm. Guil. Camden prccd.
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year of king Henry IV. he was flierift of "VVorceflerfiiire, and

in the ift year of Henry V. flierifF of Gloucefterfhire. He

married Catherine, daughter and heir of fir Gerard UfHete,

knight; and died in the year 1421, leaving ifTue fir John

Beauchamp, knight, his only fon and heir ; and one daughter,

Elizabeth, the wife of Thomas Keinford, efquire.

Sir John Beauchamp was a perfon of confiderable note

in the court of king Henry VI. in the 17th year of whofe

reip-n, upon the death of Pvichard earl of Vv^arwick, he was

appointed one of the truftees for the guardianfl-iip of all the

caftles and lands of the young earl during his minority (z).

In the 22d year of the fame king, he purchafed, from Thomas

de Botreaux, the other moiety of the manor of Alcefter,

which had continued in that family for divers defcents (a).

In the 25th year of king Henry VI. in confideration of the

good and acceptable fervices performed by him to that mo-

narch, as alfoto his father, Henry V. he was, by patent dated

the 2d of May, advanced to the title and dignity of Baron

Beauchamp of Powyke, and had an annuity of fixty pounds,

out of the fee-farm of the city of Gloucefler, granted to him

and his heirs, for the better fupport of that honour (b). At

the fame time he was conftituted juflice of South-Wales, with

power to exercife that office by himfelf or fufficient deputy j

and foon after, elecled one of the knights of the Garter (c).

This noble lord died in the year 1479, and was buried in a

chapel adjoining to the north fide of the choir of the church

of the Dominican Friers at Worcefter. By Margaret his wife,

daughter of Robert lord Ferrers, he left iiTue only one fon,

Richard, v/ho fuccecded him.

This Richard Lord Beauchamp of Powyke, by virtue

of a fpecial licence from the bifhop of V/orcefter, married, in

the private chapel of the manor-houfe of Beauchamp-Court,

Elizabeth

(z) Rot. Fin. 17. Hen. VI. m. 10, (b) Pat. 25. Hen. VI. p. 1. m. 33,

(a) Hot, Fin, 22. Hen. VI, (c) Stemm. Guil. Camden prxd.
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KHzabeth daughter of fir Humphrey Stafford, knight ; and

departing this life in the year 1503, left iflue three daughters,

his coheirs, viz. Elizabeth, the eldeft daughter, married to

Robert "vVilloughby, Lord Brooke ; Anne, to William

Ligon, of the county of Worcefter, efquire ; and Margaret, to

Richard Read, of the county of Gloucefcer) efquire j which Eli-

zabeth had the manor of Alcefler, in revetfion after her father's

death, fettled upon her at her marriage; (d) her two fillers

having afterwards, for their provifion, Powyke, and other

lands, in the county of V/orcefter.

RosERT (e) V/iLLouGHBY, LoRD Brooke, was fon to fir

Robert Willoughby ; which fir Robert Willoughby, (being

fon and heir to John Willoughby, a branch of the family of

Erefby, as will appear by the annexed table, by Anne hi«

wife, one of the daughters and coheirs of fir Edmund Cheney,

of Brooke, in the county of Wilts) in confideration of his

fmgular fervices and fidelity to Henry VII. was, in the 7th

year of the reign of that king, raifeJ by writ of fummons to

the dignity of a baron of this realm, by the title of Lorj>

Brooke ; the title being taken from the place of his refidence,

Brooke, near Weflbury, in Wiltfhire, fo called from the

rivulet that runs there ; and which place had formerly been

the feat of John Pavely, lord of Wellbury, from whom, by

the above-mentioned marriage with the coheirefs of Cheney,

it defcended to fir Robert Willoughby (f ). This Robert Wil-

loughby, the fecond lord Brooke, having married the faid Eliza-

beth Beauchamp, died on the loth of November, in the i3tk

year of king Henry VIII. He had ilFue by her only one fon,

Edward. Edward married Elizabeth, daughter to Richard Ne-

vil, lord Latimer ; which Richard was lineally defcended from

George lord Latimer, (third fon to Ralph, the firft earl of

Weftmorland, by Joan, daughter to John of Gaunt, duke of

Lancafter) and of Elizabeth, wife of the faid Georo-e, dauc^h-

^er to Richard de Beauchamp, earl of W^arwick. This Ed-

ward

(d) Dugd. Ear. vol. 2, p. 88. (e) Ibid, (f ) Segar's Bar. MS.
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ward having iiTue by his wife, the faid Elizabeth, died, durfng^

the life-time of h'S father, leaving three daughters, Elizabeth,

Anne, and BUncne, his heirs. Robert lord Brooke, the

father of Edward, after the dm of the lord Beauchamp's

daughter, married T^orotuy, daughter of Thomas Grey, mar-

quis of Dorfet, by whom he had ilTue two fons, Henry and

William, who both died of the (^./eating ficknefs when young ;

and two daughters, viz. £iiz?.beth, married to John Pawlet,

marquis of Winchefter ; and Anne, marrieu to Cb.arles Blount,

fon and heir to William lord Mountjoy : the faid two noble-

men, in right of their v/ives, after the deat.i of the lord

Brooke, obtained (g), by order of king Henry VIII. in coun-

cil, which was afterwards confirmed by act of parliament, part

of the lands of this ric'i family: but the inberitaace palled by

Edward, his only fon, to his three grand-daughters ; r/iu he,

the faid lord Brooke, died of a pefVilential air, on the TOth

of November, in the 13th year of king Henry VUL 1321,

and was buried in the churcii of Be!-e-Ferrer?, leaving tnem,

the faid Elizabeth, Anne, and Blanche, Ms heirs.

But of thofe three ladies, Anne dying unmarried, and

Blanche, who was married to fir Francis Dautrey, knight,

dying without ilTue, Elizabeth, the eldeft, was left at

length fole heir to the lail lord Brooke, her grandfather ; as

alfo to her grandmother, Elizabeth, the eldefl of the daugh-

ters and coheirs of the laft lord Beauchamp of Powyke ; and

thus, in her own perfon, united the illuflrious fucce0ion of

thofe two noble families.
/

As the fole heir of her grandmother, fhe became felzed in

fee of the whole manor of Alcefter ; in confequcnce of which,

letters patent of exemplification, in the pofieiTion of Francis

the prefent Earl Brooke, and Earl of Warwick, were, in the

3d year of queen Elizabeth, granted to her, then a widow,

confirming all the grants of fairs, markets, &c. that had

been made in the time of her anceftors, in behalf of the manor

of

(g) MSS. prsd.
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of Alcefter. And as the fole heir of her grandfather, it ap-

pears, by an inquifition taken after her death, dated in the 6th

year of queen Elizabeth, in the poflefllon of the faid Francis,

Earl Brooke and Warwick, that fhe died feized in fee, not

only of the manor of Alcefter, but of fundry other manors and

lands, in the counties of Warwick, Worcefter, Gloucefter,

Leicefler, Lincoln, Somerfet, and divers other counties ; the

whole amounting to fo great a value, that fhe was truely

efteemed one of the richeft heirefles of her time, as well as

one of the beft defcended. Having thus deduced in full the

defcent of this great lady, an attention which the importance

of the fuhjcdt juftly merited, I now return to the Grevile

family, into which fhe brought all her eftates and honours.

Upon (h) the death of Robert Willoughby, the laft lord

Brooke, her grandfather, the wardfhip of this young lady was

obtained, as I faid before, by fir Edward Grevile of Milcote,

in the county of Warwick, knight. Sir Edward intended her

for John, his eldeft fon ; but (lie preferring in afFedion Fulke*,

his younger fon, was married to him.

We have the follov/ing account of this marriage, in a mami-

fcript entitled The Genealogie, Life and Death of Robert

Lord Brooke ; written in the year 1644, and at prefent in the

pofleflion of Francis Earl Brooke, and Earl of Warwick,

(i) " In the days of king Henry the Eight," fays the author

of that manufcript, *' I read of fir Edward Grevill of Milcote,

'* who had the wardfhip of Elizabeth, one of the daughters

*' of

(h) Dugdale's Baronage, vol. 2. (i) MSS. prsd. autore Thorn,

p. 442, 443. Spencer, p. 6.

* Mr. Camden, in his Remains, p, 70. fays Foulk, or Fulk»

is by fome derived from the German illon.7, i. e. Noble and Gal-

lant ; but that he thinks it comes from Fol,:, the Engliih-Saxon

word for People, as though it was the fame with Pup.lius of the

Romans, and only tranflated from Publius, as beloved of the

people or commons.
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•*^ of the lord Brofike's fon. This knight made a motion tg

*' his ward, to be married to John, his eldeft fon ; but flie

*' refufed, faying that fhe did like better of Fouike, his fecond

*' fon. He told her, that he had no eftate of land to main-

*' taine her, and that he was in the king's fervice of warre

" beyond the feas, and therefore his returne was very doubt-

" full. Shee replyed, and faid, that fhee had an cftate fuffi-

«« cient both for him, and for herfelfe j and that fhee would

*' pray for his fafetie, and waite for his coming. Upon his

*' returne home, for the worthy fervice he had performed, he

*' was by king Henry honoured with knighthood \ and then

*' he married Elizabeth, the daughter of the lord Brooke's fon."

Sir FuLKE Grevile, having by this marriage obtained the

manor of Alcefter, and many other fair lordfhips and lands,

feated himfelf at Beauchamp's Court, and augmenting this

large eftate by the purchafe of fundiy lands in the neighbour-

hood, raifed his family to high diflinclion in the county of

Warwick. In the 32d year of Henry VIII. the king demifed

to him the fcite of the raonaflery of Alcefter, together with

all the lands and rents belonging thereto, lying in and about

Alcefter, Coughton, Kinerton, and Exhall ; and he there-

upon pulled down the monaftery, for enlarging his houfc at

Beauchamp's Court : but the inheritance being granted by the

crown to William and John Sewfter, and to the heirs of the

faid John, fir Fulke purchafed the fame of them in the 4th and

5th of Philip and Mary. In the 34th year of king Henry VIII.

he was flicrift"of the counties of Warwick and Leicefter, as alio

in the ift year of king Edward VI. ; and was knight of the

ftiire for the county of Warwick, in three feveral parliaments.

That he was an afte6lIonate hufband, and tender parent ; that

he had encountered great difRculties, in fecuring the inherit-

ance of his lady, (the daughters of the late lord Brooke claim-

ing as coheirs) and that he was remarkably accurate in his

accounts, and adhered ftridly to juftice in all his tranfaiflions,

appears by the whole tenor of his laft v^'ill, bearing date the

12th ©f September, in the ift year of queen Elizabeth; in

xvliich.
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which, towards the end, he thus exprefles himfelf : « And my
*' efpecial requefts to my executors for the love I have born

** them, and for the travel I have taken in eftablifliing the

*' hole inheritance, -with my great cofts alfo to be confidcred,

*' I moft earneftly require them, and on God's behalf charge

*' them, that my debts be paied, if I die before the accom-

*' plifhments thereof." His executors were, his lady, and his

eldeft fon, Fulke Grevile. He died in the ift year of queen

Elizabeth, and Elizabeth his wife in the 3d ; and both were

buried in the church at Alcefter, where an altar-monument is

erected to their memory, upon which the eiBgies of himfelf

and his lady are laid, with the portraitures of his children oa

the fides, as is here delineated.

i^ouud tiic verge of tne monument is the following inlcriptioii.

Here lieth the body of Foulke Grevyll, knight, and lady

Elizabeth his wife, the daughter and heir of Edward Wil-
loughby, efquire, the fone and heire of Robert Willoughby,

knyght, lord of Broke j and lady Elizabeth, one of the

ditughtcrs and coheircs of the lord Beauchamp of Powyk

:

which Foulke died the Xth day of November, anno Domini
MDLIX ; and the faid lady Elizabeth, his wife, departed

IXth day of in the year of our lord MDLX 5 of

whofe foules God have mercy. Amen."

T. They
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They left three fons, and four daughters. The fons were,

frfl:, Foullce ; fecondly, Robert Grevile of Thorp-Latymer, in

the county of Lincohi, anceftor to Francis, the prefent Earl

Brooke, and Earl of Warwick ; and laftly, Edward, after-

wards fir Edward Grevile of Harrold park, in the parifh of

Wakham-Abbey in the county of Efiex ; whofe line ter-

minated in tv/o daughters, his coheirs. The daughters of

the aforefaid Fulke Grevile were, Mary, married to William

Harris, of the county of Devon, efquire ; Eleanor, to fir

John Conway, of Arrow and Ragley, in the county of War-

wick, knight ; Catherine, to Giles Read, of the county of

Gloucefter, efquire; and Blanche, who died unmarried.

Fulke Grevile, the eldeft fon, upon the death of his

mother, fucceeded to this great inheritance, and was knighted

in the yth year of queen Elizabeth, being then thirty-nine

years of age. He was, according to the charafter Camden (k)

gives of him, " a perfon no lefs efteemed for the fweetnefs of

" his temper, than the dignity of his ftation." We have the

following account of him, in the manufcript above mentioned,

page 6th, " He was a gentleman full of affabilitie and cour-

" tefie, and much given to hofpitalitie, which got the love of

'*' the whole countrie. For in his time no man did beare a

" greater fway in the countie of Warwicke than himfelfe. He
*' was evermore attended with a brave companle of gentlemen.

*' Upon the news of the death of queen Elizabeth, he being

*' at Warwicke at the great afTize, came down from the bench,

<' and with fome of his friendes, proclaimed kins: -Tames, which

« the judges of the circuit refufed to doe." He was cuilos

rotulorum of the county of Warwick; and one of the knights

of the fhire in the 28th year of queen Elizabeth, and in four

other parliaments. He married Anne, daughter to Ralph Ne-

vU, earl of V/eftmorland, and died in the year i6c6, and the

4th of king James, leaving by her, Fulke, his fon and heir i

and one daughter, Margaret, married to fir Richard Verney,

or"

(k) Camd.Brlt. (in the lall edit, of the tranflation) vdl i. p- 6oj,
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of Compton-Mordak, in the county of Warwick, knight, an*

ceftor to the prefent lord Willougby of Brooke.

FuLKE Grevile, only fen of the laft-mentioned fir Fulke,

was born in the year 1554(1). Being of the fame age with

his coufin fir Philip Sidney, they had their juvenile education

together, at a fchool in Shrewfbury (m). From this fchool

Fullce Grevile went to the univerfity of Oxford, but foon

removed to that of Cambridge, and was entered of Trinity

collco;e there. Having finifhed his academical fludies, he

went abroad, and by adding the knowledge of men to that of

boo!:s, returned to his native country a moft accomplifhed

gentleman. On his arrival in England, his uncle Robert

Grevile, at that time a fervant to queen Elizabeth, introduced

him into the court, where he was foon taken notice of as a

moft ingenious perfon, and greatly efteemed by all fuch as

were lovers of arts and fciences (n). Being thus made known

to the moll: polite and learned court at that time in Europe,

and by the recommendation of his uncle fir Henry Sidney, lord

prefident of Wales, nominated to fome beneficial preferments

in that principality, he had an early opportunity of cultivating

a friendlhlp with thofe who cither then were, or afterwards

became, eminent in life : but of all the men of rank who then

made a figure at the court of Elizabeth, his kinfman fir Philip

Sidney was his darling : he lived the companion and friend of

this great man from his earlieft youth, and when he died,

v/rote his life.

This fair profpe£l, which thus offered itfelf to Mr. Gre-

vile, for his being amply provided for at home, could not

allay that ardour, which he ftrongly poffefled, of engaging him-

felf in fervices abroad, both by fea and laud. The paffion that

chiefly prevailed among the youth of fpirit at that time, was to

go to foreign courts in the train of ambaiTadorsi to affift at

L 2 fieges

(1) Wood's Athcn. Oxon. vol. i. coll. 521.

(m) Letters and Memorials of Sidney and Family, vo!=l.p-. 8«

(n) Wood, ut fupra.
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fieges or battles under the condudl of famous generals ; or to fail

to the Eaft or Weft Indies, in hopes of making difcoveries of

new countries, or conqucfts upon the Spaniards. On the

other hand, queen Elizabeth conftantly difcouraged thofe

irret^ular fallies of ambition ; as flie knew, that if they were

indulged beyond what the fervice of the publick required, the

kino-dom might be thereby deprived of the braveft fubje6ls, and

flie of her moft valuable fervants. Sir Fulke, whofe ambition

to acquire honour or improvement in foreign countries, was

equal to that of any of his age and rank, not being able to

obtain leave from his royal miftrefs to go abroad fo often as he

defired, was bold enough to m.ake feveral attempts to go without

her perm ifiion : but on all thofe occafions he was either recalled

before he got out of England, or on his return was received

in fuch a manner, as was moft proper to mortify him, being

fometimes " made to live in her court," as he himfelf fays,

" a fpecSlacle of disfaviour, too long, as he conceived." The

firft excurfion which he meditated was, as he informs us in his

Life of Philip Sidney, when the armies of don John and duke

Cafimir were to meet in the Low Countries. Refolved to be a

witnefs of the expelled confliil, he made all neceftary prepa-

rations for his journey, and by the queen's permifiion had adu-

ally {hipped his horfes and equipage at Dover; but, to his great

inortification, juft as he was at the point of his departure, he

was ftaid by the queen's mandate. After this, fecretary Wal-

fmsham being fent ambaflador to treat with thofe two princes,

in a bufmefs which fo much concerned Chriftian blood and

Chriftian empire, Mr. Grevile thought that whoever would

venture to join that ambaflador's train, although without leave,

was in no danger of being ftaid. Accordingly he went over

with the fecretary, unknown. In his way home he went to

Delft, where he waited on William Naflau, prince of Orange ;

by whom he was kindly received, having been the year before

recommended to him by his friend Sidney. After a fhort ftay

with this excellent and experienced prince, who held feveral

political conferences with him on the then prefent pofture

xit publick afFaIrs, he returned to England 5 but the queen,

highly
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highly refenting his prefumptlon in going out of the kingdom

without her permiflion, forbid him her prefence for many
months (o).

The frowns of Elizabeth were not however as yet fufficient

to deter him from turning his thoughts to foreign exploits.

In this he was encouraged by the fentiments and example

of his beloved Sidney, who- in the midft of a court that

efteemed, loved, and almoil adored him, and where he was

honoured with the favour of his royal miftrefs, languifhed after

the glory of a mighty foreign expedition (p). He framed with

himfelf a fcheme of attacking the Spaniards in America ; of

fubverting their government there ; and of laying the founda-

tion of an Englifli fettlement in its place, upon fuch a plan,

as that it might become a durable cftablifliment, and by degrees

increafe, till it extended its power from ocean to ocean. This

defign he communicated to no one except his friend Grevile,

who, to ufe fir Fulke's own v/ords, *' having been bred up
*' with him from his youth, he chofe to be his loving and be-

*' loved Achates in this voyage." The two young adventurers

knowing that the queen and her council would never confent,

that he (hould go on an employment of fo hazardous a nature,

and fo far from England, they fecretly concerted the execution

of the fcheme with fir Francis Drake. It was agreed between

them, that fir Francis fhould have the name and reputation of

the projecl while in England ; but that, when they fet fail, the

command fhould be divided betwixt him and fir Philip j and,

in the mean while, fir Philip was to fupport and quicken the

expedition with all his credit at court. Sir Francis foon had a

fquadron afligned him : all difpatch was ufed, and no publick

expence fpared, in the equipment. Sir Philip embarked a great

part of his own fortune in the adventure ; but carefully kept

his defign of going himfelf on board, a fecret from all his rela-

tions and friends. When the fieet v/as ready, .the two adven-

turer*

(o) Life of Sir Philip Sidney, p. 1 67-— 169,

(p) Ibid. p. 82—89.
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turers made ufe of fome fpecious pretence to leave the coTirt,

aiid go to Plymouth, where the fleet then was, and where they

were to wait for a favourable wind. In the mean while fir

Francis Drake's rcfolution failed ; he durfl not rifk. the queen's

difpleafure, but delayed his departure from time to time ori

various pretences, till at laft the defign of fir Philip and fir

Fulke was known at court. The queen immediately difpatched

meflengers to Plymouth to {lop them, or, if they refufed to

obey, to flop the fleet. Sir Philip had the courage to withftand

this firft rneffage, (the letters having been intercepted, and

conveyed fecretly into his own hands ;) but a fecond came by

a peer of the realm, with an olTer to fir Philip, on the one

hand, of an employment under his uncle, the earl of Leicefter^

then going general into the- Low Countries ; and on the other

hand, denouncing the fevered difpleafure in cafe of difobe-

dience. Upon this our difappainted adventurers returned to

court, and left fir Francis to purfue his voyage, from which he

returned rather with wealth than honour.

When the earl of Leiceflcr v/as fent general of the queen**

forces into the Low Countries, fir Fulke obtained from him

the command of one hundred horfe ; but neither his humble

fait to the queen, nor the interceffion of his noble uncle and

patron, backed by the intereft of many other of his friends,

could prevail on queen Elizabeth to confent to his leaving her

court.

Laftly, as he himfelf tells us, " the unlverfal fame of a

•' battle to be fought between the prime forces of Henry IIL

*' of France, and the religious of Henry IV. then king of

*' Navarre, lifting him yet once more above this humble earth

*' of duty, made him rcfolve to fee the difference between kings

«' prefent, and abfent, in their martial expeditions." So that,

without acquainting any creature, the earl of Effex excepted,

he fiiipped himfelf over, and at his return was kept from the

queen's prefence full fix months, and then received after a,

ilrangc manner : for that abfolute princefs, to fever ill example

from
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from grace, averred his going over to be a fecret employ-

ment of hers ;
" prote6i:ing him," as he adds, ** to the world,

** with the honour of her employment, rather than flie would,

*' for example's fake, be forced either to punifh him further,

*' or too eafily forgive a contempt or negle6l in a fervant fo

*' near about her, as fhe was pleafed to conceive it (q)."

After thofe fruitlefs attempts to follow his own defires, the

fire of youth beginning now to abate, fir Fulke came to be

fenfible, as he fays himfelf, " that it was fufficient for the

*' plant to grow where the fovereign's hand had planted it;

*' he therefore contradled his thoughts, and bounded his pro-

*' fpe6t within the fafe limits of duty, and in fuch home-
*' fervices as were acceptable to his fovereign."

The firft account we meet with, of the civil and domeftlck

employments appointed him by his uncle fir Henry Sidney, is

in a letter of fir Henry to the lords of the council, wherein,

propofing to leflen the number of attorneys in the court held

:n the marches of Wales, and to regulate them under a princi-

pal officer or two by patent from her majefty, he recommends

Mr. Fulke Grevile, together with his own fecretary Mr. Mo-
lyneux, for thai purpofe (r). About the year 1580, he ob-

tained a patent for the ofHce of clerk of the fignet to the

council in Wales ; and fome tim.e after, he had likewife, by

another patent, the clerkfhip of the council, to be executed

by himfelf or his deputy (s) : which offices are faid to have

brought him in yearly two thoufand pounds. He was not how-

ever fo much embarrafled with bufinefs, as to prevent his making

a confpicuous figure in the grand entertainments which were

made at court in the year 1581, when the ambalfadors, and

many of the French nobility, came over commiilioners from

Catherine

(q) Life of Sir Philip Sidney, (s) The prefent State of your

p. 169— 171. Majefty's Council ellabliflied in

(i) Lettcrsof the Sidneys, vol. l. the Principality and Marches of

p. 1^5. Wales, MS. penes Nath.Boothe,

armig. Sidney's Letters.
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Catherine de Medlcis, to treat of a marriage between queen

Elizabeth and the duke of Anjou. Thofe noble perfonages,

after having been nobly banqueted at Weftminflcr, were fur-

ther entertained, amongil- other courtly diverfions, with the

martial exercife of tilts and tournaments, by Philip earl of

Arundel, Frederick lord Windfor, Philip Sidney, and Fulke

Grevile, who were challengers to all comers (t) : in which

rencounters Fulke Grevile behaved himfelf fo gallantly, that

he won the reputation of a moft valiant knight (u).

On the 20th of April, 1583, he was by patent conftituted

fecrctary for the principality of South and North Wales

;

which office king James I. afterwards conferred on him for

life (x) : and in the year 1587, he was one of the four perfons

who carried the pall at the pompous funeral of his much be-

loved and lamented friend fir Philip Sidney (y). In the begin-

ning of the year 1588, he was, among other perfons of honour

and quality, created mafter of arts by the univerfity of Ox-

ford (z) ; and when Ambrofe Dudley, earl of Warwick, was

on the 9th of April, 1589, interred in the chapel of Warwick,

he was one of the principal mourners (a). In OcSlober, 1597)

he received the order of knighthood j and two years after, was

appointed treafurer of the navy for life (b). When orders were

given out, in Auguft, 1599, for drawing commiifions for the

great fleet that was fet forth in expedation of another invafion

by the Spaniards, it is reported that fir Fulke Grevile was to

have one, as rear-admiral (c) ; but we hear no more of any

fuch charge that he was intruded with in the navy. In the

44th and laft year of queen Elizabeth, having bought up from

private

(t) Camden's Annals of Queen lip, and engraved by Derick

Elizabeth, anno 1581. Theodore de Brij, in the city

(u) Winftanley's Lives of Eng- of London, 1587.

lifh Poets. (z) Wood's Athens, Oxon.

(x) Dugdale's Warwickfhire. (a) Collins's Memoirs oftheSid-

(y) Funeral Procefllon of Sir Phi- neys, p. 39.

lip Sidney; defigned by Tho- (b) Dugdale's Warwickfhire.

inas Lant, fervant to fir Phi- (c) Letters of the Sidneys, p. 113,
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private hands fome claims upon the manor of Wedgenock, he

obtained from the queen a grant of the ancient and fpacious

park thereunto belonging, for himfelf, his heirs and afficrns, in

as large and ample manner, as John duke of Northumberland,

or Ambrofe earl of Warwick, had held it. He was a member

of parliament in feveral feflions, being many times elcifted

knight of the fhire with fir Thomas Lucy (d) ; and it was

affirmed, that the county could not make a better choice, they

being learned, wife, and honeft (e). At the coronation of

king James I. in 1603, he was m.ade a knight of the Bath,

and foon after called, from being treafurer of the navy, to be

chancellor and under-treafurer of the exchequer, being at the

fame time appointed one of the privy council. In the 2d year

of that king he obtained a grant of the caftle of Warwick,

with the gardens and other dependencies about it (f). He then

found it in a ruinous condition, the towers and other ftrono-

places of it being ufed for the common gaol of the county ; but

at the expence of upwards of 20,000 1. he repaired and

adorned it for the feat of his family. Moreover, he made a

purchafe of the Temple grounds adjoining, and beautified

them with large and (lately plantations, with an intention, as

it would feem, to put in execution the defign which George

duke of Clarence formerly had, of making a park of them

under his windows ; and which defign hath been lately per-

fected by the prefent earl Brooke and Warwick, fince he

became lord of the manor. Upon the whole, he fo repaired

this great and venerable pile, as to render it, as Dugdale ob-

ferves (g), " not only a place of great ftrength, but extraor-

" dinary delight, and the moft princely feat within the mid-

** land parts of the realm." Befides other grants from the

crown, he had one alfo of the manor and lands of Knowle,

in the faid county of Warwick ; and he tafted the royal bounty

as yet more, in fuch grants of land, than in any offices of Hate,

IVi In

(d) Sir Simon Dewes's Journal cf (f) Wood's Athenx, Oxon, ut

Parliaments. fupra.

(e) Spencer's Life of Robert (g) Dugdale '3 Warwlckfnlre,

Lord Brooke.
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In 1617, he obtained a fpecial charter, confirming all fuch

liberties as had been granted to any of his anceftors, in behalf

of the town of Alcefter, upon a new rent of ten fliillings a

year, then referved to the king, his heirs and fucceffors (h).

It appears from what has been faid above, that he had, in his

own perfon, the hereditary right of a peerage ; being, by his

grandmother, heir at law to Robert Willoughby, lord Brooke,

who had been called up by writ of fummons to the houfe of

lords. But it was probably not at that time a point clear in law,

that after an honour had been for fome time in abeyance in the

female line. It could afterwards be claimed by the heir at law;

as indeed the queftion was but for the firft time, and in this

very cafe, decided in the houfe of lords, in the 8th year of

king William III. on the petition of Richard Verney, efquire,

of Compton-Mordak ; whofe claim to the peerage of Wil-

loughby of Brooke was then admitted, he being grandfon and

heir to Margaret above mentioned, who was only fifter, and

heir at law, to fir Fulke Grcvile. But, however that point of

law might then have been thought of, fir Fulke accepted of

letters patent, bearing date the 19th of January, in the i8th

year of James I. by which he was advanced to the dignity of

a baron of this realm, by the title of Lord Brooke, Baron

Brooke of Beauchamp-Court, in the county of War-

wick, with limitations of that honour, in default of heirs male of

his own body, to his kinfman Robert Grevile, fon to Fulke

Grevile, of Thorpe-Latymer in the county of Lincoln,

efquire. The reafons afllgned in the patent for his creation,

were his faithful fervices to queen Elizabeth, and the then pre-

fent king ; and that he was of noble extraftion, being defcended

of the blood of the Nevils, the Willoughbys, and the

Beauchamps. In September, 1621, his lordfhip refigning the

office of chancellor of the exchequer, in which he was fuccced-

ed by Richard Wefton, afterwards earl of Portland, he was

made one of the gentlemen of the king's bed-chamber (i). He

was

(h) Dugdale's Warv/ickfhire, ut (1) Wood's Athense, Oxon. vol. i.

fupra. coll. 521.
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was alfo counfellor of ftate to king Charles I. and in the be-

ginning of his reign was the founder of an hiftory-le£ture in

the univerfity of Cambridge, with an allowance of a handfome

falary to the profeflbr thereof (k). Indeed there are many in-

ftances of his favours and beneficences to learning and learned

men ; and fome of them have not only amply celebrated his

excellent fenfe and ingenuity, but gratefully acknowledged his

extraordinary liberality towards, and patronage of them (1).

In 1597, ^y ^^^ afliduous applications to queen Elizabeth, he

obtained the office of clarencieux king of arms for Mr. Cam-
den (m), who very gratefully acknowledges his favours, not

only by leaving to him in his laft will a piece of plate, but in

his Britannia (n), where, fpeaklrig of the father of lord Brooke,

he adds, " Whofe only fon doth fo intirely devote hlmfelf to

*' the ftudy of real vertue and honour, that the nobienefs of his

*' mind far exceeds that of his birth ; for whofe extraordinary

*' favours, though I muft defpair of making fuitable returns,

*' yet, whether fpeaking or filent, 1 muft ever preferve a

" grateful remembrance of them." He introduced the learn-

ed Dr. John Overal to the queen, and by his intereft with her,

procured for him the deanry of St. Paul's in London (o). He
was the rife and making of that eminent minifter of ftate, fir

John Coke, knight, who by his means was preferred to be fecre-

tary of the navy, and who was afterwards mafter of the re-

quefts, and at laft fecretary of ftate for twenty years toge-

ther (p). But for his happy enfranchifement of John Speed,

the hiftoriographer, from a mechanick employment, and his

commodious enablement of him to purfue the hiftorical ftudies

to which he had fuch an uncommon inclination, the hearty and

M 2 unreferved

(k) Fuller's Hiftory of the Uni- (m) Wood's Athena?, Oxon, vol. i.

verfity of Cambridge, p. 165. coll. 481.

(I) Daniel in his Poetical Works, (n) Camden's Britannia, in War-

Dous in his Poems. Brown in vvlckilure.

iiis Britannia's Paftorals. Phi- (0) Wood's Atiien3e5 0:con. vol. i,

lips in his Thcatrum Pccta- 0011,314.

rum, (p) Fuller's Worthies In Derby-

flare, fol. 233.
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unreferved acknowledgement he has publickly made, deferveS

to be written in letters of gold ; where having mentioned, in

his Theatre of Great-Britain, the extraordinary reparations

which had been made of the decayed caftle of Warwick by fir

Fulke Grevile, he adds, " Whofe merit to me-ward I do

*' acknowledge, in fetting this hand free from the dayly em-^

" ployments of a manual trade, and giving it full liberty thus to

** exprefs the inclination of my mind ; himfelf being the pro-

<' curer of my prefent eftate (q)." Sir Fulke Grevile was not

content with the mere encouraging of learning in others : from

the time that he laid afidc all further thoughts of going

abroad, and determined to apply himfelf to home-fervices, he

devoted his leifure hours to the amufement of writing, par^

ticularly in the poetical way. After the death of queen Eliza-

beth, calling to mind, as he tells us in his Life of Sir Philip

Sidney (r), the many duties he owed to that matchlefs fove-

reign of his, he refolved to write her life, or hiftory, pur-

pofing to have fet out with the union of the red and white rofes

in the marriage of Henry VII. but finding he could not have

the ufe of thofe papers which he looked upon as abfolutely ne-

ceflary to complete his work in the fubilantial manner that

might be expelled, he laid afidc that defign, and difpofed him-

felf torevife the products of his earlier ftudies. Little of them

appeared in print during his life-time ; but fince his death there

have been feveral publications in his name, though it is not

improbable but that he has mentioned, himfelf, all the pieces

of his writing, which he defigned for the prefs : therefore I

Ihall here fubjoin an account of the writings which have been

publickly afcribed to him, and refer the reader to the Life of

Sir Philip Sidney, for what he fays of thofe which he intended

fliould be printed as his pofthumous works (s).

Firft, Certain learned and elegant Works of the Right Ho-

nourable Fulke Lord Brooke ; written in his Youth and fami-

liar

(q) Speed's Theatre of Great- (s) Life of Sir Philip Sidney,

Britain, p. 53. p. 241—247.

(r) P. 336, &c.
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liar Exercife witli Sir Philip Sidney. London, printed by E. P.

for W. Seyle, &c. fol. 1633. Containing, i. A Treatife on

Human Learning.—2. An Infcription upon Fame and Ho-

nour.— 3. A Treatife of Wars.—4. The Tragedy of Abra-

ham.—5. The Tragedy of Muftapha.—9. Caelica, on the

Topick of Love.—7. A Letter to an Honourable Lady.—

8. A Letter on Travels.

Secondly, The Five Years of King James L ; or. The

Condition of the State of England, and the Relation it had to

other Provinces. Written by Sir Fulke Grevile, late Lord

Brooke. Printed for R. W. 4to, 1643.

Thirdly, The Life of the renowned Sir Philip Sidney; con-

taining Sir Philip's principal Adlions, Councils, Defigns, and

Death ; with the true Intereft of England, as it then flood,

in relation to all foreign Princes ; and particularly for fup-

prelTing the Power of Spain, as ftated by him ; together with

1 {hort Account of the Maxims and Policies ufed by Queen

Elizabeth in her Government. Written by Sir Fulke Grevile.

Printed for Henry Seyle, i2mo, 1652.

Fourthly, The Remains of Sir Fulke Grevile, Lord

Brooke ; being Poems of Monarchy and Religion, never printed

before. Printed for Henry Herringman, 8vo, 1670.

His lordfliip having never been married, and being defirous

to maintain his family in the rank to which he had greatly con-

tributed to raife it, he freed from intail all the eftates he had

inherited from his anceftors ; and adding to thofe, fuch as he

had acquired by grant from the crown, or by purchafe, he fet-

tled the whole, by his laft will and teftament, upon his coufin

Robert Grevile, (in whofe favour he had obtained the reverfion

©f his honours) and the heirs male of his body ; with the

remainder over to the heirs male of fir Edward Grevile, of

Harold park, the third branch of his family.

Thi
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This will was executed the i8th of Februar)', 1627, and

was then witneffed by fevcral gentlemen at that time in his

fcrvice j among whom was one Ralph Haywood, who had

been long his fervant. Some month's afterwards, a codicil was

added, granting annuities to thofe gentlemen, by name ; omit-

ting, however, this Haywood, whom he probably did not

think intitled to his liberality (t). Haywood refcnted this

iieo-le£l to fuch a degree, that on the ift day of September,

1628^, being alone with his lord in his bed-chamber in Brooke

houfe, in Holbourn, he entered into a warm and infolent expo-

ftulation with him ; for which being feverely reprimanded by

his lord, Haywood gave him a mortal ftab with a knife, or, as

others fay, with his fword (u). The villain made his efcape

into another room, which he locked ; and before it could be

broke open for him to be feized, he deftroyed himfelf with the

fame inftrument wherewith he had murdered his mafter. Lord

Brooke languifhed a few days with his wound, but before he

died ordered another fhort codicil to be added to his will, in

which he left handfome legacies to the furgeons and others

who attended him on this occafion. He died the 30th of

September, 1628, in the 75th year of his age, and was bu-

ried with great folemnity ; fir William Segar, knight, garter ;

fir Henry St. George, knight, Richmond herald ; and Henry

Chitting, efquire, Somerfet herald, direding the funeral. His

body was laid in his own vault, on the north fide of the choir,

in the church of St. Mary at Warwick, under a monument

which he had ere6^ed himfelf, with this remarkable infcription :

*' Fulke Grevile,

*« Servant to queen Elizabeth,

" Counfellor to king James,

<« And friend to fir Philip 'Sidney (x).

" Trophsum peccati."

[See the annexed plate.] Lord

(t) Smith's Obituary, In Peck's (u) Wood'sAthenpe, Oxen. vol. 1.

Defiderata Curiofa, lib. 14. coll. 522.

.p. 12. (x) Dugdale'sWarwickfli. vol. I.
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TROPHie.V>I PECCATI.





[ 8/ ]

Lord Bacon gives us a fhort and laudable chara£ler of this

great man (y) : but fir Robert Naunton furniflies us with the

following more ample and general character of him, as an emi-

nent courtier of thofe times, where he muilers him amono^ft

the favourites of queen Elizabeth. His words are (z), *' Sir

*' Fulke Grevile, lord Brooke, had no mean place in her

'^ favour : neither did he hold it for a fliort term ; for, if I be

" not deceived, he had the longeft leafe, and the fmootheft

*' time, without any rub of any of her favourites. He came

" to the court in his youth and prime ; for that is the time, or

** never. He was a brave gentleman, and honourably de-

" fcended from Willoughby lord Brooke, and admiral to king

" Henry VH. Neither illiterate ; for he was, as he would

" often profefs, a friend to fir Philip Sidney : and there are of

*' his, now extant, fome fragments of his poems, and of

*' thofe times, which do intereft him in the Mufes, and which

*' fliew the queen's eleilion had ever a noble conduct, and its

*^ motions more of virtue and judgement than fancy. I find

" that he never fought for, or obtained, any great place or pre-

*' ferment in court, during all the time of his attendance ;

*' neither did he need it; for he came thither backed with a

" plentiful fortune, which, as himfelf was wont to fay, was
*' the better held together by a fingle life, wherein he lived and

*' died, a conftant courtier of the ladies."

Upon the death of Fulke lord Brooke, the elder branch of the

family, in the male line, ended ; and, as we obferved before,

Margaret, his fifter, carried the honours of the female line into

the family o/ Verney. But Robert, of the fecond branch of the

family, who fucceeded him in his fortune and title, fuccceded

him llkewife in the honour, of being next in male defcent from

the firft fir Fulke, and Elizabeth his wife, who, as we have

fliewn above, was not only heirefs of the family of Wil-

ln\ighby of Brooke, but was twice defcended of the old earls of

^^''arwick : for this Robert, now lord Brooke, and Dorothy

his

(y) Apothegms, new and old, by (z) Naunton's Fragmenta Rega-

Ld. Bacon, izmo, 1625. p. Z2I. lia, p. 30.
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his filler, (married to fir Arthur Haflerigg, of Nofeiy, in the

county of Leicefter) were the only ifTue of Fullce Grevile,

efquire, the eldeft fon of Robert Grevile, of Thorp-Latymer,

in the county of Lincoln, efquire, who was fccond fon to the

faid fir Fulke Grevile, and Elizabeth his wife.

This (a) Robert Grevile, while but an infant of four

years of age, was in a manner adopted as a fon, by his coufin,

the lord Brooke, who from that time provided for his education

and breeding, fo as to render him worthy of that eftate and

dignity he intended to confer upon him. He returned from his

travels beyond feas about the age of twenty, and in the fame

year was elected to ferve for the borough of Warwick, in the

parliament which was then called, but foon after unhappily

diflblved. He fucceeded his coufin, Fulke lord Brooke, at the

age of twenty-one, and foon after married lady Catherine

RufTcl, eldeft daughter to Francis earl of Bedford.

The principles of government he had imbibed in his edu-

cation, which were probably improved from his intimate con-

nexion with the Bedford family, made him difapprove of the

meafures which were carried on by the court, in the beginning

of the reign of king Charles I. So deeply was he affected

with the grievances complained of at that time, and fo dif-

courao-ed at the gloomy profpe6l that overfprcad the nation,

that he entered into a defign with the lord vifcount Say and

Seal, to leave England, and fettle in a corner of the worlds

remote from the oppreiTion of a court (b). Thofe two noble-

men procured from Robert Rich, earl of Warwick, an affign-

mcnt of part of a large trail of land in North-America, (nou-

part of New-England) of which he had obtained a grant from

the crown ; and in the year 1635, fent over George Fcnwick,

efquire, to begin a fettlement in that country, and prepare a

place of retreat for them and their friends ; in confcqucnce of

which a town was there built, which thence bears the name cf

Saybrook,

(a) MS. pra:d. p, 14 and 17.

(b, Britiili Empire in America, vol. i. p. 67, 68.
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Sajbrook. But when afterwards a fpirit rofe in England, in

oppofition to the arbitrary meafures of that bad adminiftration,

and that there were hopes of reforming the abufes of govern-

ment, he laid afide the thoughts of retiring from his own

country, and was one of the iirll who affumed the boldnefs of

Hllerting the caufe of liberty, even in the face of the court.

(c) V/iien the king, in his expedition againfl: the Scotch, had

fummoned the nobility to meet him at York ; and it was

thought fit, by the v/hole body of the council, that a Ihort

proteftation fhould be drawn, in which all men fhould " pro-

" fefs their loyalty and obedience to his majefly, and difclaim

" and renounce the having any intelligence, or holding any

*' correfpondence with the rebels." Of the Englifh nobility,

the lord Say, and the lord Brooke, pofitively refufed, in the

king's own prefence, to make any fuch proteftation. They

faid, ** If the king fufpe£led their loyalty, he m.ight proceed

" againft them as he thought fit ; but that it was againft the

*' law to impofe any oaths or proteftations upon them, which

*' were not enjoined by law; and, in that rcfpedi:, that they

" might not betray the common liberty, they would not fub-

*' mit to it." From that time lord Brooke proceeded in the

meafures of his party, with fteadinefs and refolution ; and

when afterw^ards the war broke out betwixt the king and the

parliament, and all the great men in England ranged themfelves

on one fide or the other, he adhered to that of the parliament,

and was in "fuch efteem with thofe of that party, that, as lord

Clarendon (d) fays, *' they had fcarce a more abfolute confi-

" dence in any man than in him." And yet, from the uni-

verfal character he had of good-nature, juftice, and love of his

country, there is reafon to believe, that had he lived to fee to

what a height the parliament afterv/ards carried matters, he

would have difapproved of their conduct ; and might hajve

been inftrumental in moderating the violence of that party, and

in eltablifliing a pe:5ce, founded upon the fecurity of the con-

ftitution and the rights of the crov/n. Lord Clarendon(e)

feems indeed to have been of another opinion. But it is cer-

N tain

(c) Chirend. fol. vol. i. p. 9-;. (d) lb. vol.-. p. 114. (e) Ibid.
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tain that the earl of Bedford, the perfon with whom he lived in

the ftrongeft connexions, not long after, openly difapproved of

.the violence of the parliament party, and came over from them

to the king.

To leave conjedtures about what might have been, and

return to v/hat really did happen. He engaged in the civil

war on the fide of the parliament ; and fuch was his influence

in Warwickfhire, that he carried along with him almofl the

whole county. He was of fo much the more confequence to

his party, that by him they had the caftlc of Warwick, which,

by being fituated in the heart of England, and fortified by na--

turc, proved a moft convenient place of arms, and one of the

ftrongeft of their garrifons.

The (f) lord Brooke having, in confequence of a commifTion

from the parliament, in the months of June and July, 1642,

arrayed the militia of the counties of Warwick and Stafford,

repaired to London, to procure artillery and military ftores for

his caftic ; but before he went, he conftituted fir Edward Peito,

of Chefterton, governor, and left with him one or two pieces

of fmall cannon, and what mufls.ets and ammunition he could

fpare. On his return with a fuitable train of artillery, he was

met by the earl of Northampton, at Edgehill, with a cojifi-

derable body of troops. The two lords at firft prepared for

a6tion ; but (fays the author of the manufcript above mentioned)

to prevent the effufion of blood, it was at laft agreed betv/een

them, that lord Brooke fhould return back to Banbury with

his ordnance, and that neither of them fhould fetch it fiom

thence, without giving the other three days notice. However

that may be, lord Northampton, on lord Brooke's return to

London, came up to Banbury with a powerful body of horfe

and foot, furprii'ed the caftle, and carried off the cannon. He

was no foouer nnifter of this artillery, than he marched to

Warwick ; and liaving funmioned fir Edward Peito to fur-

render the caflle, upon his refufal, proceeded to bcficge it,

Vhe

(f) TvIS. rra;d. p. 28, c^-c.



[ 91 ]

The fiege was begun Augufl the 7th, and continued till the

23d of that month ; when the lord Brooke coming from Lon-

don with a body of horfe and foot, was met by part of the

earl of Northampton's troops wiihln five miles of Warwick,

between Southam and Itchington, where a ikirmiih enfued, in

which lord Brooke had the advantage. Upon this the fiege was

raifed : lord Northampton retreated towards the North, and

lord Brooke entered the caftle, to the great joy of fir Edward

Peito, and his fmall garrifon, who, though poorly provided

with ordnance and military (lores, had defended the place a

full fortnight.

The lord Brooke remained at Warwick, or In the nelo-h-

bourhood, till towards the end of September, when the earl of

EfTex, with the parliament army, arrived at that town. Having

intelligence that the king's army was then at Worcefter, the

earl, with lord Brooke and the whole army, advanced towards

that place : but that he might not be impeded in his march,

he left the moft of his heavy ordnance, and what ammunition

he had not immediately occafion for, at Warwick caftle. The
earl of EiTex, on his approach to Worcefter, finding that the

king's army filed ofF towards Shrewfbury, and thence to the

borders of Oxford and Warwickfhire, prepared to follow them :

but as his heavy carriages, from the badncfs of the roads, and

the backwardnefs of the people In that country to furnifh

horfes, could not be made to keep up with the army, it was

thought proper that the lord Brooke fliould go on to Warwick,

and from thence fend fupplies of ammunition to meet the army

on their march. He arrived at that place the 22d of Odober :

the day following he fent from the magazines of the caftle fome

cart-loads of ammunition for the army, which the night before

had come up to Kincton, within two miles of Edgehill, where

the king's army then lay. Lord Brooke having thus difpatched

his carriages, fet out about one of the clock, the fame day, to

join the army : but while he was on the road, the engagement

began ; which he was foon informed of, by the crowds who
fled on the firft charge of the king's horfe. He prevailed with

N 2 many
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many to return with him, and making what hafte he could to

join the battle, arrived in time to have fome fhare, perfonally,

in the fuccefs of the day, and in keeping the field the night fol-

lowing. His own regiment had marched with the general (g),

and was one of thofe that fought in the right wing, which

entirely broke the left of the king's army. The next day, in

the evening, the earl of ElTex, the reft of the nobility, ar.d

fome others of diftindlion in the parliament army, came to

Warwick : the whole army follov/ed them the day after, and

went into quarters of refrefhment there, and in the neighbour-

hood. The prifoners of note were condu6led to the caPde ; the

chief of whom (fays the author of the manufcript before men-

tioned, page 48.) was the earl of Lindfay, who being iliot near

the knee, died of his wound as he entered the caftle, before he

could be carried into his chamber.

Not long after the battle, viz. January 7, 1642-3, the lord

Brooke was appointed general, and corrwnander in chief (under

the earl of EfTex) of the aflbciated counties of Warwick and

Stafford, and the parts adjacent (h). In confequence of this

commiffion, having cleared Warwickfhire of all oppofition, he

advanced into Staffordfliire ; and hearing that lord Cheflerfield,

with about 300 men under his command, was in pofTefiion of

Litchfield, refolved in the firft place to diflodge them. Ke

therefore took a troop of rcformadoes, and 400 foot, which he

.had from London; to which he added 100 out of Warwick

caftle, 200 out of Coventry, and about 300 of the moft for-

ward of the country, who came and offered themfelves ; a

troop of horfe fent him by fir John Gell, and 100 dragoons;

in all, about 1200 ftrong. With thofe, and onedemi-culverin,

and fome fmall drakes, he advanced, and came before the

town of Litchfield, on Wednefday the ift of March. After

fome hot, but fhort fervice, he obliged lord Chefterfield to

leave the town, and retire into the clofe, or yard belonging

to the minfter ; a place, which by the flrength of the walls,

and its fituation, was much more defenfible, While his foldiers

were

(g) Rufh. Hill. Coll, part 3. vol. t. p. 3;, (h) Ibid. p. 147, 148,
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were alTaultlng this place, and particularly St. Chad's church,

thereto adjoining, lord Brooke being withdrawn into a houfe,

to o-'ive diredlions, as he was looking out of the window for

that purpofe, a mufket-bullet ftruck him in the right (i) eye,

of which he immediately died. His foldiers were fo exafperated

at his death, that fir John Gell being fent for, and fupplying

his place, the aflault was renewed with more fury than before j

the clofe was forced, and all within made prifoners.

Sir William Dugdale (k), fpeaking of this lord Brooke,

jrives this chara6ler of him : " A perfon he was, who for the

*' noblenefs of his extrailion, and many perfonal endowments,

*' deferved a better fate ; at leaft to have fallen in a better

*' caufe ; who (had he lived, it is believed by his friends)

" v/ould foon have feen through the pretences of that fadion.'*

Let us next fee hov/ his charaiStcr (not only as a great man,

but an able writer) appears in the hands of one of his own party,

one of the moft celebrated writers of his age: Milton(l), in a

fpeech, in which he pleads for the Liberty of Unlicensed

Printing, addrefling himfelf to the parliament, fays, " I

*' fnall only repeat what I have learnt from one of your ho-

" nouralile number, a right honourable and pious lord, who,

" had he not facrlficed his life and fortune to the church and

" commonwealth, we had not now milled, and bewailed a

" worthy and undoubted patron of this argument. Ye know
" him, I am fure

;
yet I, for honour's fake, and may it be

" eternal to him, fliall name him, the lord Brooke, He wri-

" ting of cpifcopacy, and by the way, treating of feels and

" fchifms, left you his vote, or rather now, the lail: words of

" his dying charge, which I know will ever be of dear and

*' honoured regard with you; (o full ofmeeknefs, and breath-

" ing charity, that next to the laft teilament of him who be-

?' queathed love and peace to his difciples, I cannot call to

" mind

(I) MS. r,rxd.p. 5-. (1) Profe Works, vol. i. page

(k) Bar. vol. 2. p. 445^ I5S,
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" mind where I have met with words more mild and peaceful.

" He there exhorts us to bear with patience and humility,

*' thofe, however they may be mifcalled, who defire to live

" purely, in fuch ufe of God's ordinances, as the beft gui-

" dance of their confcience gives them ; and to tollerate them,

" though in fom.e difconformity to ourfelves. The book itfelf

*' will tell us more at large, being publi/hed to the world, and

*' dedicated to the parliament, by him, who, both for his life

<' and for his death, deferves, that what advice he left fhould

*' not lie by without nerufal."

After his death, which happened in the 36th year of his age,

the parliament, by an ordinance, fettled the wardfhip of the

young lord Brooke, his fon, upon Catherine, lady Brooke, his

widow (m). And a few years after, the commons, on a mef-

fage from the lords, voted 5000 1. for the ufe of his youngeft,

a pofthumous fon. By this lady he had iiTue, in all, five fons,

viz. Francis, who fucceeded him in honour and eflate ; Ro-

bert, who fucceeded his brother ; Edward and Algernon, who

both died batchelors ; and Fulke, born after the death of his

father, who fucceeded his brother Robert.

Francis Grevile, the eldeft fon, fucceeded as Baron

Brooke ; but dying unmarried In the fame year with his

father,

Robert Grevile, the fecond fon, fucceeded his brother

as Lord Brooke. He was inftrumental in the reftoration of

king Charles II. and was (n) one of the fix lords fent by the

houfe of peers to Holland, with twelve of the houfe of com-

mons, to prefent the humble invitation and fupplication of the

parliament, " That his majedy would be pleafed to return,

*' and take the government of the kingdom into his hands."

He was appointed lord lieutenant of the county of Stafford and

city of Litchfield, on the 20th of Auguft, 1660. He was

conftitiUed

(m) Rufn. Hill. Coll. vol. 7. p. 965. (n) Clarend.Hlil. vol. 6. p. 7.6S-
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conftituted recorder of Warwick for life, in a new charter

granted to that corporation ; which ofEce his predeceflbrs,

Fullce, the flrft lord Brooke, Robert lord Brooke, his father,

and the earl of Bedford, his uncle, (during the minority of his

brother Francis) had held before him. Ke was likewifc chofen

high flcward of Stafford, and Stratford iipon Avon. He con-

tributed much to the embellilliment of Warwick caftle, by fit-

ting up the ftate-apartment there, at a confiderable expence,

and in a manner fuited to the tafte of the times in which he

Jived. He married Anne, daughter, and at laft fole heir, to

John Doddington, efquire, fon and heir of fir William Dod-

dington of Bremer, in the county of Southampton, knight;

by whom he had fix fons, viz. John, Francis, Charles, Ro-

bert, William, and Fulke, who all died young; and two

daughters ; Anne, married to William earl of Kingfton ; and

Doddington, to Charles earl, and afterwards duke of Man-
cheffer. He died at Bath the 13th of February, 1676, and

leaving no male iffue, v/as fucceeded in honour and eftate by

pulke, his youngefi: brother.

Fulke Lord Brooke, foon after the death of his brother,

was chofen recorder of Warwick ; and upon the renewal of the

charter of that corporation, was therein conftituted recorder for

life. He married, while his brother was alive, Sarah, daughter

of fir Francis Dafhwood, knight, and alderman of London
;

by whom he had iHue four fons, and feven daughters, viz.

Francis, his eldeft fon ; Algernon, fecond fon ; Doddington,

third fon, who died at Bath unmarried, 1738; and Robert,

fourth fon, who died beyond the feas. Of the {tven. daughters,

Catherine, the eldeft, was married, firft, to Baptift Noel, earl of

Gainiborough, and fecondly, to John Sheffield, duke of Buck-

ingham ; Anne, fecond daughter, died unmarried ; Elizabeth,

third daughter, was wedded to Francis lord Guildford ; the

tb.ree next daughters, Sarah, Mary, and Diana, died unmar-

ried ; and Henrietta, the youngeft, was married to fir James

Long, of Draycote in the county of Wilts, baronet, l^he

fald
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faid Fulke, lord Brooke, died at his feat at Twickenham, m
the county of Middlefex, in the 68th year of his age, on the

22d of Odtober, 1710. Algernon, the fecond fon, married

Mary, daughter of lord Arthur Somerfet, fifth fon of Henry

duke of Beaufort : by whom he had two daughters ; Mary,

married to Shuckburgh Boughton, efquire ; and Hefter : as

alfo one fon, Fulke Grevile, efquire, who by Frances his wife,

daughter of James Macartney, efquire, hath ifllie fix fons 5

Algernon, who died young ; William, James, Robert, Henry-

Francis, and Charles ; as alfo one daughter, Frances-Ann,

married to John Crewe, of Crew hall, in the county ot Chefler,

efquire. The above-mentioned Francis, the eldeft fon, having

married the lady Anne Wllmot, eldeft daughter of John, and

fifter and coheir of Charles earl of Rochefter, (and widow of

Henry Baynton, of Spy park in the county of Wilts, efquire)

died eleven days before his father, leaving iilue, by the faid lady

Anne, two fons j Fulke, who fucceeded his grandfather ; and

William : alfo two daughters; Elizabeth, who died unmarried ;

and Catherine, v/edded to the honourable Charles Egerton,

efquire, the youngeft fon of John earl of Bridgcwater.

Fulke Lord Brooke furvived his father and grand-

father but five months : he died at Univerfity college in Ox-

ford, in February, 171 1, and was fucceeded by his brother

William.

William Lord Brooke, foon after he came of age, was

chofen recorder of Warwick. He married Mary, fecond

daughter and coheir of the honourable Henry Thynne,

efquire, who was only fon to Thomas lord vifcount Wey-

mouth, but died in the life-time of his father. By this lady

(who died on the 29th of March, 1720) he had three fons;

William, who died four months old ; Fulke, who departed

this life, aged twenty-two months and fix days ; and Francis,

now Earl Brooke, and Earl of Warwick. He ditd in the 33d

year of his age, on the 28th of July, 1727.

Francis,
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Francis, the prefent Earl Brooke, and Earl of

Warwick, fucceeded his father, asLord BrookL; when but

eight years old ; and foon after he came of age, was chofen

recorder of Warwick. In May, 1742, he married the hoi' ir-

able Elizabeth Hamilton, eldeft daughter to the lord Archibald

Hamilton, (a younger fon of William duke of Hamilton) by

the lady Jane Hamilton, daughter to James earl of Abercorn,

On the 14th of April, 1743, he had a daughter, Louifa-

Augufta, to whom his royal highncfs the prince of Wales was

godfather, and the princefs of Waies godmother ; on the nth
of May, 1744, a fecond daughter, Frances-Elizabeth, now
the wife of fir Henry Harpur, baronet ; and on the 6th of July,

1745, a third, Charlotte-Mary, who married John lord Garlics,

fon to the earl of Galloway, and died on the 31ft of May, 1763.

Thefe daughters were born in London. The year following he

was, by letters patent, dated July 7, in the 20th year of king

George II, raifed to the dignity of an earl, by the title of Eari.

Brooke of Warv/ick-caftle, in the county of Warwick. And

on the i5th of September, in the fame year, he had a fon,

George, lord Greville, born at Warwick caftle, the king

doing him the honour of Handing godfather by lord Conv/ay

his proxy. Qn the firft of March, 1748, he had a fourtli

daughter, born at London, who was chriftened Ifabella, but

died the fame day: and on the 12th of May, 1749, he had

a fecond fon, Charles-Francis, born at his houfe at North-end,

in the county of Middlefex. On the death of the duke of

Montagu, the King, on the i6th of July, 1749, was pleafed to

appoint him lord lieutenant and cuftos rotulorum of the county

of Warwick, in the rcjom of his grace. On the 3d of Febru-

ary, 1751, he had a third fon, Robert-Fulke, born in London.

In March, 1753, he was made knight of the moft ancient

order of the Thiftle. On the 13th of November, 1759, he

was by patent created Earl of Warwick, and afterv/ards

obtained a grant, to him and his defcendants, earls of Warwick,

for bearing the creft anciently ufed by the earls of that county,

viz. a Bear erect, argent, muzzled, gules, support-

O INO
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ING A Ragged Staff of the first ; and of which grant

a copy is fuhjoined in the note*. On the 26th of Auguft,

1760, his lordfhip had a £fth daughter, born in London, and

chriftened Ann.

TITLES.

* " To ALL AND SINGULAR, to whom thcfc prcfents fhall come,

" Stephen Martin Leake, efquire, garter principal king of

** arms, fendeth, greeting.

" WHEREAS the Right Honour-

*' able Francis Earl Brooke hath re-

*' prefented unto the Right Honourable

" Thomas Earl of Effingham, deputy

*' (with the Royal approbation) to the

' Moll Noble Edward Duke of Nor-

«' folk, earl marfhal and hereditary

" marflial of England, That his Ma-
*' jefty having b^en gracioully pleafsd,

•' by letters patent under the great feal

*' of Great-Britain, bearing date the

*' thirteenth day of November laft, in

the thirty-third year of his reign, to grant unto him, and the heirs

male of his body lawfully begotten, the dignity, Ityle, and title,

of Earl of Warwick : And being defirous to bear the creft

antiently ufed by the Earls of Warwick, viz. a Bear Ereft,

argent, muzzled, gules, fupporting aRACcED Staff of tliefirft,

(the fame not being the right of any other perfon) did therefore

requeft his Lordfhip's warrant for my granting the fame unto him

and his defendants, being Earls of Warwick: And foras-

much as his Lordfhip, duly confidering the premifes, did, by

warrant under his hand and feal, bearing date the ninth day of

February laft, order and direft me to grant and aflign fuch crell

accordingly: Know ye therefore, Tliat I, the faid garter,

in purfuance of the confent of the faid Earl of Effingham, and

by virtue of the letters patent of my office, under the great

feal of Great-Britain, do, by thefe prefents, confirm and grant

unto the faid Earl Brooke, Earl of Warwick, the crcft following,

" Aiz.
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TITLES.
The Right Honourable Francis Greville Earl Brooke of

Warwick Caftle, Earl of Warwick, Baron Brooke of

Beauchamp's Court in the county of Warwick, Knight of

the Moft Ancient Order of the Thiftle, and Recorder of

the Town of Warwick.

CREATIONS.
Baron Brooke of Beauchamp's Court, in the county of

Warwick, by letters patent dated the 9th of January, in

the 1 8th year of king James I. 1620 ; Earl Brooke of

Warwick Caftle, in the county of Warwick, by patent dated

the 7th of July, in the 20th year of king George II. 1746 ;

and Earl of Warwick, by patent du—d . the 27th of Novem-

ber, 1759.

ARMS.
Sable, on a crofs within a border ingrailed, or, five

pellets.

CRESTS.

" viz. On a wreath, a Bear ereft, argent, muzzled, gules, fup-

*' porting a Ragged Staff of the firft, as the fame are in the

*' margin hereof more plainly depifted ; to be borne and ufed,

*' for ever hereafter, by him the faid Earl Brooke, Earl of War-

" wick, and his lawful defcendants, being Earls of Warwick,

*' without the lett or interruption of any perfon or perfons what-

*' foever : In witness whereof, I, the faid garter principal king

*' of arms, have to thefe prefents fubfcribed my name, and affixed

*' the feal of my office, the fecond day of April, in the thirty-

" third year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord, George the

*' Second, by the grace of God, King of Great-Britain, France

*' and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, Sec. and in the year of

" our Lord, 1760.

«' S. MARTIN LEAKE, Garter."
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CRESTS.
Out of a ducal coronet, gules, a fwan with wings expanded,

argent, beaked, of the firft. And,

On a wreath of his colours, a bear erect, argent, muzzled,

gules, fupporting a ragged ftaff of the firft.

SUPPORTERS.
Two fwans with wings expanded, argent, legged, fable,

beaked and ducally collared, gules.

MOTTO.
VIX EA NOSTRA VOCO.

CHIEF SEAT.
Warwick caflle, in the county of Warwick.
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William de, zi, 29.

Braybrook, Gerard de, 6y.

Briavel, St. caftle, 66.

Briftol manor and hundred, 52.

Bromley, Joane, 1 1.

fir Thomas, 11.

Brooke, 6g.

Francis earl, 81,

Fulke lord, 64, 75—86,

9+' 95-

Robert lord, 88—94.
• William lord, 96.

Brus, Bertha, 30.

• William lord, 30.

Buckingham, duke of, 95.

Butler, James, earl ofOrmond, 41,

fir Thomas, 67.

C.

Camden, William, 83.

Campden, 2.

Cajitalupe, George de, 9.

Cateiliv, 25.

Charlton-
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Charlton-Regis, 4.

Cheney, fir Edmund, 69.

Clanebow, family, 8.

Philip, 9.

Thomas, 9.

Clarence, George, duke of, 55.

Clifford, Roger de, 39.

Clinton, Geffrey, 18.

• John, 36.

Cocus Magifter, 19.

Coke, fir John, 83.

Cokehill nunnery, 3 1

.

Cokefey, Hugh, 4.

—- Thomas, 6.

. — fir Walter, 4.

Conway, John, 74.

Corbet, fir Robert, 4.

Cory Mallet, 8.

Cotefmere manor, 21.

Cough ton, 72.

Cranfteld, Lionel, earl of Mid-

dlefe.Y, 12.

Crew, of Crew hall, John, 96.

D'Oily, Henry, 22.

Drayton, 7.

Dudley, Ambrofe, ea>:l of War-

wick, 62.

Catherine, 62.

Charles, 62.

• Guilford, 62.

Henry, 62.

. John, earlofWarwick, 62.

duke of Northumber-

land, 6x.

. Margaret, 62-

. Mary, 62.

Temperance, 62.

E.

Egerton, Charles, g6.

Eivill, Margaret de, 20,

Elmeley, 36.

Erme ille, 52.

Efpec, Walter de, 46.

Exhall, 72.

D.

Dafliwood, fir Francis, 95.

. — Sarah, 95.

Dautrey, fir Francis, 70.

Dean foreft, 52, 66.

Denton, Ann, 1 1.

Robert, ii.

Defpencer Ic, Ifabel, 42.

— • Richard, 42.

—— Thomas, earl of

Gloucefter, 51.

Dinan, lord, 7.

Dinham, lord, 7.

Doddington, Ann, 95.

John, 95.

— fir William, 95.

Fenwick, George, 88.

Ferrers, of Groby, 39, 44.

Ifolda, 28.

lord, 68.

Margaret, 44, 68.

» — Philippa, 39.

i Robert, earl of, 28.

Fitz-Geffrey, 34.

Fitz-John, Maud, 34.

Richard, 34.

Fitz-Nicholas, Thomas, 9.

Fitz-Pons Ofi)ert, 8.

Foller, fir Hum.phrey, 10.

• Jane, 10.

Freihwatcr, 67.

Fulbroke man»r, 55.
Galnf-
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G.

Galnfborough, Baptill Noel, earl

of, 9J.

Gainsford manor, 35.

Garlies, John lord, 97.

GifFord, John, 4.

Gowerland, 18, 21.

Gretham manor, 2 1

.

Greville, Algernon, 94, 95, 96.

Ann, 10, 95, 98.

.^ • Blanche, 74.

—Catherine, 11, 74, 95,

96.

. — Charles, 95, 96.

.> ... Charles-Francis, 97.

--^ Charlotte-Mary, 97.

Conftance, 11.

. Diana, 95.

i Doddington, 95.

Dorothy, 10, 87.

' Edward, lo, 1 1, 74, 85,

94.

Eleanor, 74.

. •Elizabeth, 11, 96.

. Frances-Ann, 96.

. • Frances-Elizabeth, ^j.

Francis, 95. earl Brooke

and Warwick, 81,96.

lord Brooke, 94, 96.

^ . Fulke, II, 12, 63, 72,

74' 79^ 9S' 96. loid

Brooke, 64, 75—86,

94.

. — George, lord Greville,

97-

Henrietta, 9^.

. Henry-Francis, 96.

. Hefter, 96.

. James, 96.

Jane, ii.

Greville, John, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 10,

11,95.

Joyce, II.

ofLemington, 7,

Lodowick, 3, 7, II.

Louifa-Augufta, 97.

• Margaret, 1 1 , 74.

Mary, 74, 95, 96.

.Ralph, 8, 10.

Robert, 7, 9, 10, 74,

75, 85, 94, 95, 96.

lord Brooke, 88—94.

' Robert-Fulke, 97.

Sarah, 95.

Thomas, 6, lo, 11.

William, 95, 96. lord

Brooke, 96.

Grey, Edward, vifcount Lifle, 61.

Elizabeth, 70.

—— Thomas, marquis of Dor-

fct, 70.

Guernfey ifle, 52, 58.

Guilford, fir Edward, 62.

' Francis lord, 92.

• ^ Jane, 62.

Gulfe, fir John, 32.

Guy, earl of Warwick, 16.

Guy's-ClifF chapel, 48.

H.

Hadham, Edmund of, earl of

Richmond, 66.

Hamilton, lord Archibald, 97.

' Elizabeth, 97.

Hanflape, 21, 25.

Harecourt, Alice, 21.

. John, 21.

Harpur, fir Henry, 97.

Harris, William, 74.

Hallerigg, fir Arthur, 88.

Haftings,
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Hailin^s, Francis, earl of Hun-

tingdon, 62. '

Henry, earl ofHunting-

don, 62.

John, earl ofPembroke,

41.

• fir Thomas, 60.

Haywood, Ralph, 86.

Herbert, William lord, 6.

Hefdiug, Arnulph de, 1-.

Holland, Thomas, earl of i-Lent,

44.

Holt lordfhip, 32.

Hoo manor, 9.

I.

Jerfey ifle, 52.

Ingram, 11.

Iron-Afton, 1 1,

K.

Keinford, Thomas, 6S.

Kilgaran caftle, 40, 41.

Kinerton, 72.

Kingfton, V/iliiam, earl of, 95.

Knap callle, 2.

Knolles, fir Francis, 62.

~ Letitia, 62.

Knowle, 81.

Lateberry, 26.

Leyburne, Thomas, 36.

Ligon, V7illiam, 6g.

Lithuania, king of, ^j.

Llangonith priory, 18.

X^imefi, John de, 21.

Linclade, 26.

Long, fir James, 95,

Longefpe, Ela, 7,3,

Longefpe, William, earl of Saiif-

bury, 22.

Luffenham manor, 29.

M.

Macartney, Frances, g6.

James, 96.

Magiller Cocus, 19.

Mugiftram Serjanteriam, 19.

Mailct, family, 8.

Halewlfe, 8.

William, 8.

Islaacheiler, Charles, duke of, 95.

Mareflral, John, 23.

Mauduit, baron of Hanflape, 21.

earl of Warwick, 24, 25.

-Ifabel, countefs of War-

wick, 15, 25, 30, 31.

Melleun, William, 37.

Meullent, Walleran, earl of, 18.

IMiddieton manor and chafe, ^ir.

Milcotc,
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Nevi!, Jane, 60.

^ Ifabe!, duchcfb of Cla-

rence, 53.

.- Ralph, earl of Weftmor-

land, 42, 69, 74.

— • Richard, lordLatimer, 69.

— earl of Saliibu-

r.V' 53-

— earl of Warwick,

53-

Thomas, 10.

Newburgh, de, Agnes, 18.

—

—

i Alice, 21.

— Gundrcda, 21.

. Henry, 14. earl of

Warwick, 16, 21.

., Margaret, 23.

Margery, 22, 23.

. — Robert, 17.

_ . R-Oger, 17. earl of

Warwick, 18.

Rotrode, 17.

Thomas, earl of

Warwick, 22.

\Vallcran, 18, 20,

21.

-. William, 18, 19.

earl of Warwick,

20.

O.

Oiingfels, Rowland, 36.

O.lerlow county, 41.

Overall, Dr. John, 83.

Tatn^all, Sibil, 6<j.

£r William, 65.

Paveley, John, 69.

Pembroke calUe, 40, 41.

Pembroke county, 40, 41,

Pennel, Edward, 1 1.

Perch, Rotrode, earl of, 17.

Percy, Maud, 20.

earls of Northumberland,

50.

William, 20.

Peters, Thomafin, 11.

fir William, 11.

Plantagenet, Catherine, 60.

Edward, earl ofWar-

wick, 55. prince

of Wales, 54.

George, earl of War-

wick, 55.

Margaret, 57. count-

efs of Salilbury,

59. 60.

' Richard, 57.

Urfula, 60.

Winefrede, 60.

Pleffetis, de, John, earl of War-

wick, 23, 24.

Pole, de la, Arthur, 60.

• Geffrey, 60.

— Henry, lord Monta-

gue, 60.

• John, duke ofSuffolk,

Reginald, 60.

fir Richard, 59.

Powyke, 65, 69.

R.

Read, Giles, 74.

Richard, 69.

Rich, Robert lord, earl of War-

wick, 63, SS.

Roch, fir John, 67.

Roos, I'homas lord, 50.

RuffcL
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RuflVl, Ann, 63.

Catherine, 88.

Rutland, dukes of, 50.

S.

Saint Amand, de, Almeric, G-].

Saint John, fir Oliver, b6.

barons of Bletlho, (id.

fir John, 67.

vSay, Geffrey lord, 36.

Saybrook, '&%.

Scote, Joane, 5.

William, 5.

Segrave, Alice, 25.

. William, 25.

Serke ifle, 52, 58.

Seward, Richard, 22.

Sheffield, John, duke of Bucking-

ham, 9;.

Shireburn manor, 20.

Sidney, fir Henry, 62, 79.

fir Philip, 75, 77, 78, So,

Soleberry, 26.

Somerfet, Arthur lord, 96.

Mary, 96.

Somerville, Robert, 10.

Speed, John, 83.

Spencer, Elizabeth, if.

Jolm, 1 1.

Stafford, 95.

. • Elizabeth, 69.

Hugh, earl of, 39.

Henry lord, 60.

' • fir Humphrey, 69.

Stratford upon Avon, 95.

Sudle;/, Ralph, baron of, 2S,

Sutton manor, 9.

T.

Talbot, John, earl of Shrcwibilry,

50.

-— • vifcount Lille, 50.

Tamworth calHe and honour, 29.

Taurinus, St. abbey, 18.

Taylbols, fir Gilbert, 63.

Tewkefbury abbey, 51.

Thornbury, Joane, 2.

Philip, 3.

Thynne, Henry, 96.

. Mary, 96.

Ticknam, 9.

Tineby, 41.

Tiptoft, John, earl of Worcel^cr,

53-

Tokington manor, 9.

Tony, de, Alice, 36.

Ralph, 36.

Robert, 36.

Turchil de Warwick, earl of War-

wick, 7, 12.

his tabl« of

defcent, 7.

cnfign, 16.

pofiefilons,

Vere, Alberic de, 26.

Rohais, 26.

Verney, Richard, 75.

UMlete, iir Gerard, 65.

Ufford, I'homas de, 39.

W.

Wulerie, fir Tlioma>, 29.

joane, 29.

V/.irrt'ij, William, ear), 21.

Warwick,
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Warwick, borough^ ij, 17.

—— caftle, 15, 19, 37, 3B,

43, 44, 54, s6, 61,

62, 64, 66, 81, 95.

. church of our Lady, 17,

18, 38, 48.

.^ —-—- manor, 44, 61, 62, 64.

> St. John's hofpital, 20.

St. Michael's hofpital,

18.

; St. Thomas's hofpital,

20.

town, 14, 35

Wedgenock park, 17, 61, 62^ 63.

Wellington, William, ii.

Wefton, 29.

Wefton upon Avon, 5, i i»

Whitacre, William, i !

.

Whorwood, William, 63,

Wight iile, king of, 52.

Willoughby, Ann, 70.

_ ____. Blanch, -o.

V/illoughby, of Broke, 75.

— Elizabeth, 10, 12,

69, 70.

_ family, 12.

pedigree, 60.

E.obert lord Erccke,

1 1, 69, 70, 71, 82,

Wilmot, Ann, 96.

Charles, earl of Rochef-

ter, 96.

Windfor, Frederick lord, 80.

Wirceitre, Urfo de, 27.

Worcefter caflle, 27, z8.

Walleran, earl of, i S.

Y.

York, Conflance of, 42.

• — Edmund, duke of, 42.

Zouch, r^Iizabeth, 9.

THE END.


















